
 

 

AROUND THE UP 

NORTH COMBINE 

By Keith Simpson 
 

1st and 2nd Fed for Ali McLeod 

The Up North Combines 2014 racing season 

started on Saturday 4th April, the first 

transporter arrived at the Selby (Bubwith) 

race point at 10.30pm and the last vehicle 

pulled in at 00.17am. The forecast was 

giving a lot of cloud and that was what we 

got at the start of Saturday morning, it was 

a case of waiting for the brightness to hit 

the sky, with it coming just before lunch 

which enabled group 1 being liberated at 

10.45am into a North-North-West wind, 

Group 2 was on its way at 11.00am and 

followed by group 3 at 11.15am.  

Things were going well when group 4 were 

up and away at 11.30am, with excellent 

visibility, well broken cloud and sunny 

intervals. But there was a 30 minute delay 

before group 5 strings were cut at 12.00pm 

due to heavy cloud build up, and group 6 

went up at 12.15pm, all groups left 

reasonably well in the cold North – North - 

West wind. For the very first time this 

season, I will be covering the Teesside 

Federation race results, the Fed have 

moved out of Section 6 and moved back 

into Section 5 which a number of members 

have wanted to do for a few years. The Fed 

is now down to four Clubs, Steve Wheatley 

Snr is the secretary of both Beechwood & 

Easterside and the Fed, and I wish the lad 

well in his new post. Keith Perkins is the 

secretary of Billingham T U, while Nev Evans 

is the Haverton Hill Secretary and Ian Brown 

is the Middlesbrough secretary. Now onto 

the Selby result, starting at Billingham T U 

where Ali McLeod assisted by his wife Linda 

got off to a winning start after timing a 

couple of birds to win a top draw 1st and 

2nd Club, 1st and 2nd Fed from an entry of 

629 birds. With the pole position winner 

being a 3y blue hen who covered the 56 

miles in 1 hour 19 minutes to record a top 

vel of 1257. The winning hen who is 

recording her second win is out of some of 

Ali’s best birds, her Sire is a G/Son of “Blue 

Diamond”, while the Dam is a G/Dtr of Koen 

Minderhounds famous “Gaby 103”, the 

winning hen is the full sister to Ali’s best 

ever racing hen “05 TEE 1111”. The blue 

card scoring yearling blue Gust Janssen x 

Gaby Vandenabeele hen who was 27 

seconds behind the Federation winning hen 

knocked up a vel of 1250, her Sire being a 

Gust Janssen from Clive Lister of York. The 

hen was 3rd Club out of the young bird 

Maidstone National, while her Dam was a 

1st Club young bird Maidstone National 

winner before being put to stock. Ali timed 
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another seven of his entries in the space of 

17 seconds to chalk up a very nice 11th, 

12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th and 17th Fed 

on 1179 (x2), 1178 (x2), 1177 and 1175 (2x). 

Ali topped the Fed three times in 2014 with 

his first Fed win being achieved at the 

Eastbourne (1) National when there here 

were 1,140 birds competing, with the chart-

topper going onto score a most impressive 

3rd UNC from a convoy of 16,708 birds. Fed 

win number two came at Melton Mowbray 

(3) against 1,213 birds, and the lads third 

Fed win was at the Eastbourne (2) National 

when there were 900 birds away, with the 

winner going onto chalk up 47th UNC from 

a convoy of 12,050 birds. Ali has flown a 

very good Pigeon over the years winning 

numerous Club and Fed averages and 

scoring some very impressive UNC positions, 

he is also the previous winner of 1st Up 

North Combine old bird Folkestone National 

in 1991 from a convoy of 22,375 birds when 

flying in the partnership of Ali McLeod & 

Keith Perkins. The loft of Brian Atkinson & 

Keith Perkins timed a couple of birds to lift 

3rd and 4th Club, 6th and 8th Fed on 1230 

and 1212, with the green card being 

awarded to a yearling blue cock, and the 

yellow was potted by a 2014 bred chequer 

cock. Brian & Keith are another loft that has 

flown a good Pigeon in their time together; 

the duo who are the previous winners of 1st 

UNC old bird Folkestone (2) National with 

“Ollie” in 2010 from a convoy of 17,366 

birds topped the Fed four times in 2014. 

Their first Fed win came at Newark out of 

2,369 birds and they followed that up by 

topping the Fed for the second time at 

Melton Mowbray (1) when there were 

1,435 birds competing. Fed win number 

three was achieved at Melton Mowbray (2) 

when there were 1,124 birds and their 

fourth Fed win popped up at Melton 

Mowbray (4) from an entry of 689 birds. 

The partnership of Hugget & Gregory had a 

couple of their entries on the clock to notch 

up 5th and 6th Club, 9th and 10th Fed with 

their first timer being a 5y blue cock doing 

1187, while their second bird on the clock 

was a 1y blue hen on 1179. The lads 

enjoyed a Fed win in 2014 with that being 

achieved at Reims (2) out of an entry of 144 

birds, with their winner going onto net a 

very good 15th UNC when there were 3,343 

birds competing. 

