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ASSETS  OF  A  FEDERATION 

If you examine the Balance Sheet in the accounts for any Club or Federation you will see an item 

listed as “Assets” or “Fixed Assets” and if you dig deeper you will normally find out that “Assets” 

comprise items that have a monetary value such as vehicles, trophies, plus other pieces of hardware 

like computers etc, together with any money that the organisation has in the Bank. 

In accounting terms this is correct but, in my opinion, it does not take into account the true assets of 

any organisation. If you have experience in the running of any club or federation from close up, in 

other words by taking an active role in the day to day running of that Club or Federation, you will 

soon come to appreciate that the true assets are those people who give up their free time to 

undertake the many tasks which need to be carried out before that organisation can call itself 

successful. 

In the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation we are extremely lucky to have a team of 

dedicated individuals who have taken what was a slowly dying organisation a few years ago and 

turned it into a vibrant Federation that is providing not only good racing for its members but also 

innovative racing with fairly large cash prizes for special races and races within races.  For example 

there will be a Breeder/Buyer race at the end of the Young Bird season, which, if the results from the 

first auction sale are replicated at the remaining two sales, there will be a Prize Fund close to 

£6,000.00 to be shared amongst the winning lofts. Then we have the Jackpot races, which are 

weekly races for nominated birds and are incorporated into the weekly Federation race programme 

races during both the old bird and young bird seasons. The individual race prizes are paid out weekly 

and the winners will accumulate points which will go towards the overall Jackpot winners (the loft 

with the highest number of points won in both the old and young bird seasons) and these prizes will 

be paid out at the season’s Prize Presentation at the end of the 2015 season. Entry forms etc can be 

found on the Federation website moorlandsfedpigeons.co.uk under the Secretary’s Notebook tab. 

Our Federation is also lucky in having two rather 

special assets by the names of George Greenwood, 

our talented auctioneer and management 

committee chairman and Andy Webb our 

Federation Secretary. These two gentlemen have 

shouldered the largest part of the responsibility for 

the highly successful Breeder/Buyer Auctions and 

our thanks go out to them. Also I must mention our 

Treasurer, Jill Smith, for keeping the financial side of 

the auctions in impeccable order. She has also been 

ably assisted by new committee member John 



 
 

White, without whose help the moments when purchasers paid for their acquisitions would have 

turned into total chaos.  

 

Second Breeder/Buyer Auction 

Sunday 29 March was the date and The Navigation, Macclesfield was the venue for the second of 

the three Breeder/Buyer auctions for the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation race from 

Seaton on 5 September (weather permitting). 49 birds were in the pens (sorry I should say 48 birds 

were in the pens and one pen was just a ring number and would be ready next week) and George 

together with our senior auctioneer, Harry, soon set about getting the buyers in responsive mood, 

by offering two lots kindly donated by Federation Champions Roberts Bros. The quality of these birds 

spoke for themselves and bidding moved on at a very rapid pace with the hammer eventually going 

down at £110 and £105 respectively. 

 

This was just the start of what proved to be yet another very successful auction with almost all of the 

very full pub bidding for many of the birds (which I must say were all credits to their breeders). All of 

the Lots exceeded their minimum bid of £20 and some achieved the dizzy heights in excess of £100. 

George and Harry performed their usual talented double act of raising money from pockets that had 

zips, bulldog clips plus hands that were determined not to be withdrawn and Simon Geary and Ben 

Walton did their very best to confuse the auctioneers by keeping the birds flowing through the 

display cages at a rare rate of knots. 

Almost all the pub wanted to bid! 



 
 

 

OK here it is- we raised a further £1765, giving a grand total of £3,777. After just two sales. 

One more to go, so we are on course for our target of £6000 !!!! 

Well that’s the lot for now, I hope to see you all at the final auction which will be at the Kidsgrove 

Working Men’s Club on Sunday 5 April. Penning at 1.00pm, auction starts at 2.00pm with Lots 1&2 

being kindly donated by the Fowler Family. So there’s an opportunity not to be missed. 

Cheers for now 

Brian Smith - Press Officer 

 

 
 
  

Just some of the birds that caused all the excitement 


