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 Report on Visit to: Gran Canaria  
For the Attention of: Gran Canaria One Loft Race 
From: William Ingham & Libby Harrison 
Visit Date: 21-23th Mar 2017  
 
Mark Williams 
 
Thank you for inviting us back to the Gran Canaria One Loft Race. It is good to see the loft is doing 
better than ever and you are setting yourselves up for having an excellent following season. It is 
good to see recommendations have been taken on board by both yourself and the whole team. 
Everyone looks to be working hard to get the most out of both the business and the pigeons.  
 
Buildings  
The loft is due for enlargement to accommodate more pigeons. We discussed this during our last 
visit to ensure the design ideas would give you the best possible loft. We would appreciate a copy of 
the plans drawn up to ensure the space available is being used effectively without any risk to the 
pigeon’s health.  
 
Animal Accommodation  
Having spent time at the loft we were able to see the loft cleaning is being carried out. The drinkers 
were being cleaned out twice a day and the food is being kept fresh & clean. 
 
Health status  
Most off the pigeons in the loft had were being basketed and due to leave as we arrived. They 
looked healthy and in good condition when they left the premises.  

 
Medication & Health: 
The room for medication and feed has been thoroughly cleaned and reorganised. It is good to see 
the medication which requires refrigeration been kept in a specific fridge, and medication and 
supplements having their own well-ordered space. We have provided you with items for an effective 
Pigeon First Aid Kit. Hopefully this will not be needed often but if you require any advice please call 
and email pictures and a video of the pigeon to us. 
 
Human health:  
On the day of the final the kitchen and staff had been well organised to ensure separation of loft and 
catering. Specific roles were being used to run each. Disposable plates, cutlery, and cups were being 
used, which are the most efficient way to ensure the health of all visitors. Whilst there were a lot of 
people present they were being kept in the catering area, away from the pigeons & the loft. This is 
helpful for both biosecurity and for the pigeons returning to the loft. 
We were able to watch on the live streamed video of the basketing the care and attention being 
used by the staff. All had gloves & face masks which are the best way to prevent the spread of 
zoonotic diseases.  
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The First Aid Kits were obvious, in easy to reach places, and of the required standard. This is 
particularly important with the large numbers of visitors present on the site during race days. A 
registered first-aider would also be an advantage here. 
 
Definition of Staff Roles 
We understand there has been an alteration in staff and staff roles to ensure efficient and effective 
management of the loft. Continued work to ensure everyone knows what is expected and required 
of them will provide good husbandry of the pigeons in your care.  
 
Biosecurity  
Loft coats, shoe covers, gloves & face masks were on site and being actively used. During the visit we 
helped to set up the fly prevention products which began working soon afterwards.  
With the redesign of the loft we would like to see the central pool used to disinfect the baskets as 
they return from each race. Disinfectant tubs were present and in use. It would be beneficial to use 
the absorbent foot pads during race days, placed across the entrance, to ensure every visitor’s feet 
are disinfected.  
 
Animal Welfare 
Excellent work was done to ensure the welfare of the winner of the final race whilst allowing for the 
needs of the visitors. The winner was given time to rest and recuperate after the race. Once the 
pigeon once more looked bright, alert, and rested, it was taken out for a short period of 
photographs, and handling by a limited number of people. Once he had been returned to the loft he 
was soon attempting to court the other winning birds.  
 
Summary  
It is good to see the loft management and staff have begun to implement changes. We hope the 
continued organisation level will help staff to keep on top of the work required to get the best out of 
the loft, business and pigeons. 
 
Review of Main action points:  

1. Roles & Responsibilities written down for all staff, with a daily and weekly rota 
written for the team to follow and keep up to date. 

 Staff reorganisation has occurred to make the loft run as smoothly as 
possible. As the loft grows new staff must be integrated fully to keep the 
team ethic and comradery you already have. 

2. Ensure all staff understand the issues of biosecurity, both as a risk to the birds and 
themselves. Having footbaths and loft coats, especially for the hospital and breeders, 
is the first step in this. 

 These points have been taken on board and was especially good to see being 
broadcast on the live stream. The new design of the loft should incorporate 
biosecurity into the design. 

3. Keeping the catering facilities and staff separate to the loft is extremely important 
for both the birds and the people. People working with the birds should not also be 
preparing and serving food, especially not to the public. Designate roles for race 
days. 

 This was very well organised whilst we were there, as noted above. 
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4. Medications must be kept in their own storage facilities. The room that these are 
stored in should be locked when not in use and not open to the public. Good records 
are required to ensure their appropriate use. 

 As noted above the feed and medicine areas have been thoroughly cleaned & 
reorganised. 

5. The site needs to be regularly cleaned then disinfected. Different areas can be done 
on successive days, with specific areas such as the court yard cleaned and disinfected 
after activities such as basketing. Ensure staff performing the cleaning and 
disinfection understand that dirt, faeces, and dust must be removed before the 
disinfectant is applied to allow it to work properly.  

 The site was cleaned and cleared of debris after the basketing and was in 
good condition for the race day. 

6. Distinct separation of the hospital, breeding, and quarantine areas are needed to 
ensure the best biosecurity for all birds. 

 We hope this can be organised with the reorganisation of the new building 
work. 

 

 

 

 

Report by William Ingham BVM&S MRCVS 

 


