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Carentan National Early Times 

The first race in the WSRNFC race calendar 

took place on Sunday 10th May following a 

one day hold over due to bad weather and 

high winds in the English Channel. 

The convoy of 1,475 birds was eventually 

liberated at 9.20 am on Sunday 10th   May 

with good weather and a favourable south 

westerly wind forecast. 

The wind had a great influence on the 

outcome of the race as can be seen from 

the early velocities highlighted below, with 

the east section pigeons dominating the 

Open result. 

Congratulations to Daniel Pipe of the 

Strickland & Grandson partnership, on 

another outstanding performance. Daniel’s 

team has been in “red hot” form again this 

season. Congratulations also to all the other 

section winners. 

So here is the preliminary result which is 

based on first bird verification times. The 

final published result may differ 

considerably.  

 

 

 

Daniel-Pipe of the Strickland & Grandson 

partnership, 1st sect 1st Open WSRNFC 

Carentan 

Open 

1st East section 1st Open R Strickland & 

Grandson, vel 1660.60 

2nd East section 2nd Open Mr & Mrs 

Bromley, vel 1658.74 

3rd East section 3rd Open Lovell Brothers, 

vel 1636.42 

 

1st Centre section 6th Open Williams, 

Brothers, son & Burgham, vel 1609.83 

2nd Centre section 7th Open D & G Bruton, 

vel 1603.95 

3rd Centre section 9th Open Ireland & 

Hynam, vel 1583.53 
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1st Centre West section 14th Open 

O’Connor & Bloss, vel 1555.89 

2nd Centre West section25th Open Morris 

& Webb, vel 1475.47 

3rd Centre West section A Gardiner & son, 

vel 1425.62 

 

1st West section 20th Open Watts & 

Williams, vel 1527.47 

2nd West section 24th Open Williams & 

Wellington, vel 1487.31 

3rd West section 26th Open C Bradshaw 

Jnr, vel 1472.37 

The above list of early times was a 

preliminary report on the race so now let’s 

get some “meat on the bone” so to speak. 

The race winner was clocked at the 

Pontnewynydd (Pontypool) loft of R 

Strickland & Grandson, Daniel Pipe. Daniel, 

who is the active fancier in the partnership, 

actually had two birds drop together to 

finish in probable 1st & 2nd Open positions. 

The first in the clock is a bit of an animal as 

this is in fact the three year old hen’s 

second National win, as she came out on 

top of the pile in the 2014 Nort sur Edre 

National race as well as finishing at 14th 

Open National in the World War 1 

Memorial National race. This is Daniel’s 

take on the great second National win for 

his hen:- 

“The double National winner was bred by 

my good mate Brett Jones of the Rhondda 

and contains the very best of Clive Aker’s 

National winning Braspenning bloodlines. 

The likely winner of 2nd National, as I had 

two birds arrive together, is out of a 

daughter of Gem 84 x my racing machine 

now retired to stock. He in turn is out of a 

son of Grey Gem paired to an Alwyn Paddy 

pigeon. This is my first year racing the 

children of this pair and they have produced 

2nd club 2nd Fed Salisbury 2,233 birds 

beaten by a loft mate, a full sister 1st club 

5th Fed Salisbury 3,480 birds, a full brother 

2nd club 2nd Fed 2nd National Carentan 

beaten by a loft mate!! I fly roundabout, 

with the hens beating my cocks most 

weeks. I would like to thank my good friend 

Darren Ede of the Darling & Ede partnership 

for the top class birds he's gifted me over 

the years. I normally race about 60 young 

birds and 45 old birds feeding Versele Laga 

mixtures. What a start to the season 

topping the Fed twice and winning the club 

4 weeks out of 5!” 

Congratulations, Daniel, on some super 

performances. 

In the next spot, probable third position, in 

both section and Open is the husband and 

wife partnership of Mr & Mrs Ian Bromley. 

The Bromleys have an enviable record in 

the short time that they have been in the 

sport with a number of National wins to 

their credit in a very quick succession. Their 

Carentan timer is a dark chequer hen that 

was gifted to them by their good friends 

and mentors, Ron Scammell and Paul 

Peploe. She is a yearling and had just two 

races as a young bird and this year had one 

warm up race from Lyndhurst the week 

before Carentan. She was allowed to rear a 

pair of young birds that had been underlaid 

from the stock loft and had only been 

placed on round about two days before 

basketting for Carentan. Yet again we see 

the influence of one of the greatest Welsh 

pigeons of all time - Scammell and Peploe’s 

“Champion Nearly Cock” in the breeding of 

this top National performer. More on the 

Nearly Cock’s influence on some of the 

winning pigeons in the Carentan race to 

come below. 
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Third East section and third Open National 

is the Lovell Brothers partnership. Jason 

Lovell had this to say about the partners’ 

latest top performer. 

