
 
 

SMDF No 71                                                                                          20 July  2015 

IN  THE  INTEREST  OF  GOOD  COMMUNICATIONS ……  

…… I will start this article by giving the members of Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation a 

brief report on the Management Committee meeting which took place on Thursday 16 July. 

The meeting was called by our secretary, Andy Webb, to review the 2015 season at the half yearly 

point and to examine the financial situation that currently prevailed. We also looked at the way 

racing had gone in general terms and sought to consider any changes that needed to be put into 

operation for the second half of our year.  

A comprehensive financial report was provided by our treasurer, Jill Smith, which included full 

details of the monies in the Bank plus all the outstanding payments that still had to be made, such as 

prize money already flown for and the prize money for the forthcoming Breeder/Buyer and Gold 

Ring Races, and I am delighted to report that, financially, everything is going along very well and that 

after outstanding debts have been paid, there will still be money available for us to put on a good 

show on Prize Presentation  day. In fact the treasurer’s report concluded with a vote of thanks to ALL 

the Federation members for their support, which had made the financial position so heathy – SO 

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS TO YOU ALL. 

The prize and pool money available to be won was reflected by the above comments and although I 

featured the actual figures in my last article I think they stand repeating. By the time of the Annual 

Prize Presentation the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation will have paid a grand total of 

£3,787 in prize and pool money for races flown in the old bird racing season during 2015. That can’t 

be bad, can it? 

A review of the old bird racing was also undertaken and again grateful appreciation was expressed to 

the Fed members for their support in birdage terms, which was very encouraging to the 

Management Committee because it suggested that, by and large, we were getting things right. 

Nevertheless, we are not being complacent, so if there is any aspect of our work that needs 

improving, please let us know and we will do our best to comply. 

From the Press Office’s point of view, we would like to congratulate the Race Team for giving us just 

about perfect racing during the old bird season, especially when difficult and sometimes unpopular 

decisions had to be made. Now let’s hope of more of the same with the young birds! 

 A short discussion took place with regard to the possibility of some of the early young bird races 

being flown on a Sunday to avoid clashing etc. This possibility had been discussed both formally and 

informally at the clubs within the Fed and the outcome was, that due to the unreliability of the 



 
 

English weather and therefore the possibility of having to hold over until Monday, we would not 

take up this option and continue with Saturday racing and basketing the birds on Friday nights. 

That brings you totally up to date and so it is now on to the young bird season and let’s just hope we 

can keep the dreaded young bird sickness at bay and maintain the excellent birdages we did during 

the old birds. 

Packmoor News 

Even though there has been no actual racing within the Fed our Deputy Press Officer, Jeff Roberts has 

come up with his usual informative news from the Packmoor point of view and like me he has 

decided to reflect on their wonderful old bird season, so over to you Jeff.  

“Not a lot to report this week as usual nobody has come forward with any news so all I can think 
about this week is to reflect on the 2015 old bird season which has not gone too badly at Packmoor. 
We started off with good birdage 300 and up to 450 for one race but it dropped off a bit the last 
couple of land races before picking up over the water. I think the highlights up to now is the 
performances put up by Mitch and Ryan Denson and I would think they will win the old bird average 
in the fed. What with the Jackpot top spot and the club points trophy looking like it's going to stay at 
Packmoor up till now a good season for us, but like everything else the clubs and fed need good 
people to run them and the Moorlands Fed has some of the best and it shows as it makes running the 
clubs a lot easier for example Kath gets the bill for the transport of birds on the Saturday, Andy Webb 
and Jill Smith get the Provisional result on the website before 12 o’clock on Sunday morning plus we 
get all the Fed news on the website usually on Monday so with everything else that goes to running 
the Fed like organising the Fed show and presentation night /breeder/buyer/ gold ring races 
everything seems to be going well but we cannot afford to stand still so if anybody has any ideas for 
the future please let any of the committee men know. So now we are on to the young birds where it 
will all lead up to the big race on the last race of the season. 
    
I'm saying last race but on that day we have got the Fed race the Jackpot race the Breeder/Buyer plus 
the Gold Ring race all on the same day. 4 races on the same day and what with all the money to fly 
for it is going to be a great day but none of this would be possible without the members who enter 

these races and Andy/Jill/Chris who pull it all together.  Jeff” 

 
Thank you Jeff for yet another excellent piece of writing – your members ought to be very proud of 

you.  

As regular readers will recall I promised to ask you for comments and help Jill and I with the content 

and format of the Federation website. Well, as I am sure you can imagine I have been inundated 

with the responses - so much so that we had to go away to Wales for the weekend to get over the 

shock! Perhaps this final request will have a better result but I won’t hold my breath. 

However I will ask Jill if she can source a free velocity calculator and put that on the site to comply 

with the request we have received. 

No pictures this week, so it’s just a long read but at least I’ve let you know what’s going on. 

Cheers for now. 

Brian Smith - Press Officer 

  