News from Middlesbrough H/S… 

Where the loft of Smith & Profitt timed no 

less than three birds to win 1st, 3rd and 4th 

Club from a six members entry of 138 birds. 

With the winner being a well-fancied 

yearling chequer cock who covered the 52 

miles in 1 hour 13 minutes 41 seconds to 

achieve a pole position winning vel of 

1243.7 to lift a tidy 3rd Fed, 1st Fed Nom 

and 1st 3 Bird Club Nom. The green card 

was awarded to a 2014 bred blue cock 

doing 1239 to take a useful 5th Fed while 

the yellow was potted by a 1y chequer cock 

making 1120 to notch up 20th Fed. The two 

lads timed a couple of later birds to lift 2nd 

and 3rd 3 Bird Club Nom, to round off a 

canny days racing. The boys flew in the 

partnership of Threadgill, Smith & Profitt in 

2014 when they won an outstanding 1st Up 

North Combine old bird Eastbourne (3) 

National with “Joe’s Boy” from a convoy of 

9,069 birds. Back to the Selby race where 

we see the loft of Les Wellburn & Son chalk 

up a very close 2nd with a yearling chequer 

cock doing 1243.5 which was enough to 

score a well-earned 4th Fed. Moving onto 

Haverton Hill where we see Tommy Clark & 

Son Gary, the previous winners of 1st UNC 

old bird Folkestone (1) National with 

“Dream Maker” in 2012 from a convoy of 

24,246 birds, topping the charts from a five 
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member’s entry of 92 birds. Leading the 

way for Tommy & Gary was a 2014 bred 

mealy hen that covered the 56 miles in 1 

hour 21 minutes 43 seconds to record a top 

vel of 1216 which was enough to pocket a 

useful 7th Fed. The red card winning hen is 

a direct Dtr of the duo’s 1st UNC Gold 

Medal winning “Dream Maker”. The loft of 

Dowson & G/Son chalked up a notable 2nd 

Club while B Letcher & McCabe took 3rd 

and 4th Club, with J Appleton in 5th and 6th 

positions. Next stop is the Beechwood & 

Easterside where it was good to see Keith 

Hodge & Dennis Potter come out on top 

with their red card winner being a yearling 

IHU rung blue Albert Marcellis x Van Den 

Berge cock who covered the 52 miles in 1 

hour 20 minutes to record a chart-topping 

vel of 1160 to go onto collect 18th Fed. The 

two lads’ winner that was won in a raffle 

was bred by R Moore & Son of Ireland, so 

well done to the Irish lads for breeding 

Keith & Dennis their winner. We have 

known Keith for a few years now; we first 

met him when we were collecting sea grit 

off Skinningrove beach for the loft floor. 

Keith has called at our loft a few times since 

for a chat and a coffee when he has been in 

the area. The McCarthy, Son & Profitt 

partnership were in 2nd spot with a 1y blue 

hen, with the blue card potter knocking out 

a vel of 1130 to notch up 19th Fed. Chief 

convoyer Steve Profitt was in the very 

highly successful partnership of Mahoney, 

Nixon & Profitt before he became the UNC 

chief convoyer. With the lads winning 1st 

UNC old bird Eastbourne Classic in 1991 

from a convoy of 19,580 birds. The boys 

achieved their second 1st UNC Gold Medal 

winning performance in 1999 from Lillers 

(1) when there were 20,858 birds 

competing. The present partnership of John 

McCarthy & Steve Profitt put up two very 

impressive performances with the same 

bird in 2013 when 1st Club, 5th Fed and 

45th UNC Bourges was chalked up from a 

distance of 542 miles when there were 

1,640 birds competing. The very same game 

bird was sent to Fontenay 2 weeks later 

from a distance of 439 miles, where an 

awesome 1st Club, 1st Fed and 9th UNC 

was won from a convoy of 3,190 birds. The 

late Wyn Cole, Steve Wheatley & G/Son 

timed no fewer than three birds to chalk up 

a useful 3rd, 5th and 6th Club; Wyn & Steve 

won 1st UNC Anderzel in 2008 with the 

Gold Medal winning “Ivy” from a convoy of 

4,867 birds. The loft of Gibson & Burnip 

nipped one of their entries in between Cole, 

Wheatley & G/Son’s first and second timers 

to pot the yellow. That’s my first report 

done and dusted, as you can see there are 

some very good fanciers flying in the 

Teesside Federation. Fanciers not only 

winning their Club and Fed but also 

previously winning 1st Up North Combine, 

which shows, its competition at its best. 

With that I will sign off until next week. Any 

news to Good Corn 6 Boulby Drive Loftus 

Saltburn Cleveland TS13 4JN. Tel; 01287 

643624 or Email; 

goodcorn@virginmedia.com 
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Ali McLeod holding his 1st Fed Selby winner, with Hayden, Trev Lancaster holding Ali’s 2014 3rd Up 

North Combine old bird Eastbourne (1) Bronze Medal winner. 

 

 

Gary Clark of Tommy Clark & Son, holding their mealy hen, winner of 1st Club, 7th Fed Selby. 
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