“This hen is a 2014 late bred young bird 

that had 3 races last year and was stopped 

as she was moulting too heavily. This year 

she has been raced on pure widowhood. 

Carentan was her 3rd race of the year and 

this is her first win. She is bred from my 

very best lines and 2 brothers have won 

14th Nat Carentan Y.B. and the other was 

6th Fed Purbeck in the first year of 

breeding. The sire is a son of Scammell and 

Peploe’s famous “Nearly Cock” when mated 

to my NO 1 stock hen which has bred me 

over 40 x first prize winners and 12 birds to 

score in the top ten of Nationals. She was 

gifted to me by G. & M.Clayton and her 

sons and daughters have bred me National 

winners. She was loaned to Ronnie 

Scammell who paired her to his “Nearly 

Cock” and we shared the youngsters. The 

dam of the hen is a granddaughter of my No 

1 pair and she won 1st Open National from 

Brussels and topped the Welsh North Road 

Fed twice as a Yearling, She also won 24th 

Nat Metz at 460 miles, her father is a son of 

my No1 pair that scored 3 times 3rd 

National and 12 times in the top 20 of the 

Fed. I call him my National cock and is 

probably the best bird I have ever raced. His 

sire was gifted to me by the late great Dai 

Evans of Cascade. The G/Dam of the hen is 

Daughter of Mel Mayo’s 2004 Bonn 

National winner. I believe that you should 

throw all the best bloodines into the 

melting pot and you should come out with 

some super birds. I would like to thank 

everyone who helped me put this team of 

birds together and would like to 

congratulate Dan and Ian on their birds’ 

performances”. 

Centre East section winners is the firm of 

solicitors that go by the name of Williams 

Brothers, son and Burgham of Tredegar. 

The partners have a number of National 

wins to their credit both when in 

partnership and individually and the latest 

of these National wins came in 2013 when 

they won 1st Open BICC. Their timer from 

Carentan is a yearling chequer cock that 

had 4 races last year as a young bird, his last 

race was the bad Lyndhurst and was then 

stopped for the season. This year he had no 

training and his first time in the basket was 

the Portland race (brought back to 

Salisbury), his second race was Lyndhurst 

last week when he was just behind the 

leaders, where the partners had 6 pigeons 

in the first 36 of the Fed. Carentan was his 

third time in the basket this year. His 

breeding is as follows: 

Sire: Cheq Cock (Stock) Inbred to Burgham 

Bros Champion National Man and is a half-

brother to 1st Open National Lillers 

Dam: Cheq Hen Bred by L & K Buddle Dover 

and was a 2013 Late bred, her sire is a 

double G.Son of G & C Coopers Farm Boy 

and her dam is a Dtr of Mike Mitchell's 

'DUTCH HEN' when she was paired to a Son 

of 'BC' 2nd Open BICC Pau & 'EVE' 1st Open 

BICC Perpignan. A pigeon bred in the purple 

then, with top class National performers in 

all branches of his family tree. 

D & G Bruton of Tredegar are also always 

well represented on National race results 

and in this Carentan race they clocked a 

yearling hen to take 2nd Centre East section 

7th Open. This is what Dean Bruton had to 

tell me about their latest success:- 

“The partnership consists of myself and my 

dad now 75yrs young who is retired and 

without his help, sometimes thankless from 
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me, I wouldn't be able to race them working 

24/7. So a big thank you to him. 

The first bird in the clock is a yearling hen 

raced on roundabout which in fact was our 

second bird home, the first bird would not 

come in just sat on the top looking at us. 

The hen is a mix of all our best Janssen 

based pigeons had one race as young bird 

2nd club, this year 2nd club Salisbury 34th 

fed 3,480 birds beaten in club by a loft mate 

and now its 3rd race in life 1st club 

provisionally 2nd section 7th open. Our 

second pigeon which was clocked 5 seconds 

after is a grizzle cock 4yr old a cross of 

Lambert & Davies grizzle family with our 

own Janssen based family, the dam of this 

cock has bred 10 different multiple first 

prize winners raced on roundabout and has 

won many cards for us as well as national 

positions up to Saintes also winning the 

Rhymney Valley show race from Saintes.” 

