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STUCK  FOR  WORDS ! 

It’s not often that a scribe is stuck for words but when it happens it is usually caused by our brains 

going completely blank or alternatively we are in a state of shock. As far as I am concerned it is the 

latter that is the case and I find myself unable to believe the events that have come to my notice 

during the course of the week. 

Firstly, I saw the report of the recent RPRA Council meeting in the BHW and I was staggered and at 

the same time delighted to see that after only one meeting the new President, his vice Presidents 

and his Councillors have taken positive actions towards moving our organisation into the 21st 

century, actions that our members have been craving for a number of years – long may this initial 

move in the right direction continue. 

At last the Reddings is going to be up for sale and this “white elephant”, as far as the RPRA is 

concerned, will realise its true value and make a meaningful contribution towards the already 

overstretched financial situation of our parent body. 

Unnecessary meetings have been cancelled and as a result further financial savings will be made – it 

really does look as though we have a Council who are determined to make changes that are going to 

put the RPRA on the right track for the future – GOOD LUCK to them. 

All we need now is some lay members being allowed to put their ideas forward for consideration 

without having to go through the tortuous process of Club to Region to Council before their views 

can be heard. 

Progress would appear to be being made and I, for one, am delighted to say that the Staffordshire 

Moorlands & District Federation are right behind you if you are going to continue along this path. 

Could I make one plea for the continuation of good communications between Council and the rank 

and file membership of the Association. I assume that the various sub committees of the RPRA will 

be meeting during the racing season and if so could reports of their meetings be published on the 

RPRA website and also in the BHW almost immediately after the meeting rather than waiting until 

after the next Council meeting. I appreciate that anything of a confidential nature would have to be 

excluded from these reports but the vast majority of what was discussed could be made public. It 

would stop a lot of rumours proliferating on alternative media such as Chat Lines etc and would 

enable members to be kept abreast of what was going on. 

 

  



 
 

IT  LOOKS  LIKE  £6000!  OR  SHOULD  IT  BE  £10000! 

The second shock to my system came today, Easter Sunday 5 April - no not the size of the Easter Egg 

I got - but the fact that at the last of the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation 

Breeder/Buyer Auctions at the federations headquarters, Kidsgrove Working Men’s Club, we raised 

the MAGNIFICENT sum of £2,020.00! This means that we have raised a grand total of £5,822.00 for 

Prize Money for the Breeder/Buyer race which if all goes well the Federation will “top up” to 

£6,000.00. Add to this the Prize Money for the Gold Ring race and we will be flying for in excess of 

£10,000 in just two Young Bird races. Not bad eh for a Federation that was thought to be dying on its 

feet not so very long ago!  

Congratulations must go to all those 

fanciers who attended the latest auction 

and grateful thanks are extended to those 

fanciers who both donated and bought 

such a wonderful range of young birds, all 

of which looked capable of taking the 

coveted first prize. I am using a few 

photographs I took at the Auction to 

illustrate my points. Especial thanks go to 

the Fowler Family for donating Lots 1 & 2 

which raised the truly great sum of 

£130.00 

This series of auctions plus the phenomenal success of the 

sale of the rings for the Federation’s Gold Ring race has 

highlighted to me the respect with which the local fanciers 

now hold the Moorlands Fed and it shows quite clearly 

what a devoted and motivated management committee 

can achieve if the desire is there. 

The racing season is now only a couple of weeks away and 

if our dear old friend, Mother Nature, presents us with 

some decent weather to allow training to get seriously 

underway we can look forward to an exciting and fruitful 

season with plenty of opportunities to make it financially rewarding. 

Lots 1 & 2 Kindly donated by the Fowler Family 

 

Just look at 

the quality 

of the birds 

donated 

 

Confident breeders and buyers enjoying a day out. 
Our Secretary Andy Webb explaining what Breeder 

buyer auctions are all about to Kenny Champ. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s all for this week so I’ll put the computer to bed and do the same with this tired old body of 

mine. 

Good luck to one and all - I’ll keep in touch. 

Cheers 

Brian Smith - Press Officer 

 
  

Chris Knowles our President thanking everybody 

for their contributions 


