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July 21st 2015 

By Michael Feeney 
 

This article is a little aside to the series on 

the Barcelona Dream I am doing. I started 

this process with an aspiration to achieve 

something never done in Ireland. To clock 

within race time a bird from the 

International Race from Barcelona. Before 

starting I did a fair amount of looking for 

the right birds that I felt could help me 

achieve this aspiration. Make no mistake 

about it I fully understand the kind of thing I 

am trying to do is a big ask and may take a 

long time before it is achieved by me or 

some other fancier willing to try with their 

birds.  

This search has lead me to various people 

with in our sport and I would just like to 

thank them in this little article for the help 

each has been willing to offer in a bid to 

achieving this aspiration.  

Firstly thanks to the House of Aarden. These 

were my first port to call to in this process. I 

have found Steve and Lesley Wright an 

absolute pleasure to deal with and have had 

many conversations with Steve about 

various things pigeon related. In my opinion 

they have been honest and open with me 

since first making contact and have helped 

wherever they could. I would not hesitate in 

recommending their service to anyone. 

Next I would like to thank Nic Harvey of 

Taunton. Multiple times clocking from the 

Barcelona with birds of the calibre of 

Musgrove Addiction, Obsession and Insights 

amongst others. Nic has provided me with 

young from his Barcelona birds named 

above for the wish to be involved in this 

aspiration and to see it a reality. I call Nic 

regularly and in honesty I don’t think you 

could meet a nicer fancier willing to help in 

any way he can. This both in just discussing 

methods to discussing what he will send me 

next. I already know birds from Musgrove 

Insanity and Persistent will be on the way 

this coming winter. His 2 clockings this year 

from Barcelona. 

Chris Booth from York. Chris racs as Shipley 

& Booth. Again Chris has been excellent to 

deal with and has sent me over birds with a 

view to building a nice family based on birds 

bred and raced by Jim Emerton of York. 

These are superb specimens and 1 in 

particular a hen I have named Sparrow are 

great examples of the Emerton Bloodlines. 

The next several individuals are small 

garden loft men whose names speak for 

themselves. They are household names in 

pigeondom and in all fairness people I 

would never have dreamed of contacting. 
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Firstly there is Steve Howell who through 

another contact is providing me with 

several Emeil Dennys for this experiment. 

Next there is Marco Wilson of Cleepthorps. 

What a pigeon man. This year 3 from 3 in 

the Barcelona International. All I can say is 

wow. Then there is the legendary Jim 

Donaldson of Peterhead with his record 

setting family of birds. Chris Gordon also 

with a family of exceptional Pau and 

Palamos birds. I have also contacted Dave 

Delae, this year’s winner of the BICC from 

Barcelona with his exceptional hen. Trevor 

Robinson of Hull also an exceptional flyer 

with his small lofts and setup. 

These fanciers are all together for one 

reason and one reason only. I have only 

recently contacted each. Each has in their 

own right impacted on this fair sport of ours. 

As men with birds of distinction I hope to 

achieve and emulate their results from each 

of their respective locations from my own. 

This is in itself the difficulty I face and I 

cannot say thank you enough to each. The 

only thing I can say that will maybe mean 

more is that in my first contact with each it 

has been nothing more than inspirational 

for me. I am thrilled with excitement at the 

prospect I face in clocking from Barcelona 

into Dublin. So I can only offer a very big 

thank you to each of you and say I will do 

my utmost to achieve with the birds given. 

On the home side there are also people 

here in Ireland that deserve accolade. I do 

not wish to take away from those birds that 

have completed the arduous journey from 

Barcelona to Ireland. These birds with the 

heart and men with the desire to send them 

deserve the respect of all fanciers both here 

in Ireland and also in the UK. One of us will 

eventually do it. I am selfish in the fact that 

I hope it is me first. In saying that though I 

would not begrudge the man whose birds 

accomplished it. The interest here is 

growing and I can see it continuing to grow 

year on year. I for one will do everything I 

can to promote to everyone it myself. 

The last person in the present list of people 

to thank is the one and only Mr. Jim 

Emerton. On this journey, although only 

starting, I contacted Jim. We have been in 

contact for about a year now. Through him I 

have contacted all of the above people 

except for The House of Aarden. I think 

because of his standing with these people 

and how they view him, both as an 

individual and a pigeon man, that they have 

all been too willing to help in my task ahead. 

With the support of these people I cannot 

but succeed. It is only a matter of time. 

With Jim’s knowledge and my enthusiasm 

hopefully it will not be long before the 

Everest in pigeon racing is achieved here in 

Ireland.  

Michael Feeney 

mifeeney634@gmail.com 
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