
 

 

IAN LINDSAY 
 

LINDSAY & HENDERSON, NEWMAINS 

By Tom Corrie 
 

Newmains is a village and former mining 

community on the eastern edge of Wishaw, 

North Lanarkshire, Scotland, 18 miles (29 

km) south-east of Glasgow. Although it is 

considered by the local authority to have a 

town centre in its own right, it is often 

considered to be a part of Wishaw. 

The story of all the villages in the area 

surrounding Newmains and Wishaw is 

essentially the story of one of the most 

successful ventures into heavy industry in 

Scotland. Three iron works, the Omoa 

Ironworks, the Coltness Iron Company and 

the Shotts Iron Company comprise the 

earliest and perhaps the most important 

concentration of iron and steel 

manufacture in Scotland - these days are 

long gone. 

This reminds me of my youth and listening 

to that great band Big Country and the lyrics 

of their song Steel Town ‘In a steel town, 

when the heat is on, I went down and the 

heat turned on me.’ 

Well, back to reality 

On a cracking April morning I took the time 

to visit one of the best partnerships to fly 

into the Lanarkshire Federation. 

Ian Lindsay is very much what you would 

call a real pigeon fancier, respected by all 

who are fortunate to know him, he takes 

pride in being a pigeon fancier always 

taking the time to welcome others into his 

beloved Newmains club. 

He is a winner, his results over the decades 

will probably be never matched in the 

Newmains club, and he was quick to say 

that fellow member Andy Eadie beat his 

long time record number of first in the club 

in one season. 

Ian Lindsay always takes time to speak to 

those around him, sharing a wee blether 

with everyone and making you feel at ease 

always a true gentleman. 

Ian Henderson for the best part of forty 

years was the secretary of the biggest 

federation in Britain. This was a life time 

achievement that brings back great 

memories - you just have to sit and listen to 

him to understand how much this meant to 

him. He put his heart and soul into the job. 

When he recently retired the members 

showed their appreciation for Ian, Mr 

Lanarkshire Federation. 

This is a partnership that was founded over 

forty years ago in a heart of steel, both 



 
 

 

worked in the Lanarkshire steel works and 

thereafter the partnership was forged. 

Ian Henderson due to poor health isn't 

about the loft but still takes an interest of 

the federation results and especially his 

partners. 

The loft is sited in the suburb of Wishaw at 

Ian Lindsay’s home, not a big garden, 

everything has to fit into the space and that 

is what has been applied. 

It has cultivated many wins from Inland, 

Channel Opens in the Lanarkshire 

Federation and three SNFC section wins. 

They have always been a force in the 

Lanarkshire federation. 

Ian never looks back, only forward; his birds 

are conditioned to compete ever week right 

through the Lanarkshire programme and 

onto the National events. 

Time stops for no man and with Ian past the 

age of seventy he feels he enjoys his 

pigeons even more, he still feels twenty one 

“but the body tells you otherwise”, he 

laughs. 

He still has the zest and hunger to win but 

said he just loves sitting watching his 

pigeon’s race - winning isn't everything and 

he looks forward to the next race. 

When I arrived Ian Lindsay was awaiting the 

return of his pigeons: there was 29 cocks 

away to Elsrickle, 20 miles, and 24 hens 

away to Peebles, 34 miles. 

The cocks made light work of the job back 

in jig time the hens more split as this was 

their first toss of the season. Ian 

commented, “don't play about with them, if 

they are fit and healthy, get them right into 

a good toss”. 

During this time the phone was ringing from 

fellow fanciers and also Jeff Grenfell of 

Carluke popped round with a cracking pair 

of grizzle youngsters out of his Bedhampton 

club winner, Ian stating this is where your 

best pigeons come from - through 

friendship.   

What got you started and of which clubs 

are you a member? 

My father said I was born in a pigeon loft, I 

am 70yrs old and have always been a 

pigeon fancier.  I was once in partnership 

with my brother, Lindsay Brothers, flying 

out of Wishaw. I’ve been in partnership 

with Ian Henderson since 1975. 

I am a member of Newmains, Lanarkshire 

Social Circle, Scottish National Flying Club 

and Vice President of the club. 

What would you rate as your best 

performance? 

There have been many over the years.  I 

never look back, only forward. I raced at my 

best when I was working three shift pattern. 

Tell me about your lofts and the system 

you use. 

I use a roundabout and natural system and 

a darkness system with half the youngsters. 

My lofts are wooden, made of tongue and 

groove. The main racing loft is 24x6 ft. 

Naturals are in 6 x 6 with an avairy, young 

birds are in 6 x 6 with an aviary.  I also have 

a small loft for keeping widowhood hens - 

this also has an avairy.  I keep very few 

stock birds.  I don’t have grilles, but I put 

some cat litter under hens’ section perches 

and also part of young bird floor. I like to 

clean out all the lofts on a daily basis. I use 

Harkers’ floor white. Generally they’re 

closed fronted lofts with Sputnik traps and 

ventilation at rear. 

I pair up in the first week of February. 

