
  MONTH BY MONTH 
             with Chris

Champion “Tracey’s Red” winner of the N.W.C.C.
Hall of Fame and over £5,000 in his racing career,
     for Chris Knowles of Woodley, Stockport.

July -- Julius Caesar's month
Julius Caesar reformed the Roman calendar (hence the Julian calendar) in 46 BC. In the process, he 
renamed this month after himself. 
The O.B. Season draws to a close and the YB racing begins!

July is always an important  month to me, as it is the month where I ensure that my yearlings end their 
season on a positive note. My yearling cocks were only raced inland, up to 188 miles and 90% of my 
yearling hens raced the same, with a few being sent to channel events. I am pleased with the yearlings this 
season and they completed their last three races with respectable results.

“Whitenose” One of my 
yearling cocks, who in his 
last three races showed 
strong potential for the 
future. His last three 
races were from, 
152 miles where he won 
2nd club 11th Section 
Fed. when he was 
beaten by one of three 
other yearling loftmates 
that he arrived with. 
188 miles - 3rd club 10th 
Section Fed.
132 miles - 1st club 5th 
Section 12th Open Fed 
2,150 birds. Two other 
yearlings also took 3rd 
and 4th in this race with a 
2 year old brother to my 
Fed.Topper from Messac, 
completing the set of four 
and finishing 2nd.



Whilst training my YB team for the coming races, I also have three yearling cocks in training with them, as 
preparation for next season. These cocks were not trained as youngsters and have been trained very 
lightly with the old birds. They are paired to three of my young hens which they have exercised with from 
babies and will complete all YB training through to September. They are still in super wing condition and 
exercise just as freely as the youngsters, as they know no other way of life yet. They will rear a baby next 
season prior to going onto the widowhood.
The youngsters have feathered nicely and are in good condition for both the remainder of their training and 
racing which, takes place over the next few weeks and up to mid September where the longest event that I 
shall compete in, will be the NFC race which to me will be from 354 miles. The main goals for YBs targeted

This young cock is one of my exchange pigeons for the 
Lancs. Social Circle race at the end of August. Bred by 
an old friend George Mainwaring and he certainly looks 
the part.

 Here you can see some of the YB team showing their full  
coat of feathers and the type of visual condition that you 
require to see in July, with the YB race season fast 
approaching. I am not sure if the grizzle was just blinking 
or whether he was winking at the camera!

for races such as this one, will be to have given 
them enough experience by the time that the 
race comes around and to have them in perfect 
feather and to apply some motivation factor that 
will hopefully make the difference to their 
performance. My best results in previous races 
of such a kind, have been with hens that have 
part grown their first primary flight and have 
been motivated by one thing or another. 
Sometimes it has been a youngster to feed or 
even just showing an interest in a cock and the 
build up to nest making. With young cocks 
although it goes against the thoughts of many 
fanciers, the best results have come from a 
young cock that is driving to nest. Over the 
years, I have found that youngsters which excel 
in the longer events, tend to have had a steady 
season and made no mistakes, rather than the 
ones which have prized or won in the early and 
shorter events and this applies irrespective of 
their breeding.
The last week or so has brought with it the one 
problem that I hate but seems to appear every 
season, part way into the training program for 
the youngsters. No I am not referring to Yb 
sickness but that of injuries incurred on training 
tosses. This season I completed 6 tosses at 15 
miles without a hitch and on the 7th toss, had 3 
youngsters injured when I got back, one 
returned next day injured and one never made it 
home. There was no obvious reason for this 
problem as I let them go in a SW wind and they 
gained height very quickly in a clear liberation 
zone. One of the youngsters injured was the 
blue pied in the photo opposite. I make doubly 
sure that such ybs are 100% recovered before I 
recommence their training and they have to 
demonstrate this during their exercise periods. 
The youngsters that had not been hurt in any 
way, were moved on to 25 miles for their next 
training toss, which they completed without 
hazzard and were all in the loft when I arrived 
home. They will be taken to the same liberation 

point for another three or four times and then have the same at 40 to 45 miles, before they go to their first 
race. This season I intend to race them down to the south coast at 188 miles, with a small percentage 
being raced on to the 354 miles stage and they will most likely be hens. I did not do this last season, as I 
wanted to strengthen my team in numbers and so I trained them only. As you can see from the text about 
“Whitenose” above, it has not prevented them from winning but next season I want to have yearlings that 
have more experience, so that I can extend them to longer distances in their yearling year, with a bit more 
confidence. Racing as YBs, is not essential in order to help them win as old birds and  “Many roads lead to 
Rome”, only you can choose the one to suit your needs and circumstances!



