
 
 

SMDF No 34                                                                                             8 October 2014 

WHAT  DO  MODERN  DAY  PIGEON  FANCIERS  REALLY  WANT  OUT  OF  OUR  HOBBY? 

Many years ago, so I am told, pigeon fanciers were by and large only interested in seeing their birds 

come home from a race. Whether they were milers or birds flying from across the water, the thrill 

was just to see them ”home”. Winning was an added bonus. Fanciers then were just proud to have 

cared for and conditioned a pigeon to do the job it was sent to do, the thrill of seeing them dive for 

the loft was enough to give them the complete buzz from racing pigeons that they craved. 

Today, for some this buzz is still the same but for others their priorities have changed and other 

aspects of the sport have come to the forefront of fanciers minds. 

The sport or hobby, as some prefer to call it, has become 

much more professional and commercial for some pigeon 

flyers. The need to win has become paramount and our 

feathered friends have to at least recover the costs involved 

in keeping and racing the birds or serious thoughts come to 

mind about changing their hobby and taking up something 

else. 

 

Cost is always given as the reason for taking this more 

commercial attitude but if you compare the value of the 

pound now with what it could buy say 35 years ago you will 

soon come to the conclusion that the costs involved have 

not risen by that much. True the choice of everything we 

buy that is associated with pigeon racing has become wider 

and wider and of course we are bombarded with advice 

concerning what we should treat the birds with to keep 

them healthy etc. In other words marketing has taken over to try to convince us  which food we 

should buy, which medication we should use, what style of loft and its boxes and ventilation systems 

need to be adopted and which are “the flavour of the month” birds we need if we are going to be 

competitive. I’m sure I must have missed out some other expensive choices we have to make but, in 

truth, the answer is in our own hands. Don’t believe everything you read but make your own 

judgement after careful consideration and after taking advice if necessary. Having said that I guess 

all my readers will by now have gone off to make a cup of tea or get a stiff drink! 



 
 

Having said all that it is up to you the fancier to obtain from 

pigeon racing what you want to. Not everyone can be a top 

class sportsman or woman in any sport but all participants can 

enjoy their various sports in a way that is special to them. We 

all enjoy the racing whether we are very successful or not, but 

some fanciers for example get a great deal of satisfaction from 

working in the administration side of our hobby – and thank 

goodness they do because what would we do without them -  

and they should be more appreciated for their efforts than 

they normally are. Everyone to their own taste but please 

don’t leave it all to just the same few. Have a go at some of 

the easier tasks, you might find out that you like that side of 

the sport. 

 

Jill and I have recently become involved with an initiative created by the Midlands National Flying 

Club which is aimed at taking pigeons into schools and talking to the children about the birds. In 

particular, because it fits in with current schools’ curriculums, the lesson is based around the heroic 

tasks the pigeons carried out during the two Great Wars. We have now taken birds into two local 

schools and given talks to the children. The children have then liberated some individual pigeons 

with “Secret Messages”, which the boys and girls have written in coded format, contained in 

canisters fastened to the birds’ legs.  

 

Believe me when I say that it is just about the most rewarding an experience we have had in all our 

years of being involved with pigeons. To see the children’s faces when they are able to touch and 

stroke the birds is as emotional as anything can be and judging by the reaction we got in terms of 



 
 

the “Thank You “ letters after the classes involved received answers 

to their coded messages by E-mail, the children also thoroughly 

enjoyed themselves and also learnt something as well. I am enclosing 

a couple of pictures just to give you an idea of the atmosphere 

created. 

That’s another way of getting pleasure out of keeping racing pigeons. 

Everyone to their own taste. 

Before I close just a reminder of the Staffordshire Moorlands & 

District Federation Prize Presentation on Saturday afternoon 13 

December. Full details are on the Fed website. 

That’s all for now. 

See you at the Presentation. 

Brian Smith 
Press Officer 