 



 
 

 

Do you move the hens with the young 

birds?  

No, the youngsters are moved into their 

own section. The drinker cover is taken off 

and the birds are placed in the water to sit. 

They take the time to play in the water and 

find their new environment, usually taking a 

bath in the water. It gives them confidence 

and they are never shy of the drinker. I 

don’t suffer from young bird sickness – I 

feel moving them into section at once helps 

and also vaccinating them in nest. 

What kinds of grit and minerals do you 

give? 

Three kinds -Kilpatrick, Red stone and 

Oystershell.  Black Kilpatrick, Red mineral 

and also pickstone blocks. I also collect soil 

from mole hills and give this to the birds to 

take what they wish. Nature’s secret. Great 

late Andrew Dean’s gave me this tip. 

What about vaccination? 

All are vaccinated against paramyxo with 

Nobivac, young birds at 3 weeks in nest and 

all moved through into section at once. 

Everything in loft November is also 

vaccinated.  

So, what’s your daily routine? 

Up before 7am, get a cup of coffee and a 

cigar, which I smoke whilst cleaning the 

lofts, Birds basketed and on road to drop of 

birds for training for 9am. Take your time – 

don’t stress the pigeons. Clean out the 

water dishes. 

What about feeding? 

I use Q-Breeding Mix. Maples mixed with 

Concorde, small amount of G10 and 

Hormoform.  

 

 

And what about when they are racing? 

I use Gerry plus on Saturday with fresh 

water.  Sunday I give Concorde mixture 

Protein mix with a garlic clove or powder in 

the water.  Monday onwards they get a 

mixture of both feeds till they star to get 

picky.  Tuesday I put apple cider vinegar in 

the water. The only preventives they get are 

garlic and cider vinegar - if they need 

anything else they are not there. I also give 

a bath on Wednesday. 

Tell me about your approach. 

I don’t have fads about pigeons’ eyes and so 

forth, although I like to see a strong 

coloured eye. I’m not bothered about things 

like hens pairing – sometimes you will get a 

turnout of them. 

I do think a pigeon has the capabilities of 

racing both short and long distance races, 

although I would say establishing a distance 

team was harder. 

What families of pigeons do you keep? 

An old strain of Edminson Barker/Kilpatricks 

out of McGilvary of the Forth. Also, Corbett 

Busschaert based on a cock purchased from 

Billy King. I also have other birds through 

friendship from local fanciers. 

Which of the two sexes do you consider is 

the most important when it comes to 

breeding? 

You need good hens. 

Who among other fanciers do you admire? 

Lanarkshire is full of cracking fanciers but I 

really admire the performances of Wullie 

Millen, Cambuslang in the West section of 

the federation winning top prizes in strong 

west winds. 

What do not like in the sport? 

Bad losers. 



 
 

 

Tell me about your regime when training.  

The furthest I train is when the birds go 

with Federation transporter, around 35 

miles for me. I initially feed the young birds 

high protein and then add carbohydrates 

during racing. If they’re healthy, they do the 

full programme. 

What is your preferred type of racing? 

I like National racing. 

Do you use ETS? 

Yes Unikon, cracking invention. 

What type of pigeon do you like? 

Good length, strong back and silky feathers 

are essential 

How do you pick your weekly pool pigeon? 

Observation, they tell you. 

Which fancy press magazines do you 

enjoy? 

British Homing World. I don’t do computers. 

Do you show your birds? 

Yes I enjoy showing. Ian is one of the best at 

showing racing pigeons in the area, winning 

top prizes at the very top level of 

competition. He enjoys the friendship it 

brings. 

If pigeons aren't performing what do you 

do? 

I give a light diet.  

Raptors: are they a problem to you? 

Yes, we’re hit by sparrowhawks all the time. 

We have large trees to the rear and these 

are a problem. When the birds are out the 

Owl CD is played and we have a plastic owl 

on fence and the orange light switched on. 

Do you think the Federation should change 

its liberation sights to help stop raptor 

strikes, especially the short races? 

No the raptors are everywhere. 

What’s the cause of so many losses in 

young bird racing? 

Poorly trained birds and also raptor attacks. 

What do you think of one loft races? 

Not much. 

What is your favourite time of the season? 

Racing season. 

What does pigeon racing give you? 

Everything. 

What advice would you give a new-

starter? 

Go to the best fancier in your area and pay 

the asking price for his latebreds - don't go 

to someone that gives you two for that 

price. Don’t get caught up buying all these 

magic potions. 

Pigeons racing is not what you would call a 

fair sport due to loft position etc - just enjoy 

your pigeons. 
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AROUND THE UP NORTH COMBINE 

 

 

Ian’s raptor deterrent 

 

 

Lofts 



 
 

 

 

 

Inside the stock section 

 

This year’s youngsters 



 
 

 

 

 

Roundabout hen section 

 

 

Young bird loft that doubles at rear as roundabout section 

 



 
 

 

 

Two of his best 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Geff Grenfell dropping of a pair of youngsters for Ian 



 
 

 

 

 

The two Ians with some of their medals won. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