The First Race Ybs: I have decided to this race a miss for a couple of reasons. The major reason is that 
the Federation that I fly with will be liberating my Section (North) separately to the combined liberation of 
the East and West Sections. History has clearly demonstrated that there is a high risk of a poor race with 
this practice with a relatively small number of pigeons on a very busy day for YB libs at what will be 113 
miles for the first race of their young lives. My second concern is level of YB sickness that prevails in the 
warm humid weather which goes hand in hand with the first couple of races. I consider myself lucky that  
fellow club members go to great lengths to ensure that race crates are cleaned and disinfected before use 
for marking. The second race of the program will take place from the same point followed by races from 
132 miles and then 152 miles. In previous seasons when racing youngsters, I have begun my season at 
the 132 mile point but would like another race this year, to give them just that bit more experience before 
the NFC race comes along. I will be watching the weather forecasts with a keen interest and may will 
probably keep a percentage of my team at home each Saturday. 

 A view of some of my youngsters, taken from inside the loft and showing how they enjoy to spend most of   
their daytime hours out in the aviary cage. I also place their drinker inside here during the day, as it keeps 
it free from dust and helps to increase their bond and confidence with this part of the loft which, after all, is 
the place that they must enter with confidence when they are trapping from exercise, training and racing! 

The cocks and hens are not separated as is the method for many fanciers today, as my aim is to keep 
them contented and to generate a bit of natural motivation within individual pigeons in readiness for the 
longer races. Some will react to this opportunity and others will behave just like immature pigeons for the 
duration of the race program. For me it is all about observation and taking the opportunities as they arise or 
as I can induce them. The main factors are that the birds are in super feather and super health as when 
these factors come together, all is possible.

It is my personal belief, that to be able to race young birds successfully  in this day and age, that you must 
follow a logical program for disinfecting your your birds on return from races. No matter how good your 
housekeeping is within the loft, your youngsters will become exposed to potential problems whilst on the 
transporter and in the crates with other birds. For a number of years now, I have use a well known 
veterinary disinfect, administered through the drinking water within hours of their return. The disinfectant



 that I use is Virkon S and the dosage I use is the same as that prescribed by the famous U.K. Pigeon vet 
Frank Harper and as published in his book “Problem Droppings Explained”. Mr. Harper describes the use of 
Virkon to attack the problem of yeasts, whereas my use of Virkon is to encompass its broader spectrum of 
properties, where it is known to be active against at least seventeen listed bacteria and viruses. This is not to 
suggest that it will cure viral problems because it won’t, it is purely a logical preventative program to 
prevent them from getting a foothold within my loft environment. The dosage prescribed by Mr. Harper is 
one level 5ml spoon per gallon of drinking water for three days per week. I use the same dosage on a 
Sunday and Monday. I must stress that this is what I do and I am not in any way promoting the use of 
Virkon for other fanciers. When I agreed to write these articles for PrestigePigeons, I agreed to try to 
encompass some of my ideas and methods in a way that would allow readers to understand why I do some 
of the things that I do and to decide whether it maybe of some use or benefit to themselves. As you will 
know if you have followed the previous months articles, I am also attentive to the problem of dehydration 
and this is covered in June’s article.

 To see the arrival of youngsters from training or a race, is always a great thrill for me and the extra feeling   
of adrenalin as it rushes around my body, is possibly what hooked me to this sport all those years ago! 
The one thing that I know for sure, is that only fit healthy youngsters will deliver these rewards week in

 and week out.

  

                                             Good friends are like stars.....
                                             You don't always see them, 
                                             But you know they are always there. 

                                                                                         Until next month,  Enjoy your pigeons!   Chris K


