
 

 

WELSH NATIONAL FLYING 

CLUB 
 

CARENTAN REPORT MAY 2015 

By Tom Harris 
 

Thursday 14th May and the Welsh National 

Flying Club were once again basketing for 

the second time in as many weeks this time 

for a race from Carentan on the northern 

French coast. 

With high winds and rain during the 

basketing procedures this didn't seem to 

deter our membership as once again 

following on from the successful Maidstone 

race the week before the event was well 

supported. 

 

Weymouth 

With the birds safely on route across the 

Severn Bridge from South Wales, the 

entries made the scheduled liaison with the 

west of England combine at Thornbury, who 

were to take over the transporting duties to 

the coast and across to the liberation site at 

Carentan, we were informed that the 

transporter arrived on site at 6.45 pm 

Friday evening, and upon arrival the 

pigeons were fed and watered and left to 

settle overnight. 

Saturday morning and after a fine evening 

and dry throughout the night, the weather 

Saturday morning seemed unfavourable for 

a possible early liberation due to overcast 

skies and it was therefore feared within the 

first update shortly after 7am that the 

weather was expect to clear around 10am 

and failing that if improvements aren't 

visible by 12 midday it was possible that 

there may be no other alternative than to 

holdover till the Sunday, at 8am and after a 

substantial break in the weather reported 

on site and along the 175 mile journey 

homewards the conveyors and race 

advisory committee of the WOE Combine 

were happy that conditions were in fact 

improving and after another hour or so and 

with breaks in the cloud the conveyors were 

happy to cut the strings releasing the 4,500 

English and welsh pigeons at 09.50 into a 

west north westerly head wind, one of our 

members who was in Weymouth on the day 

kindly sent us a picture showing the clear 
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blue skies which were present on the south 

coast and out to sea at this time . 

 

Ray Lambert 

Leading the field with an outstanding 

performance and the honour of 1st, 2nd and 

4th open Welsh National Flying Club and 

recipient of the west country products 

sponsored trophy is our 2014 Fougeres 

national winning loft of Ray Lambert of 

Abergavenny timing in 14.29.35 and a 

velocity of 1198.6, the winning pigeon was 

flown racing to a fourteen day old 

youngster in the nest and is of 

Lefebre/Dhaenen cross Herman v.d Weyer 

bred down through pigeons from Seddy 

Stevens from Pontypool on the dam’s side 

when paired to the sire from the Derby loft 

of Dave Stone, a gallant winner in such 

demanding conditions. 

 

Ray’s 2nd arrival is a smokey blue hen also 

sent sitting and described as the best racing 

hen that he has in the loft today she is bred 

down through the Vandenabeele lines 

crossed with his Kirkpatrick family, closely 

followed by the third pigeon this time an 

unpaired Herman van der Weyer cheq cock 

which takes fourth spot at 14.36.05 with a 

vel of 1171.43 dividing these three pigeons 

in 3rd we head to the blackwood area to 

the loft of Geoff Davies and Haines, one of 

our past committee members, who rejoined 

us on the night of basketing, the 

partnership timed in a 2 yr old cheq cock at 

14.35 recording a vel of 1171, of bloodlines 

Lefebre Dhaenen, which the partnership 

originally purchased from Louella and have 

raced since 1979, Jeff also informs me that 

in the past gift the Preece brothers of 

Cwmtillery partnership and the dam is one 

that was bred back from them for him. 

So with the first of a planned five overseas 

races overcome, we believe that under such 

trying conditions the WOE Combine 

committee got the timing right as to 

liberating the pigeons and they seemed to 

have come through on the estimated time 

of 4 1/2 hours which was circling around .it 

therefore gives us a good prospect of 

continued support for the next race from 

Fougeres when once again we come under 

the guidance of the WOE Combine  

Convoyer’s Report 

 Firstly can I thank everyone for the 

assistance given at the pick-up points 

especially at Thornbury where in excess of 

2000 birds were loaded. We arrived at the 

docks in Plymouth at 2.30am and made 

sure there was water before the birds. We 

kept water in the drinkers when boarding 

the ferry for the 8am sailing and on arrival 

at Roscoff again ensured there was water in 

the drinkers for the 200 mile journey to 

Carentan. We arrived on site at 7pm and 
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after settling the birds fed and watered 

them before turning in for sleep at 10.30pm. 

We rose at 6am and topped up water. 

Weather was overcast with a NW wind but 

the overcast was expected to clear by 10am. 

I consulted with the race advisor. By 9.30am 

there were large patches of blue sky and 

sunshine. Visibility was very good. At 

9.50am we liberated and all but about 70 

pigeons cleared the site immediately. The 

stragglers cleared after a few minutes. The 

Wiltshire Fed liberated I believe at 10.15am 

and the Dorset Fed at 10.30am. All 

liberations were good. I hope you had a 

good race though I expect it would have 

been fairly tough in the NW wind. 

Martin Pike – Chief Convoyer 

Please see this week’s top ten below. 

Tom Harris  
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This week’s top ten 

1 R Lambert  04:39:35  190m  727y  1198.666 

2 R Lambert  04:41:20 190m  727y  1191.210 

3 Davies & Haines  04:35:37  183m  796y  1171.468 

4 R Lambert  04:46:05  190m  727y 1171.431   

5 Mr & Mrs Bromley 04:36:25 183m 781y 1168.023   

6 Mr & Mrs Beresford 

& son 

04:26:24 176m 707y 1165.417   

7 Scammell & Peploe 04:40:05 185m 227y 1163.322  

8 T Hawkins Family 04:26:03 173m 1322y 1149.416  

9 Mr & Mrs Bromley 04:41:01 183m 781y 1148.903 

10 Scammell & Peploe 04:43:42 185m 227y 1148.491  

 

 



 

 

 