The New Tredegar partnership of Ireland 

and Hynam come in at 3rd section 9th 

Open. Despite several attempts to contact 

the partners by telephone I was 

unfortunately unsuccessful and so have no 

details of their pigeon. 

The winner in the Centre West section was 

a yearling cock raced on round about 

system and racing to the lofts of O’Connor 

& Bloss of Llanharan. The section winners 

parents were gifted to Phil Bloss as eggs by 

Ian Stafford bred from Ian’s middle distance 

race team of Jos Thones. In fact Phil had 

two drop together, the second in the clock 

just 7 seconds later is a two year old and 

another of the Ian Stafford Jos Thones. 

Runners Up in this section was the Ynyshir 

[pronounced unnis heer] partnership of 

Morris and Webb. Wayne and Dean clocked 

a yearling blue white flight hen is of the Van 

Reet x Van Loon and Van de Rhee lines. The 

sire won 6 times first club and was then put 

to stock. The dam is a nest mate to “The 

Special One” a winner of  first club and 5 

times second club beaten by loft mates 

each time. An uncle to her had 8 firsts for 

Mike Kettley, so it's in the genes. She is 

flying to the perch as all the racing and they 

are fed all they want and are trained to 

Magor 35 miles three times a week by 

Dean’s good friend Anthony Southwood. 

The day before basketting for the race the 

hens were allowed to run with the cocks. As 

Dean said “I try to keep things as simple as 

possible”. 

In third place in the section was the father 

and son partnership of Arthur and Jim 

Gardiner. The partners clocked a two year 

old blue cock of Vandenabeele bloodlines. 

The sire originated with M & D Evans and 

the dam came through Mike O’Hare of 

Middlewich in Cheshire. Lightly raced out to 

120 miles as a youngster and yearling he 

was raced on round about earlier this 

season and then re mated and sent to 

Carentan driving his hen. 

Moving on to the winners in the West 

section now and top of the pile here is a 

blue cock of Tarbes winning bloodlines 

crossed with Mike Parker’s Lessay National 

winning Van Elsacker blood, racing to the 

Maesteg lofts of Watts & Williams. The 

photograph that accompanies this report 

shows Ray Watts and Mike Williams holding 

two section winning nest mates, one, a 

section winner in 2015 with the Welsh SR 

Fed, and the other, the Carentan section 

winner in the National. 

Second section is one to Williams and 

Wellington of Neath. The partners timed a 

yearling Lefebre Dhaenen blue w/f hen 

having only her second race of the season, 

the other one being a 90 mile jog from 
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Swindon. She was however, raced through 

to 190 miles as a young bird. 

The hen had only recently been separated 

with the other racing hens so that they can 

race the remainder of the season on round 

about.  

Charlie Bradshaw Junior takes 3rd West 

section26th Open with a chequer cock 

flying widowhood. He is pure Ko Van 

Dommelen. The cock has “previous” as he 

was 2nd west section W.S.R.N.F.C Saintes 

2014. 

Next race Falaise on May 23rd. 

I hope to cover the top three prize winners 

in both the Open result and each section in 

each National race, and would ask the 

successful fanciers to make themselves 

available so that I can get details on their 

timers.  

Alternatively you can contact me on 

01443/435684 or email on 

Gcymro@aol.com 

Your cooperation will be greatly 

appreciated as I have a very tight schedule 

if the race reports are to be with the Fancy 

Press in time for the next week’s editions. 

Gareth Watkins 

 

 

May 2015 

 

 

 

Strickland&Grandson 1st WSRNFC Carentan 
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Strickland-Montage of the three birds that won 1st, 2nd & 3rd WSRNFC in 2014 

 

 

 

Strickland & Grandson Racing Lofts 

 



 

 

 

Ian Bromley of the Mr & Mrs Bromley partnership probable 2nd section 2nd Open WSRNFC Carentan 

 

 

 

Dean Bruton of the D & G Bruton partnership. 

 



 

 

 

Williams Brothers, son & Burgham 1st Centre East section 6th Open National Carentan 

 

 

Phil Bloss of O'Connor & Bloss 1st Centre west section 14th Open National Carentan 

 

 

Ray Watts and Mike Williams 1st West section Carentan 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Charlie Bradshaw Jnr 3rd west section 26th Open Carentan National 

 

 

 

 

Welsh SRNFC birds ready for liberation at Carentan 

 



 

 

 

Jim Bob Whitcombe, Jim Gardiner ,Chico Owen and Don Chaffe at the Carentan National marking. 

 

 



 

 

 


