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TIME  TO  REFLECT  –  TIME  TO  LOOK  TO  THE  FUTURE 

With the Ancenis race result for the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation now published on 

our website the Old Bird season has drawn to a close and we have the opportunity to look back over 

the past few weeks and reflect what we did right and where we can perhaps improve. 

At the beginning of this year the rumour mongers were happily forecasting the demise of the 

Federation, with some even doubting we would get to the first race of the season. Well, we did, and 

what a successful season it has turned out to be so far. Excellent racing with first class returns and 

no gambling with the future of our birds and the vagaries of the English weather. If we had any 

doubts, our Racing Team put the race back a day and played safe. Our birds appreciated that even if 

some fanciers thought we were being a little too cautious!  

However, before I get on to too much reflecting, I must remember my manners and congratulate the 

winners of our last Channel race of the season from Ancenis. From the information I have received 

so far the winners are the Fowler Family from Ipstones who also clocked in the fourth bird in the Fed 

result with velocities of 1440.651 and 1414.837 respectively. Second place went to the Silvester Bros 

& Tomkinson from Berryhill on 1429.704 and completing the top spots are another partnership, this 

time from Ipstones again, taking third place R & J Goodwin & Son recording 1419.740. 

Congratulations to you all and to everyone who clocked on the day. Full details of the race result 

including Section winners etc are now on the Fed website. Unfortunately I don’t have any other 

details of the winning pigeons so I can’t wax eloquent about them. Pity! 

Now back to the reflections on the old bird season. As I have already said the racing was second to 

none and the new innovations that the President and Management Committee introduced also 

attracted more than their fair share of interest. The Races Within Races became very popular and 

certainly gave members the opportunity to pick up a bit of well-earned financial reward for their 

efforts even, if they didn’t win the race. Just for the record, the Fed paid out £1283 to the Jackpot 

Race winners and runners-up during the OB season, and when I say “paid out” I mean it, the cash is 

already in the hands of the winners etc – no waiting till the end of the season in this Federation! 

Similarly with the 3 Bird Average races which paid out £234. Not bad for a Federation that was 

unlikely to see the first race of the season! 

Opportunities to enter both these races within races will continue during the YB season so grab 

the opportunity while you can. 

The Federation also introduced a League Table Championship which is scheduled to run thru both 

the Old and Young Bird programmes and this has also generated a lot of interest and healthy 



 
 

competition and friendly banter between clubs, so just in case you have not been keeping up to date 

with it on the website I am including a copy of the Table as it stands at the end of the OB Season. 

You many think it’s all over by the shouting but so did Brazil and look what happened to them! 

 

By carefully planning our race programmes at the 

beginning of the year we have made it possible for 

there to be a reasonable break between OB and YB 

racing which should have meant plenty of time for 

YB training and therefore a successful YB racing 

season to follow. As you can see from the photo 

our Macclesfield scribe and photographer in chief, 

Kev Bowers, has already got some birds as far as 

Staffordshire!   

In concluding this week’s article I would like to pay 

special tribute to both our convoyer and driver, Geoff Silvester jnr and Big Mark, for the sterling 

work they have done on behalf of the Federation and our members during the OB season. They have 

carried out their duties in a thoroughly professional manner, with the minimum of fuss and gone out 

of their way to ensure the excellent quality of racing that we have experienced.  A BIG THANK YOU 

FROM US ALL. 

Well, that brings me to an end once again, so I’ll close by wishing you all a successful and rewarding 

YB season and here’s to the next time. 

Brian Smith  
Press Officer   


