
     IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
                                UPDATE ON  

 

   THE 17th SOUTH AFRICAN MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE, 
         WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE ON 2nd FEBRUARY 2013. 

 
Since and during The 16th Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race took place in Sun 

City, South Africa on 28th January 2012 many unfound rumours have been banded 
around the pigeon world and on Chat Lines. Some of rumours were as follows:-  

(1) That The Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race had been sold by Air Sport 
Internationale who have been the presenters of this truly international pigeon race 
since day one. (2) That the prize money had not been paid out. (3) That Air Sport 

Internationale were bankrupt. (4) That the Race Director Zandy Meyer had retired or 
been fired. 

 
All of these statements are of course all unfounded and totally untrue. Air Sport 

Internationale have not sold The Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race, nor are they 
bankrupt and all the prize money has been paid out to all the winners in The 16th 
Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race as it has been in the past fifteen races since day 

one. They would also like to confirm that the Race Director Zandy Meyer has not 
retired or been fired. 

 
However, after sixteen very successful years in Sun City, Air Sport Internationale 

have decided to move to a new venue and build some brand new state of the art 
pigeon lofts and the following official statement has been recently released to all 
their past and present competitors so that they are aware of what is happening. 

 
The South African Million Dollar Pigeon Race will now be presented at a new venue. 

 
Air Sport Internationale has a commitment to all their entrants and the forthcoming 

The 17th South African Million Dollar Pigeon Race is to go ahead on the 2nd February 
2013. Air Sport Internationale are looking forward to presenting The South African 
Million Dollar Pigeon Race for many years to come and are excited to explore and 

implement new technology. This is sure to make the race even more interesting. 
 

A new range of state of the art pigeon lofts to house 9,000 plus pigeons are being 
constructed in Sandton (Johannesburg), South Africa. Air Sport Internationale will 

now present The 17th South African Million Dollar Pigeon Race from these new lofts 
in accordance with the rules published. These lofts will of course be completed in 
plenty of time so that they can take in all the incoming pigeons that will be 

competing in this next race. As soon as photographs are available of these new lofts, 
they will be put on the web site for all to see. The entire “RACE TEAM” that 

presented The 16th Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race will also be present and 
working closely together in The 17th South African Million Dollar Pigeon Race. 



 
The race weekend will be presented at fantastic Emperors Palace which is situated 

about 8 minutes from the lofts using the Gautrain or 15 minutes by shuttle bus. 
Emperors Palace is situated next to OR Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg 

and offers luxurious accommodation in the D’Oreale Grande, one of the “Great Hotels 
Of The World”, or accommodation in any of the other three hotels on this fantastic 

resort. For full details visit the web site www.emperorspalace.co.za where the main 
event will take place in the 2700 square metre state of the art “Centre Court”, where 
you will be able to follow all the action taking place at the lofts on the big screens 

that will be located in this area. 
 

Because of the location of the pigeon lofts, which are within a stone’s throw of 
Sandton and Johannesburg, you will be spoilt for choice as far as accommodation and 

entertainment are concerned. Likewise with hundreds of South African fanciers in 
the immediate vicinity a taste of the local sport is possible. 
 

The race itself has not changed in any way and The Final Race will still present the 
pigeons with an 8 to 10 hour challenge. 

 
Likewise all the Competitions, Car Race Hot Spots, New Motor Cars, Final Race, Prize 

Money and indeed everything else is exactly as it was in the past. The only thing that 
is different will be new state of the art pigeon lofts in a different location/area and a 
brand new venue for all visitors and fanciers to enjoy themselves in. 

*********************************************************************************** 

As most of you are aware I have been involved with The Million Dollar Pigeon Race 
from day one and originally I got involved because of the integrity, honesty and 

morality of the race organisers and the race presenters which of course made me feel 
comfortable that my good reputation would not be compromised in any way. This 

race was originally set up so that every fancier that entered pigeons from anywhere 
in the world had an equal opportunity to succeed. The fact is we have now succeeded 

where many others have failed. 
 
Now here we are seventeen years on and much water had passed under the bridge and 

this race has now without doubt become the biggest one loft pigeon race in the world 
today, the one that has always paid its projected prize money and is now known as 

the race with the proven track record. 
 

Please do not get me wrong, I just loved Sun City as anybody that travelled with me 
over the past sixteen years will tell you but as we all know in this day and age things 
must move forward and with this in mind the race organisers have decided to take on 

these exciting new challenges, which I am positive will be accepted by pigeon fanciers 
all over the world. 

 
Some of the advantages that the new venue and loft location will have to visitors will 

be that if the pigeons arrive at OR Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg they 
can be in the lofts within a short time, whereas before they had a long tiring journey 

down to Sun City, after already probably spending anything up to 14 hours in transit. 
Some pigeons of course had travelled for a much longer time, depending on where 
they were shipped from. Visitors arriving at OR Tambo International Airport, 

http://www.emperorspalace.co.za/


Johannesburg will only have about a five minute journey after departing the terminal 
before they arrive in their appointed hotel, rather than a two to three hours coach 

trip to Sun City. The training of the pigeons will also be much easier as the lofts are 
close to the motorway system, which will of course mean it will be easier and quicker 

to train the pigeons. Also the pigeon fanciers that live in South Africa will probably 
find it much easier to attend and visit the lofts for the 5 x Car Race Hot Spots than 

they did before. One of the other things that will be in our favour is the housing of 
the pigeons in a brand new state of the art pigeon loft because as anybody that has 
seen the old pigeon lofts in Sun City will tell you they were not really a pretty sight 

and each year needed more and more spending on them to keep the looking 
reasonable for the visitors. Another thing that should also be considered is all the 

travelling backwards and forwards to Sun City, which of course was of course a very 
costly exercise and time consuming for all those that had to do it on a regular basis. 

