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A Long Distance Stalwart 

By John Ghent 
 

When I think back to when I started in 

pigeon racing, some 20 years ago, the scene 

was a lot different. In conjunction with the 

rest of the world we live in, pigeon racing 

seems to have changed more in the last 20 

years than in the 100 years before it, much 

the same as technology, travel, our health 

and entertainment. One thing that has 

always stuck in my mind was when my 

Grandad used to take me to any club or 

Championship marking night, there was the 

long distance specialist. I'll never forget it, 

on many occasions I would point to a man 

in the corner of the room, with a small 

wicker basket that contained one or two 

birds and ask my Grandad who that was? 

His reply was nearly always, "that's so and 

so, he's good at the distance". 

I think with the modern systems in place, 

the birds now at our disposal and the hype 

that surrounds the sprint and middle 

distance racing, the old school, long 

distance fanciers preparing 2 or 3 pigeons 

for the assault on a couple of long distance 

races seem to have diminished. However, if 

you keep your ears to the ground and your 

eyes peeled, then there are still one or two 

little gems to be found all over the country. 

Quiet, unassuming fellas with a family of 

pigeons to die for are going about their 

business in a relaxed manner with the 

dream that this could be their year from the 

big one. Whether that be Barcelona, Pau, 

Tarbes, Bourges or Rennes, the vision is the 

same. Now my scouting network has been 

very busy and my Chief Scout, Bill Young, 

has brought to my attention a gent by the 

name of Ted Ivory. This little article is to 

highlight some of Ted's achievements, give 

credit where it's due and just to say ‘thank 

you Ted for keeping it simple and showing 

us what pigeon racing can be all about’. 

Ted keeps things very simple with old and 

young being flown out together and after 

years and years of testing on the same 

system it has got to the stage where Ted 

has a long distance team to be truly proud 

of and his list of results with a small team 

speak for themselves. Victories in the BICC 

from Perpignan in 1992 and 1993 put him 

illustrious company alongside Nicholson 

and Son and Ernie Deacon in winning the 

Perpignan race two editions on the trot! 

Add to that a victory in the British Section of 

the Anglo-French Barcelona race in 1996 

and you can see Ted was really going some 

in the early to mid-90s. Around this time 

Ted's first toss for his babies was 70 miles, 

this was to really focus on the ones that had 

the homing ability that is desperately 
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needed for the long distance internationals 

that Ted is keen on. He currently uses the 

local Wingham Club for training and his first 

race for the birds will be either Pau or Agen 

Internationals this year. Using these 

methods where faith in the birds is a 

necessity has allowed Ted to develop a 

team which does not need hammering 

down the road week in, week out and 

others have also benefited from this 

method, as Ted has bred pigeons to score 

regularly in the Bourges race in Up North 

Combine and has also bred pigeons for 

fanciers in his local area such as the Buddles, 

who had a pigeon called "Red Ted" that 

proved to be a decent performer at 

International level. 

Ted's love of Perpignan has continued to 

the present day and just to put things into 

perspective over 20 years on for his initial 

triumphs from the South for France, just 

take a look at his results in the last 5 years. 

 2010:- 22nd, 32nd, 36th BICC Perpignan 

 2011:- 61st and 97th BICC Agen. 4th and 

24th BICC Perpignan 

 2012:- 83rd and 103rd BICC Agen. 32nd 

BICC Perpignan 

 2013:- 108th BICC Pau, 70th BICC 

Perpignan 

 2014:- 95th and 96th BICC Pau, 84th and 

118th BICC Agen, 18th BICC St Vincent, 

16th, 53rd and 54th BICC Perpignan. 

 

So there we have it. If anything, Ted's 

performances are getting better and better, 

judging by the above results! Thanks to Bill 

Young for supplying some of the 

information; all results were taken from the 

excellent BICC Results Database. For those 

out there who think somebody deserves 

some time in the spotlight, just keep the 

information coming on any long distance 

men or women and I am sure between us 

we can rustle something up! 

The Brazilian novelist Paulo Coelho sums up 

nicely how I believe Ted has got to where 

he is today. 

"Be brave. Take risks. Nothing can 

substitute experience." 

In our pursuit of long distance success I 

think we could learn a lot from Ted and by 

practicing what Paulo Coelho preaches. 
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