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In my last notes I reported about three 

pigeons turning up on a market in Qatar. 

The fancier who bought them was initially 

after information on the breeding but was 

surprised to find that they had gone missing 

from a race in France.  

 

Inside the lofts of Mohammed Al Khalidi 

This fancier is 35 year-old Mohammed Al 

Khalidi, who has quite a knowledge on 

racing pigeons. I have had several 

conversations with him on the phone and 

he is a very confident fancier who said he 

can and in fact does select the best pigeons 

in whichever loft he visits. He told me that 

their breeding season starts in November 

and he hopes to have all the breeding 

completed by February.  

 

Mohammed Al Khalidi and Michelle Turatto in 

France 

He went on to say that they are expecting 

another very large batch of pigeons to 

arrive in Qatar in the early part of next year 

and he will keep an eye out for any British 

birds and send me their numbers. We have 

included a photo that Mohammed sent 

from a trip to France.  

The North West Classic are still going well 

and the regular names keep appearing on 

the results. They are normally fanciers 

looking for a wider area to compete in on a 

more regular basis. The latest race was 

from Messac and was sponsored by 

Whitlegg Joinery & Roofing plus the BHW.  

This has been a hard season all round and 

there are many fanciers struggling to stay 

the course and that does show when it 
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comes to the intermediate specialist races. I 

notice that the local club races from the 

Channel are suffering more than I have ever 

seen them do before. I think these local 

clubs would be better off incorporating 

their club Channel races to this part of the 

world with the likes of the NWCC where 

they could have increased competition and 

something more to fly for.  

 

Steve Lallemant, NWCC winner. 

1st section A 1st open is won by Steven 

Lallement who told me that he preferred 

the NWCC but his aim was always to 

compete in the specialist races. I texted 

Steven a usual for information, but this time 

got the reply, “We are in Greece at the 

moment back on Sunday” so it was a wait 

for this info. Steven had a good race with 4 

of his 5 entries on the result and there were 

a few who had good races and returns. The 

winner is a 2yo Janssen-based pigeon, bred 

from stock off Jason Meecham Jnr from 

Denton. This is his first time in the prizes. 1st, 

2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th section B; 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 6th 

and 7th open sees another good race for 

Graham Mackay who likes his specialist and 

National races and has done some good 

flying with 5 in the first seven of the open.  

 

The first bird home that won 1st section B 

2nd open is a blue w/f cock from the 

Heremans-Ceusters family through John 

Wheatcroft. Next in the clock is a chequer 

hen she is also from the same family and 

she has won 1st Lancashire & Yorkshire 4 

bird championship club Carentan, 1st fed 

Wincanton, 3rd fed Yeovil, 4th fed 

Wincanton so a really good hen. Graham 

then saw home a Willy Van Herck that was 

a gift bird from Mick Haslam from Bolton. 

Graham has continued with his established 

system that has seen him win well in the 

classic, the two bird clubs plus the National 

races.  

 

The John Wheatcroft Heremans-Ceusters 

along with the Harry Aspen Dekkers and the 
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old Janssens have worked well for Graham 

so he is more than pleased with the way the 

season has gone to date. These pigeons are 

what we all look to obtain and what 

Graham because the Heremans-Ceusters 

are breeding winners and they are breeding 

winners four generations down the line and 

that is what he likes about them and 

crossed with the Dekkers they seem to go 

further. It was the consistency of these 

pigeons that attracted Graham and his mate, 

Tom, to them and they were certainly right 

in their choices and the roundabout system 

suits them. Along with the Vanrobaeys feed 

and Aviform 12 booster they don’t need 

anything else and of course they are treated 

for Canker and respiratory. With the cocks 

being exercised twice a day at 1hr each 

time and the hens once they are good to go. 

Graham likes them to be calm which is quite 

easy because the Dekkers and the old 

Janssens are very tame birds; the 

Heremans-Ceusters are very fiery, but they 

they motivate better and win more. That's 

what it’s all about.  

Second & 3rd section A 4th & 8th open go 

to the quiet man himself, Roger Sutton, 

who also picked up a fair share of the pools 

with his entries clocking five in the first 14 

of the open.  

First, 2nd and 3rd section C 15th 16th 31st 

open are won by Kenny Burns who is also 

the first to pick up the open pools. Kenny’s 

section winner is a Jimmy Dickins Staf Van 

Reet and is from a daughter of Champion 

Apollo crossed on to a son of Champion 

Laser Gun and was bred by Chris Boughen 

from Kings Lynn. This one yet again was 

bought in the popular Rainbow Auctions 

that Kenny organises, once again proving 

the real pigeons come up for grabs in these 

charity sales. This hen is named Little Mary 

after Kenny’s late mother because she was 

his first bird home the day after his mother 

passed away.  

 

Kenny Burns’ section winner. 

She is flown on the roundabout system and 

flown around home. There is no training for 

the hens as they exercise well at home. She 

has been a very consistent hen all season 

and is a real character in the loft. Feeding is 

of as much as want twice a day. With a few 

having such good races there were not a lot 

to report on in this race even so another 

race with the club and more winners.  
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