 
I have personally visited Emperors Palace numerous times over the past few years 
and can only say that it really is an outstanding resort and one that offers a superb 

choice of accommodation, numerous fantastic restaurants, plus a host of fast food 
eating areas and at least eight different bars for us to while away our time in and of 

course I nearly forgot to mention that if you like a little gamble, then you really will 
be in paradise. I have not seen the “Centre Court” area but have been assured that it 

is a place that will suit all concerned whilst they are waiting for the arrival of the 
pigeons arriving home from the Final Race. 
 

Just take a look at some of the fantastic things and places that are situated in and 
around the stunning EMPERORS PALACE HOTEL, CASINO, CONVENTION RESORT 

(THE PALACE OF DREAMS), which is part of the renowned Peermont Resort Group:-  
HOTELS:- Peermont D’Oreale Grande (5 Star) with 196 rooms, Peermont Mondoir  (4 

Star) with 150 rooms), Peermont Metcourt (3 Star) with 248 rooms, Peermont 
Metcourt Suite which has 80 fantastic suites, plus the Emperors Palace Hotel. 
RESTAURANTS:- News Café (It is all about the vibe), Aurelia’s (5 star dining), Braza 

(Portugal- Brazil-Mozambique-Angola food), Col’cacchio Pizzeria (Pizzas, Pastas & 
Salads), Fu Li Hau (Cantonese Cuisine), Spur Steak Ranches (South Africa’s favourite 

family restaurant), Ocean Basket (Fish & Seafood), Platia (Seafood & Steak Taverna),  
Queen Of The Nile (Buffet featuring 120 dishes), Tribes (African Grill & Steakhouse),  

Taste Of Mumbia (Indian Cuisine), Hooters (Classic Sports Bar & Casual Dining). Add 
to this Nando’s (PeriPeri Afro-Portguese Chicken), Anat (Shwarmas, Falafels, Laffas & 
Hamburgers), Hot Dog Café (Hot Dogs), Steers (Burgers, Breakfasts & Desserts). 

ENTERTAINMENT:- 64 @ The Palace (Caberet Shows), Odean Showbar (Caberet Shows 
& Live Bands), Theatre Of Marcellus (Dance Extravaganzas, Musicals & Plays), 

NuMetro Cinemas (Latest Film Releases), Octavia’s Sensorium Day Spa (Roman Bath). 
RETAIL SHOPS & CONCOURSE:- Supastar, Mr. Bilton, Sweets From Heaven, The 

Magic Company. 
JUPITERS CHILDREN ENTERTAINMENT AREA,  
NUMEROUS SPORTS & LEISURE  FACILITIES,  

MARC ANTONY’S BAR & ABOUT SEVEN DIFFERENT BARS,  
CASINO WITH LITERALLY THOUSANDS OF SLOT MACHINES & 68 TABLE GAMES IN 

SMOKING & NON SMOKING AREAS, PLUS ROULETTE, BLACKJACK, POKER & MIDI 
PUNTO BANCO. 



Of course you will also have all the bar and restaurant facilities that are available in 
each separate hotel on this fabulous resort. 

 
THERE ARE SOME EXCITING TIMES AHEAD FOR ALL OF US THAT ARE GOING TO 

ATTEND THIS OUTSTANDING NEW VENTURE IN A NEW VENUE. 
 

The other good news is that we have received clarity from the State Veterinarian 
Import/Export Policy Unit, Directorate Animal Health, Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry & Fisheries South Africa that the small/young pigeons only need cloacal or 

tracheal swab tests and NOT blood tests. Further clarity is given that Clamydophyla 
tests are only applicable to psittacine birds. 

 
If you are genuinely interested in participating and entering some pigeons into The 

17th South African Million Dollar Pigeon Race, then please call me on 01279-812005 
or 07860-568216 or email me on reglofts@aol.com as soon as possible and I will be 
only too pleased to give you any information your require and inform you of my two 

proposed shipping dates.  
 

Paul Smith, 
United Kingdom Race Team Shipper and International Race Co-ordinator, 

The 17th South African Million Dollar Pigeon Race, 
Regency Lofts Limited, 
2, Highmead, 

off Coltsfield, 
Stansted Mountfitchet, 

Essex. CM24 8LJ. England. 
Telephone:- 01279-812005. Facsimile:- 01279-812005. Int. Code:- +44-1279-812005. 

Mobile:- 07860-568216. Email Address:- reglofts@aol.com 
Skype Address:- talbot7944  
Regency Lofts Web Site Address:- www.regencylofts.com  

The 17th South African Million Dollar Pigeon Race Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com 
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