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INCORPORATING 

THE NORTH WEST CLASSIC CLUB NEWS 

 

I just had to follow it all through and this is 

the end of the story at Middlewich for “Flo” 

and “Fluffy Junior” who have now gone, 

with me getting not the best of looks from a 

very quiet Ebony who was not too pleased 

with them going.  

 

Ebony 

However after we had a talk and I explained 

that they would not have much chance of 

getting back to their box high up if they left 

the nest too early and the cats would have 

them. After that they agreed to box the 

youngsters themselves ready for collection 

and they are going to wait for the next pair 

of eggs which are due to chip out.  

 

Graysen 

David called on his way from the club one 

night and was saying that there had been a 

conversation down at the club and the 

comment was made that members win 

because they send big, what a load of 

verbal diarrhoea! As I have always said 

winning with pigeons is easy if you work 

them and have them healthy and by healthy 

I mean natural health and not out of a 

bottle. How many times do we see a loft 

winning out of turn for one or maybe two 
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years and then disappear from the radar? 

This is because they have been naturally 

healthy and well trained. You can train 

them all you want but if they have not got 

that natural health they will not win.  

The problem is there are a lot of pigeon 

keepers who are happy to have pigeons and 

send them for their own enjoyment and win 

or lose they are just happy to compete with 

their feathered friends. The one thing you 

do have to remember about fanciers 

sending numbers is that many of those 

pigeons are being prepared for the channel 

races. No doubt if you look at results you 

will see the same pigeons there or in the 

shake up each week in the shorter races 

because they are carefully prepared to do 

that job.  

I know fanciers who send large numbers on 

the land and win nothing but watch them 

come when the channel races or Nationals 

begin you see them fast moving up the 

results. Other than “Fred” and “Freda” plus 

a pair that I got left with down the side I 

don’t have any other pigeons and apart 

from the phone I don’t come into contact 

with many pigeon fanciers here.  

However I will miss my Tuesday talks with 

the late Derek Woodward who passed away 

recently because he used to call in for a 

brew and to give me the results of his local 

club. Derek was not one of the most 

popular people around because he did so 

much winning but we got on great and he 

was always there to give a helping hand. 

The last report I did on him was a few 

weeks before he passed away and while we 

were doing that he passed a comment 

about his popularity with regard to winning 

but we won’t go into that. The conversation 

we did have was that he was trying to 

persuade me to start again for the 2016 

season and he would breed me a team to 

race. The last words he said before leaving 

were, “You’ve got no excuse, Ray will build 

your loft and I will breed the pigeons” with 

that he went down the path looking back 

through the office window with a smile and 

that was that.  

There are going to be some fortunate 

fanciers about getting hold of these birds 

because if they did not shape up they were 

gone and Derek was not one for selling 

unless they were going to charity.  

I am trying to keep clear of doing too much 

writing due to other commitments but I did 

agree to cover the North West Classic Club 

whose first race was from Kingsdown. Yes, 

the first race of the season for the Club saw 

a good entry that was well supported at 

Cheadle where Ray Bullen and his team did 

a good job as did the Middlewich team. The 

only problem with marking is the club does 

need another marking station in the North 

West of the club to make the marking 

stations more accessible. Those at 

Middlewich and Cheadle are doing a good 

job but as we all know another one would 

not go amiss. The officials would like to 

thank all those who have helped to make 

the race a success. Those competing had 

£1,615 to race for and the pools were 

spread out with the last money being won 

at 82nd open and a total of 32 entrants 

collecting money. There were 725 birds 

from 53 members entered for this 

Kingsdown race that saw the leading birds 

hit the mile per minute mark with 54 of the 

first 56 being in section A.  

This as a real good race for the Rochdale 

partnership of R & L Whitworth who 

finished the race with 1st 2nd 3rd 4th section 

and open and clocked another four in 13th 

14th 15th 16th positions. Apart from the first 
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hen the other three have had very little 

racing with them being yearlings. First in 

the clock is a 2yo hen bred from a very good 

racing cock. Her line is Van Den Bosch 

crossed with a Soontjen hen bought at the 

entire clearance sale for K & B smith of 

Chapel St Leonards Nr Skegness. Her full 

brother 53 won the Lancashire Nantes 2014 

race from Messac with £1,000 prize money 

and pools. He has also won to club races as 

well as other positions both on land and 

from across the channel.  

