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ACTIONS  SPEAK  LOUDER  THAN  WORDS ! 

This old adage has been presented to us all for many, many years now, but is it really true? 

Words are used by all of us. Some people use them correctly, others do not. 

The correct use of words has been my passion for just about as long as I can remember and it 

irritates me beyond all possible measure when individuals corrupt our language to further their own 

ends. 

I’ve lost count of the number of times that I have said to Jill “That isn’t what you said” when I am 

accused of doing something incorrectly. I knew what she had really meant to say (that comes with 

experience) but it wasn’t what she actually asked me to do, so I suppose I was just being bloody 

minded or perhaps I was just being pedantic about the correct use of words! 

We are all currently experiencing a wonderful example of how words can be used in so many 

different ways in order to persuade us that one or other of our options in terms of a political party is 

the right one to choose to form the next Government of this country. The words our prospective 

politicians are using are all designed to convince us that the promises they are making will make our 

country a better place to live in, maybe not tomorrow but certainly in the longer term, and therefore 

we should vote for them – but will they back these words up with actions? I’ll leave you all to answer 

that question! Words and numbers can be juggled and presented in so many different ways that you 

are a real genius if you always interpret them in the correct manner rather than in the way that the 

writer or speaker would like you to believe them. 

We have just seen, and in some instances 

are still seeing, a demonstration of what I 

mean following the published editorials 

describing the upheaval, in recent months, 

at the RPRA. If you read the varied 

accounts of what occurred, from both 

sides of the argument, you could be 

forgiven for thinking that they were 

reporting on two separate events rather 

than describing the same event from two 

differing viewpoints. How anyone can 

decipher where the actual truth is I don’t 

know but I do believe that the time has now come for all parties to accept that there will always be 

differences of opinions and these differences have to be lived with, if we don’t accept this premise 

then the real sufferer will be the sport of pigeon racing as a whole. Let the new regime get on with 



 
 

the job they were elected to do – monitor their actions and progress as diligently as you like – but  

assist where you can and cooperate with our new officials. 

There are of course many situations when the 

use of words seems to be totally inadequate. I 

have recently experienced a situation where a 

long term friend who had been feeling unwell 

for a few weeks and, who finally succumbed to 

going to the doctor, was advised that a series of 

tests would be an advisable course to take. 

These tests took time to arrange and after 

having been completed the results were also 

not to be forthcoming for another few days. 

During these periods of time much speculation 

took place as to the outcome of the tests and many conversations highlighted that my friend was 

getting very concerned. Words, although reassuring, seemed not to be producing the effect they 

were supposed to achieve. Perhaps I was not using the correct words in the right manner. However, 

all our concerns were unfounded and although some minor irregularities were found, they were all 

completely treatable and so new words could now be utilised to ensure my patient completes a full 

recovery. The right word in the right place seems to provide the best results. 

This article will be the last of my winter series of editorials which have all been produced to keep 

you, the fancier, interested during the “closed season” and to encourage you to perhaps consider 

other options to those that you have thought to be the norm up until now. I have not expected you 

to necessarily agree with my thoughts and suggestions but I have hoped that these words have 

encouraged you to think slightly outside the box and that you have enjoyed reading them. 

As far as the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation is concerned, we commence our 2015 

season with a race from Tewkesbury next Saturday (18 April) and it is my fervent hope that actions 

will now take the place of words and all members of the Federation will play the game and offer 

support and encouragement to the Fed officials, who will all be doing their very best to give you the 

finest racing possible in the UK and continental Europe. Mistakes, I am sure, will be made but please 

be tolerant and understanding when telling us where we have gone wrong, because you never know 

it may turn out that it was not our mistake after all. 

From now on I will be reporting on Federation racing 

in my reports and with the help of my fellow Press 

Officers at the various clubs, we hope to give as many 

clubs, the fanciers and their birds all the credit they 

deserve. Photographs would also help to illustrate the 

words we write. 

Just to break the monotony of so many words I am 

using a couple photographs of some of children we 

met last year, that have not been published so far, when we were doing the Secret Messages 

lectures.  I hope you like them. 

Cheers for now and here’s to a super season during 2015. 

Brian Smith - Press Officer 


