Roland Janssens Collection sale of Jos Huygens (B) and Pieter Kos (NL) coming up on www.elimarpigeons.com Internet Auction site

STORY BY PIETER KOS

Although this article is written for commercial purposes, I will try to give each potential buyer and all my British and Irish pigeon friends a view behind the screens....

History - how I came into grizzles and whites:

I take you back to the late nineties when I started up with my grizzles from my friend Ab Zekveld. Those grizzles are better known as the White Tornados. Soon I discovered that these bird are performing well at a minimum distance of 200 miles. I have never had any whites or grizzles so I was really sceptical at that time and did not expect much from these colours... But Ab really convinced me of going into these species because he had many successes with them!!! Anyway, I needed some whites and slightly grizzled pigeons to do marriages so, “we’ll see”, I thought at time...

Experience with racing with these first grizzled colours:

The first three races (in my first year experiencing those grizzles and whites) all six came home good with some prizes but no losses, but no early prizes either, so that’s is worth something for the future I thought at time. The fourth race was a real disaster and I lost a few... Anyway, three or four birds out of the six were left for the fifth race... Not bad, because I had about thirty young birds left out of the fifty for the first Combine race (and we have 3 in Holland) and among those thirthy are the three or four from Ab... The fifth race was promised to be hard, it was mid summer and the wind was slightly on the head, they would not make more then 1300 meters per minute... Liberation was early, sight was super. So we started counting... no pigeons at the expected time, ten minutes later, no birds (you know how it feels don’t you...) then yes!!!! The first arrives... My first words were; “it is a grizzle pigeon, so we are late”. But after ten minutes, no second pigeon... So we called our first bird in by telephone (that is obligated in Holland on combine races) and we heard we had the first call!!! I could not believe my ears my friends, really...; “a first call with a white? Who is joking here?” Anyway, I won first club, top 10 in Federation, etc.... I was sold...

From that time on, I only wanted whites and grizzles... In 1999 I sold my Sisi bloodline from Ad Schaerlaeckens and the Janssen/Aarden pigeons (way to cheap) at an auction in Doncaster by Marc Evans and started to focus on 100% at whites...

I was searching for real sprinters, Jos Huygens has them!:

I was still racing, but not so fanatically any more (found my self a good stock hen, and that cost time my friends). I  discovered that I needed more sprint blood into my bloodline, because the Tornados need at least 200 miles to win... So I went to Belgium for decent white and grizzled sprinters... After a lot of searching and just as many mistakes I ran into a small advert from Jos Huygens: “Late breds for sale – this and that bloodline – mostly grizzles....” I went up to Geel (two and half hour drive) and met Jos Huygens. So I first asked for his performances sheets and I was sold! I tell you... At that time Jos Huygens was unbeatable with his young birds in his Federation, for example:

18/07/1999 Quevrain 113 km: 1.196 birds: 11th, 14th, 44th, etc...(30 in race).

30/07/2000 Quevrain 113 km: 842 birds: 2nd, 3rd, 4th 14th, 27th, etc... (20 in race).

06/08/2000 Quevrain 113 km: 893 birds: 1st, 12th, 25th, 41st, 45th, etc... (20 in race).

17/09/2000 Quevrain 113 km: 250 birds: 12th, 22nd, 25th, 48th, 56th, etc... (14 in race).

08/07/2001 Noyon 219 km 1.195 birds: 1st, 7th, 11th, 14th, 41st, 47th, etc... (16 in race).

05/08/2001 Quevrain 113 km: 1.565 birds: 3rd, 28th, 38th, 59th, etc... (13 in race).

08/08/2002 Quevrain 113 km: 280 birds: 3rd, 8th, 15th, 18th, 36th, 42nd, 49th, etc... (27 in race).

25/08/2002 Quevrain 113 km: 874 birds: 1st, 7th, 25th, 44th, 56th, etc... (16 in race).

This is just a pick out of many performance sheets, which we were able to find at that time. So you see, topping the federation with only a few birds. That means Jos has top pigeons on his loft!!! I recognised it right away...

Jos Huygens

Nowadays Jos is having slight troubles with his health and takes heavy medication each day to solve the pain he is suffering from, so the real fanaticism to win with his birds is at this moment a bit lost, although he still has a sharp eye for pigeons. Besides that, he became a grandfather a few years ago and would rather spend time with his grandson than with his birds (who can blame him?). Anyway, I really learned a lot from him about the Belgian pigeon sport and about pigeon racing on Quevrain and Noyon and at each visit I still learn from him. He is a great fancier and his birds are very wanted in his area. That says enough my friends, believe me!!!

The basic bloodlines at Jos Huygens’ lofts are: Jos van der Veeke, Kevin Verhasselt (better  known as Kevin Roossens), Jean Plu, Gust Christiaans, Flor Engels, Vleugels Wuyts, Theo Yskout, Gaby Vandenabeele (through Mr. Freddy van den Brande), Hove Uyterhoeve (through Mr. Marc Thaels), Marc van Houten, and other Belgian fanciers, some of them topping the Fed weekly but not known...

From 2004 till 2007

So I started up with some late-breds grizzles from Jos (I believe it was) in Autumn 2003 and took some other birds with me to trade... I was just too late because a German pigeon trader just bought all his winning young birds from the past season the other day. But no hard feelings, friendship was made and I had some very decent sprinters to cross into my Tornados. That never happened but that is another story... I just kept them pure...

