
 

 

A TRIBUTE TO JEAN CARTER 

OF CHURCHDOWN 

By Keith Mott 
 

I was very up-set and shocked to receive 

the sad news that Jean Carter had passed 

away on the weekend of 16th May, after 

several months of ill health. I have had 

several phone conversations in recent 

months with her husband and pigeon 

partner, Colin, and I was aware that she had 

not been well since the Blackpool Show in 

January, but I didn’t realise how ill she was.  

What a nice lady Jean was! We used to 

meet up with her every winter at the big 

shows, when she would be walking around 

the pens looking at the birds with Colin. 

Colin and Jean, were fanciers who enjoy 

their pigeons, top or bottom of the result 

sheet, they always enjoy themselves! Being 

one of the premier Show Racer partnerships 

in the U.K., more often than not they have 

pigeons on the winners table, which is great 

achievement as theirs is a small team loft, 

with quality and not quantity being the 

criteria for their pigeon regime.  

Colin’s wife, Jean, was his pigeon partner 

and was very active in the sport, playing a 

big part in the management of the birds and 

attends all the big shows with him. The 

Colin and Jean Carter pigeon partnership 

was one of the all-time greats on the UK 

Show Racer scene! Sincere condolences 

from Betty and myself to Colin and the 

Carter family at this very sad time. 

Colin & Jean Carter won Best in Show for 

the third time at the 2015 BHW Blackpool 

‘Show of the Year’, with his champion silver 

hen, ‘Cotswold Silver Star’. This hen was 

bred from Steve Wheatley and Ron 

McCarthy stock birds and the Blackpool 

show was her first time in the show pen! 

Colin and Jean have had very successful 

2014 / 15 show season and another 

principal pigeon was their mosaic hen, 

‘Cotswold Southern Belle’, and she won this 

time: 1st Blackpool show and Best Inter 
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Society (350 birds), BIS RPRA Southern 

Region Show (729 birds), BOS Stithians 

Show, 1st South West Open Show and 2nd 

‘Duchy’ Open Show. What a great season!  

Colin told me, ‘this hen, ‘Cotswold Southern 

Belle’, is bred from our well known and 

successful mosaic family, which we have 

established over the last seven years from a 

pair of mosaic pigeons from John Robilliard, 

and a number of mosaic pigeons loaned 

from Ron McCarthy. By winning Best in 

Show at the RPRA Southern Region Show 

this winter, ‘Southern Belle’, she qualified 

for the ‘Supreme Champion’ class at the 

2015 BHW Blackpool Show, but we decided 

to enter her in the normal show, and she 

won 1st Class 10 and Best Inter Society 

Classes 9 to 14 (350 birds). By making this 

decision we helped secure ‘Most Points’ 

and £100 for the Devon & Cornwall Show 

Racer Society.’ 
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