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PATIENCE  IS  A  VIRTUE! 

As every scribe who has written regularly for any publication will confirm, part of their make-up is 

extreme patience. We have to wait for stories to break, we have to wait for information coming to 

hand and we have to wait for the fruits of our labours to be published (or not as the case may be) 

and finally we have to wait for the complaints, some may call it comments, about what we have 

written. It’s called a perk that comes with the job! 

This week’s (Saturday 31 May) racing ensured that all the members of the Staffordshire Moorlands & 

District Federation had to exercise extreme patience before they could enjoy the benefits of their 

hard work carried out during the week prior to the race. Firstly our old friend Mother Nature played 

her part by making us wait for the weather to improve before a liberation could take place and then 

she continued to make life difficult for our feathered friends by making them face a largely nose end 

wind for the first time this season, resulting in their time on the wing being longer than anticipated. 

Fanciers at the home end asking the time old question “Where the heck are they?” 

However before I get on to the details from the provisional result there are a few loose ends to tie 

up from previous races. 

Frome Race flown on Saturday 17 May 

The provisional result, previously reported on, proved to be correct with Phil Standeven from Milton 

Club taking the first two places in the Federation. I’m glad he only sent two birds because if he had 

sent more there is no telling what the result would have looked like! Congratulations Phil that was 

brilliant flying. The birds in question are two brother Lambrecht cocks, whose parents come from Ian 

Parsons in Cumbria, and are no strangers to the winner’s enclosure with the first bird already having 

been 1st Club from Frome on 5 May and the second bird taking 1st Club from Hullavington on 26 April 

this season. Sadly we don’t have any photos of these two birds so I can’t show you what they look 

like. Pity that. For those who have not seen the full result on the Federation website the velocities 

for the two winning birds were 1685.966 and 1683.250 yards per minute respectively. 

Completing the first five leader board for this race are Roberts Bros from Packmoor on 1680.623 in 

third position, Paul Beck from Longdendale making 1675.973 fourth and Mr & Mrs D Phillips from 

Alton coming home fifth. 

Jackpot Race 

Congratulations this week go to Paul Beck who takes 1st Prize and the princely sum of £97 with the 

ever consistent Roberts Bros claiming 2nd spot and a cash reward of £64. This race within a race is 

proving extremely popular and the season progresses with more and more members taking part and 

reaping financial benefits. Are you having a go? 



 
 

3 Bird Average Race 

Paul Beck shows us all a clean pairs of heels again in this race claiming 1st Prize with a combined 

velocity of 1662.182 yards per minute and those brothers Roberts coming close behind in 2nd 

position on 1628.996. 

Carentan  Race flown  25 May 

Patience again is the word that leaps to mind as the result for the Federation is being compiled by 

the Midlands National Flying Club race secretary as part of the overall result and therefore takes a 

little longer than a normal Club or Fed result. Patience please as I am sure that by the time you read 

this report in the Fancy Press our Fed result will have been published on our website – keep taking a 

look we’ll have it up there as soon as it becomes available.  

Now we come to this week’s race. 

Provisional report Wincanton race flown 31 May 

As I said at the beginning of this article Saturday’s race was the first time this season our birds have 

had to face anything resembling a head wind and judging by the way the birds tumbled in our race 

team got it right yet again. The provisional result which is now available to view on the Federation 

website demonstrates this fact admirably. Yes, the birds took a little longer to make the journey 

home than previous weeks but look at your returns – From what I have heard it was almost 100% 

all round. 

The provisional winners this week are Mr & Mrs D Phillips from Alton recording a velocity of 

1337.520 yards per minute. Congratulations from the Press Office and I am sure from everyone in 

the Federation on a top class performance. 

Alton also take 2nd spot this week with Mr M Brindley recording an excellent velocity of 1336.690. 

The leader board is completed this week by Messrs Walley & Wilkinson from Packmoor racing into 

3rd position, Mick Webb of Poynton taking 4th and Mr& Mrs R Taylor from Packmoor claiming a very 

creditable 5th position. 

4 Bird Yearling Classic    

The Wincanton race also included the additional 4 Bird Yearling Classic Race which turned out to be 

extremely successful with an entry of 136 birds sent by 34 members. 



 
 

 

The provisional winner appears to be Martin Hough, flying under the partnership name of F & M 

Hough, from Macclesfield whose yearling recorded a velocity of 1320.126. Well done Martin. In 2nd 

position is our President, Chris Knowles with a velocity of 1313.101. Roberts Bros (I seem to have 

heard that name before somewhere!) takes 3rd spot and two new names to our Federation reports 

claim 4th & 5th positions Ken Pettitt & Paul Stokes respectively with velocities of 1310.815 and 

1309.714. Full details of this Provisional Result are again on the Fed website. 

2 Bird Jackpot & 3 Bird Average Races 

The Jackpot race this week appears to have been won by Mr & Mrs R Taylor from Packmoor with 

Mick Webb from Poynton taking 2nd spot. The 3 Bird Average race winner seems to be D Hayes & 

Son from Alton with Martin Hough of Macclesfield claiming 2nd position.  

Well your patience has been rewarded I can now post this report on the website and send it off to 

Elimar and the Fancy Press. Congratulations to all the winners, runners up and in fact to all who 

contributed to an excellent days racing  

More details of the winners and their birds as I receive the info. Cheers for now. 

Brian Smith 
Press Officer 

Martin Hough of F & M Hough – 4 Bird Yearling Classic 

provisional winner from Wincanton on 31 May 2014 