A year or half a year or so before (about that time) an other fancier came up to Jos Huygens to buy some decent sprinters to cross into his own bloodline... That man was Mr. Roland Janssens. The two fanciers met each other and Roland Janssens bought ten young birds in 2003. Nine were average pigeons at his his loft but one seemed to be a cracker, “the Kleine Jos”. Later on they decided to swap some birds. That is how Rolands Janssens became his famous pigeon “de Kleine Jos”. So Jos Huygens is the breeder of “Kleine Jos” and is named after him as friendship is meant to be... 

How Jos Huygens obtained the Roland Janssens pigeons 

Because of swapping pigeons later on, is the reason how Jos Huygens obtained children out of all Roland Janssens’ famous birds like children of Red Bingo, children from 002 from 1991 (Sire Red Bingo, bred from grandson “White Bandit” from 1983 who won 17 x 1st) the 002 won 19 x 1st prize and became 2 x 3rd prov. Ace bird, grand children from famous 11 and 12 etc etc... Jos even had the 035 on his loft (3 x 1st prize) which I bought from him...etc.

Roland Janssens was at that time already very famous in the U.S.A.! The Vet. Drs. De Weerd sent fanciers from the U.S.A. over to Roland Janssens, many years before. The father of Henk, Mr. Piet de Weerd saw some specific details in those birds many years ago (we are talking of the time that Roland Janssens “Bandit” was ruling over the skies... with 17 x 1st prize) and he is very right!!! The white bandit became one of the founders of the Hapyco Lofts in the U.S.A. Anyway, that is what Mr. Henk de Weerd told me in a personal conversation we had earlier this year. But this goes too far, I better keep this for an other story to tell. Of course Jos Huygens and Roland Janssens are still friends and are meeting regularly.

Kleine Jos

A bird, different to all others in Roland Janssens’ loft, eating and drinking in his nest box, but resting and sitting at a small shelve in the top of the Widowhood loft, to have a good survey over all his widowhood competitors. And competitors he has! Think of Red Bingo, four years in a row ace bird and one year second (after “Kleine Jos”)... The sire of the “Kleine Jos” has the same strange things, a restless cock with bright eyes looking all around, all the time! “Kleine Jos” won 12 x 1st prize and was ace bird in 2004+2005+2006+2007 and won Silver ring in 2004 and gold in 2007. A few of the prizes of “Kleine Jos” at sprint, only by first 10:

2004: 1st-171, 1st-141, 1st-99, 3rd-380, 4th-120, 6th-478, 6th-253, 7th-304, etc...

2005: 2nd-146, 2nd-146, 4th-110, 5th-186, 7th-286, 7th-250, 9th-162, 10th-121, etc...

2006: 1st-199, 1st-153, 3rd-350, 3rd-277, 5th-249, 8th-161, 16th-265, 28th-248, etc. I only have the performances of 2006 from the first 8 races, so that is 8 out of 8!!!

“Kleine Jos” is bred out of a 1999 Jos van der Veeke cock, which is currently for sale and a 2002 hen, bloodline Hove-Uyterhoeve via Marc Thaels. Marc, a super fancier from which I sold many good birds!!

Why are the Roland Janssens pigeons so good in Britain?

I my point of view it is quite easy to explain... In Britain the pigeons have to have specific characteristics which not all continental birds need. And that is muscle power in front of their body to climb and adjust through all your valleys and hills. That will cost a lot of power for a bird to find his way back home, and in sprints each second counts!!! Remember that Holland, Belgium and most North of France is flat!!! A typical Roland Janssens pigeon is strong build in the front of his body, so perfect for your sprint races... Roland Janssens is living in Beveren (East Vlaanderen), that is flat. But draw a line on a specific map from Noyon to that place and you will know and understand it all...

White Delbars

Me and Jos Huygens are also swapping pigeons as well, so Jos had some decent white Delbar pigeons on his lofts which are racing quite good actually at sprint but are better at the longer distance. One of Jos’ pigeon friends Mr. Jan Claes had some real winners which came from the same bloodline as I have. Those birds have a sweeter character and are much more different to the Roland Janssens birds so we did not put any of them into this Internet sale. You will have to meet me in my stall in Blackpool to see the difference....

This Internet X-mas Auction

During this year I gave Jos Huygens some very special Dutch sprinters to breed from. The agreement was that I could do an Internet auction with a variety of his Belgian-rung Roland Janssens birds. Out of that point of view this auction is outstanding and a real chance for every fancier to get something from the very best!!!

Conclusion

So friends, perhaps you did not know all about the story behind the scenes, but this is MY version and in my point of view. THIS IS THE ONE AND ONLY! Marc Thaels i.a., who produces the Dam of “Kleine Jos”, who did ever hear of him? You don’t!!! I have had an auction with his sprinters inHolland. The buyers were the ones who were lucky (believe me). Several Federation ace birds were bred of them afterwards. Now they are asking for more, but he stopped!!! No body knew beforehand. I knew and only those who were there during the sale!!!  As a conclusion you might draw that there are many really good fanciers in Holland and Belgium owning a small stock loft with top pigeons but not commercial, so not known... It is a pity, but I have had the chance to know one and to learn to from him at each of my visits. Jos Huygens has a super stock loft, this your chance...

I wish you all a nice X-Mas and good health in a happy 2008!!!!!

Pieter Kos

Organiser Spring Exhange – Houten (NL)

December 21st 2007 – Huizen (NL)