The first of the yearlings in the clock is from 

a stock cock bred from a hen producing a 

Lancashire Combine winner. The dam is a 

Van Elsacker bred off an excellent cock from 

the same family being a gift from Kipper 

Taylor of Rochdale, a cock that has bred 

several winners. The second yearling is out 

of a cock purchased from Brian Holland of 

Wigan at his clearance sale and bred from 

Wills Monk sprint pigeons and is full of 

winners and also scoring in several races 

himself. The dam to this hen was bred by 

Stuart Wood of Ashton under Lyne 37480 

off his best hen, this Van De Merwe hen 

won 1st Border Amal and also won 1st 

Lancashire Combine Fougeres. The fourth 

through the door is from the Soontjen cock 

again purchased from the entire clearance 

sale of K & B Smith, himself a winner of 

many prizes and a very honest pigeon. The 

dam of this hen was unraced but well-bred 

from the Kipper Taylor gift Van Elsacker 

crossed with their old stock cock from the 

Albert Babbington Van Den Bosch pigeons 

originally purchased in 1982. “To 

summarise these four hens have come from 

different denominations but have one thing 

in common, they are from the line of 

performers no matter what strain they are 

called.  

In conclusion I remember what the late J L 

Roberts said about winning a pigeon race 

“It’s your day” I think that about sums it up 

RLW. 5th section A plus 5th Open is 

Manchester fancier Paul Beck who is a keen 

fancier and has been winning for many 

years.  

 

Tom Howarth with Ann 

Tommy Howarth of Northwich clocked a 

real good bird on the day to finish 1st 

section B 6th Open with his next in the clock 

being 2nd section 32nd open. The pigeon that 

Tom clocked is a 3yo widowhood cock that 

is out of R & B Smith's “Magic pair” and had 

flown Carentan as a young bird and scored 

three times on the channel as a yearling 

including 5th section 11th open 

Niort490mls with the NWCC and was twice 

2nd beaten by loft mate as a 2yo. He also 

won two other prizes and was the sire of 

2nd Gold Ring Carentan race 2014 plus he 

was 5th club at Bath & 4th Worcester the 

week before. The feeding is the standard 

super widowhood from Bamfords. Tom 

then clocked a blue chequer cock to finish 

2nd sec 32nd open. This widowhood cock is 

a 2yo and has won out of turn winning 5 x 

1st and 6 other prizes. He is out of the 

Mardon cock crossed with the stock from R 
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& B Smith of Burtonwood. Another previous 

winner as this cock and was also sire of 3rd 

Mid Cheshire fed breeder/buyer last season 

and like all the team fed on Bamfords super 

widowhood. Tom and Ann feel that this is 

one of the best performances they have put 

up since they started but I must add that a 

few years ago Tom flew in a good pigeon 

with his late father as B & T Howarth. Tom 

went on to say that they would like to thank 

Bob Smith for the help he has given them 

and also to Clive riley for his advice and 

being there and nobody could ask for two 

better friends than they have in them. 

On the day of the face Tom was flat out 

with work, as luck had it Ann was off and 

asked Tom if he had set up for the birds 

coming back and what time they were due. 

Tom being close on time said they were 

expected at 12.02pm if they were going to 

win the race so around that time would be 

a good one. Tom and his family have a 

nursery so he was working and with 

customers when at 12.06 he saw one drop. 

Tom went on to say “I thought it wasn't 

bad, then Ann came around the corner and 

said "we've got them", I said "yeah, bit 

behind though" only for Ann to reply "no, 

that’s the second one you have seen, you 

were spot on with the time for the first" 

Ann was so pleased and excited she still is 

looking forward to the next time she gets 

them in on her own.  

Third section B 41st open goes to Les Barker 

& Hill from Warrington. The partnership 

clocked a 4yo chequer hen that is bred from 

the lines of Curtiss, Wall 7 Lunt crossed with 

those of Adrian Duggins. This one is no 

stranger the top prize table having 

previously won: 1st Mangotsfield (2013) 1st 

Wigan 2 Birder (2013) 2nd Warrington 2 

Birder (2014) 3rd Mangotsfield (2014) 3rd 

Cheltenham (2014) plus other prizes 

sometime beaten by loft mates. 1st & 3rd 

section C 44th & 82nd open sees G J 

Pendleton have a good race. 2nd section C 

47th open is another good position for the 

Preston partnership of Harrison & Hull. The 

partnership clocked a blue cock bred by 

long standing pigeon friend Steve Wright 

who races as R Wright & Sons in Birkdale 

and gifted to the team last year. This 

widowhood yearling is Busscheart x 

Vandenabeele the father being a son of 

their combine winner and the mother is 

from Graham Warmen and one of the 

original birds. The parents to this cock have 

bred winners every year for the Wrights so 

it was no surprise to see this one winning 

for the Harrison & Hull team. This cock was 

sent to the Classic as part of his preparation 

for Fougeres in the NFC. Thoughts were 

that with the race point being off line and a 

westerly wind the birds would have to work 

and pull away from the easterly flying birds 

to make it to Preston in good time. Janet 

was saying that they are just so appreciative 

at racing their birds this year as David was 

so ill in January and February they didn’t 

expect to race this year. David has 

responded well to being back on dialysis we 

have been able to tweak things so that they 

could race. In six club races so far they have 

been 2nd 4th 1st, 1st, 1st and then 2nd so that 

is always good for your health when you’re 

amongst them it makes you feel better.  

 

May 2015 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


