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WHAT  ARE  YOU  GIVING  UP  FOR  LENT?  

It’s that time of year when we are all supposed to give up something we really like for the forty days 

of Lent. Jill always gives up chocolate in all its forms and for a chocoholic that is quite a sacrifice 

which results in her getting more and more bad tempered as the time goes by – they tell me it’s 

something to do with the withdrawal symptoms! For me, I haven’t got the will power so I have 

decided the only thing I could realistically give up, is training our pigeons in East winds and less than 

perfect weather conditions – a sacrifice I recommend to all fanciers throughout the country. 

So, even though the racing season is rapidly approaching, and as the weather was taking a turn for 

the worst and blowing a gale outside with accompanying rain and snow, I decided to watch the early 

kick off match between Liverpool and Manchester City on the television in front of a very nice warm 

fire. True dedication- that’s what I call it. 

Back to the football match. Whilst watching I noticed one of those advertising banners that 

surrounded the pitch and on it were the words “It starts with you” and those words immediately 

brought the thought to my mind that that phrase applied just as appropriately to the newly elected 

President of the RPRA and his new group of councillors. Firstly, may I congratulate Les Blacklock and 

his new team on their appointment and wish them all the luck in the world in succeeding in the tasks 

that face them. However, may I also remind them that there is a vitally important need for them to 

take a vast percentage of the RPRA membership along with them if they are to succeed in their 

endeavours to bring the RPRA into the 21st Century.  Listening to the membership, communicating 

with the membership and a more realistic use of the RPRA website to keep the membership 

informed is key to their success. Change is vital and speed of change is critical if the membership is 

to have faith in the new regime. So, please remember “it starts with you”. 

You may recall that in last week’s article I made mention of Jill and my visit to Moorcroft Pottery in 

Stoke-on-Trent and our surprise to see a plaque of Cher Ami. Since then I have been in regular 

contact with Moorcroft and they have kindly agreed to allow me to publish a photograph of the 

plaque in my column. So, here it is, which means that those who could not make it to Moorcroft can 

at least have a look at this beautiful plaque. ‘Cher Ami’ is a Moorcroft limited edition of only 75 and 

very limited stock is available from the Moorcroft Heritage Visitor Centre (01782 820515). Other 

retailers may also have a piece of this small edition from the famous art pottery. Using the 

Moorcroft website search retailer web link: www.moorcroft.com/site/retailers .   I have also been 

talking to the pottery about the possibility of producing some barrel mugs based on Cher Ami and 

other pigeons who were awarded the Dicken Medal. The suggestion has been favourably received so 

far and is now under consideration by the Company’s selection Board. Keep your fingers crossed!  

http://www.moorcroft.com/site/retailers


 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March is the month when Spring is supposed to start but judging by the climate outside as I sit here 

writing this article, the month is living up to it’s reputation of coming in like a lion and I can only 

hope that it lives up to the end of that old adage and goes out like a lamb. 

That’s the lot for this week and don’t forget to keep your youngsters in whilst the cold east wind 

blows. 

Brian Smith - Press  Officer.   
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