
WEST OF ENGLAND SR COMBINE by Alen Gibb 

 

On 13th June the Combine were at Messac when 247 members from 26 clubs entered 2339 birds. This was 

always going to be a stickler for the race advisor Mike Staddon because of generally bad weather in the 

midlands and north of England which, in the early part of the day also covered the northernmost part of the 

Combine in Gloucestershire. This was expected to clear most if not all of the county by early afternoon but 

this turned out not to be the case. North of Bristol remained with constant drizzle and misty and overcast 

conditions until tea-time. Nevertheless, although velocities were slightly down in this area, returns were very 

good. Conditions at Messac were not good at first with fog and mist but the rest of the route home was very 

good with a SW wind in the channel and UK. It was decided that as soon as Messac was clear the birds 

would be liberated which was done at 9.15am into no wind. Others at the race-point with birds for the 

Midlands and further north held due to weather at the home end. 

 

A good race ensued with 17 clubs being represented in the top 50. These were spread from Glastonbury in 

the south to Gloucester in the north and from Chippenham in the east to Bridgwater in the west. Take a look 

at a map and you will see that Combine birds are not following a narrow band of tram-lines and have to 

think for themselves – it’s like Classic racing every week! Top of the shot was Brian Olver of Sodbury Vale 

whose yearling cheq cock made 1515 ypm for the 253 mile journey. He was closely followed by R 

Robinson of Bath, the two being separated by decimals. Unfortunately I have no details of the winning bird. 

 

On 20th June we were at Bedhampton when 252 members from 25 clubs entered 2948 birds, liberated at 

10.25am into a light west wind. The race had a great result for Andy & Sarah Florek of Gloucester & 

District club. Their yearling cheq widowhood cock, bred from a Stan Dangerfield cock and Ivan Hofton hen, 

won 1st Combine making 1296ypm for the 82 mile trip – just pipping Bill and Sam Wardop of Stroud by 

decimals. At the Gloucester club the result is always read out by the Chairman in descending order. When he 

got to 10th position Sarah was about to object because their velocity had not been read out! The partnership 

is hard-working and very popular in the Club – they do not get the success they richly deserve and when 

their name was read out as winning the race the applause and shouts of congratulations were something I 

had never heard before - a brilliant day for Andy & Sarah. 

 

 
Andy & Sarah Florek of Gloucester & DFC with their 1st Combine Bedhampton (2948b) 

 

Our penultimate channel race of the year was from Niort on 27th June when 200 members from 25 clubs 

entered 1292 birds. The Combine marks on a Wednesday for this race but, thanks to a clear road the 

convoyers managed to reach the site by nightfall on Thursday in time to feed and water the birds. Some have 

queried the need to go on Wednesday but it would only need a slight delay on the ferry or French roads to 

make Saturday liberation impossible if marked on Thursday. We had been hoping for an early liberation but 

this turned out to be inadvisable with heavy overcast on site. This was expected to clear fairly quickly and it 

did. Liberation took place at 7.35am into a light north-west wind. 

 



 
Graham (Buzzer) & Beverley Bees of Carlingcott with 1st Combine Niort (1292b) 

 

 

A steady race ensued with the winner being timed by the Carlingcott partnership of G & B Bees whose 

yearling dark hen made 1290ypm for the 361 mile trip. She won by a margin of 22ypm and is a Klass Krom 

x Janssen (Bev says ‘why can’t they call a breed Dave or Kevin?’) gifted by Steve Bryant of Bristol – earlier 

in the year she had been 27th Combine from Fougeres (2735b). Once again the top fifty in the result were 

spread throughout the Combine from 346 miles to 391 miles. 

 

Our final OB inland race was from Littlehampton on 4th July when 237 members from 25 clubs entered 

2271 birds. The birds were liberated at 7.35am into a SW wind. With most of the Combine flying due west 

of north-west from the racepoint it was again predicted that the Gloucestershire-based clubs would do well 

and this turned out to be the case. Before we get on to the winner I feel I must make a special mention of the 

performances by Phil Barry of Bristol West who defied the odds with three pigeons within 16 seconds to 

take 3rd, 4th & 5th Combine – excellent flying by any standards – and Nigel Templar of Towers in 13th 

position, when all other birds in the top twenty were way to the north (but similar distances to Bristol) in 

Gloucestershire. 

 

The winner was timed at the loft of new members Johan Else & Ray Murrey of the Gloucester & District 

club who live in the far north-west of the Combine area near Newent. The pigeon is a dark cheq yearling 

Houben cock flown on roundabout and was way out in front on 1429ypm for the 113 mile journey. Its 

parents are direct from Luc Houben Belgium and the grandparents are the Simba and Miss Lizzie lines. This 

is the partnership’s first year racing to their new address and they have only been entering very small teams 

of yearlings. This week their entry was six birds and they managed to win 1st, 16th & 19th Combine.  

 

 
Johan Else & Ray Murrey of Gloucester 1st Combine Littlehampton (2271b) 

 

I’m sorry this article is somewhat late – I have been waiting for details of some of our winners and have 

been unable to get as much as I wanted. I wanted to end with the result of our most successful Bordeaux race 

but this will have to wait for the next article. I would ask all members who are fortunate enough to win the 

Combine to send me details of their winning birds in order they can get the recognition they deserve. 
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