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Midway through the old bird racing season 

the Federation sent 752 birds to Fougeres in 

France with the SMT Combine and the 

convoying team produced one the best 

continental races of the season so far. The 

birds were liberated at 08.15hrs into a light 

North West wind and most lofts enjoyed 

100% bird returns. The Spelthorne club had 

a brilliant race, recording 1st, 2nd, 5th, 18th, 

25th Federation and club member, Dave 

Watson, winning the Federation and SMT 

Combine (1,294 birds). I haven’t seen Dave 

since the 1970s when he had a 

greengrocers shop near to my mum’s home 

in Kingston and his wife, Carol, was the 

secretary of the now disbanded Kingston 

pigeon club. The Kingston club was one the 

strongest outfits in the south of England in 

those days and Dave and Carol were very 

successful racing their bird in it. After all 

those years Dave is still winning ‘big time’ 

and of course Carol is now the hard working 

secretary of the British International 

Championship Club. Congratulations to 

Dave on his Fougeres Combine win! 

The first ten in the Fougeres Federation 

result were: 1) Dave Watson 1475; 2) Paul 

Johnson & Partner 1475; 3) D. Milewski 

1469; 4) Russell Ayres 1467; 5) Paul Johnson 

& Partner 1466; 6) D. Milewski 1463; 7) F. 

Abbott 1459; 8) B. Looker 1454; 9) D. 

Milewski 1450; 10) R. Obertelli 1448. 

The Guilford club have had some 

outstanding success in the last two 

Combine races including 1st, 6th, 14th, 16th, 

18th, 19th Federation from Vire, two weeks 

before the Fougeres race, and club 

members, Mr. & Mrs. David May, winning 

the Federation and 1st SMT Combine (1,355 

birds). David has been a leading pigeon 

racer in the Guildford area for many years 

winning the Federation many times, 

including 1st open Combine and 1st open 

Central Southern Classic Flying Club. He has 

been a good worker for the sport through 

the years and is a past press officer for the 

National Flying Club and secretary of the 

London & South East Classic Club. Well 

done to Mr. & Mrs. May on yet another 

Combine win! 
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The Esher partnership of Malik & Khan also 

had a wonderful race from Vire, recording 

2nd, 3rd, 5th, 9th Federation, 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 

11th SMT Combine. These young lads are 

certainly setting the place alight with their 

great performances and previously won 1st, 

2nd, 6th, 10th, 15th, 16th Federation Yeovil 

at the start of the 2015 season. Malik & 

Khan only joined the Esher club in the 2012 

season and these young lads have been 

outstanding in the Federation for several 

years, including winning the SMT Combine 

for the first time with a youngster several 

years ago. They finished the 2014 racing 

season in great style by winning 1st, 2nd 

Federation from Taunton and then two 

weeks later they won 1st Federation from 

the last and longest young bird race from 

Yelverton. The Tolworth loft were well on 

the pace again, recorded 1st Federation for 

the second time in two weeks and this time 

winning 1st SMT Combine (1,516 birds). A 

really great performance, with the lads 

winning a fast short race and then the 

longest young bird race, which was hard 

and slow! These lads are really outstanding 

young bird specialists, winning the 

Federation every season with their babies. 

The first ten in the Vire Federation result 

were: 1) Mr. & Mrs. David May 1246: 2) 

Malik & Khan 1222: 3) Malik & Khan 1222: 

4) Honey & Grandson 1208: 5) Malik & 

Khan1201: 6) Russell Ayres 1200: 7) Slight & 

Taylor 1195: 8) R. Obertelli 1191: 9) Malik & 

Khan 1186: 10) Freddie Ditch 1172. 

Guildford club member, Russell Ayres of 

Ash, has won the Federation several times 

in recent seasons and is enjoying a good 

2015 season in Combine races, recording 

4th, 17th Federation, 5th, 36th SMT 

Combine (1,294 birds) Fougeres, 6th 

Federation, 6th SMT Combine (1,355 birds) 

Vire, 24th Federation, 49th SMT Combine 

(1,534 birds) Falaise. Fantastic racing from 

France! 

 

Russell Ayres races his old birds on the 

widowhood system, 12 cocks and 4 hens, 

and feeds all GEM mixtures, backed up with 

GEM supplements. He has a young family, 

with his two sons Adam and Aaron, so he 

only has a limited time with his pigeons and 

only races up to Tours (275 miles). His good 

lady, Vicki, is a great help with the pigeon 

management, as Russell works six days a 

week as a spray prepper at Vicki’s father’s 

firm in Byfleet. His loft is 24ft long with four 

sections, both stall traps for the young birds 

and open door trapping for the old birds, an 

offset pan tile apex roof and the young bird 

and stock bird sections have a wire flight. 

He breeds 40 youngsters to race on the 

‘dark’ system each season and he likes to 

get them paired up and sitting on eggs for 

the young bird National and Classic races. 

The Ayres young bird team are worked hard 

during the racing season and are given as 
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many 40 mile training tosses as Russell can 

find time for. One Russell’s best seasons 

was racing with the London & South East 

Classic Club in 2008 and ended up winning 

the ‘John O’Connor Memorial Trophy’ with 

his best racer, a light blue chequer hen 

called ‘The 23 Hen’. This wonderful little 

Janssen hen had four races with the L&SECC 

and scored four times, winning 2007: 22nd 

open L&SECC Guernsey (1) (2nd ‘Gold Ring’ 

Nomination), 161st open L&SECC Guernsey 

(2), 2008: 212th open L&SECC Alencon, 

23rd open L&SECC Tours, and went on to 

win 1st club, 18th Federation Yeovil in 2009. 

A great performance! He told me he really 

enjoyed his 8th open Classic which he won 

recently, but his biggest thrill was when he 

won 4th section E, 4th open NFC Guernsey 

(6873 birds) in 2002 when he flew in 

partnership with John Eastwood. They won 

it with their good blue hen, ‘The National 

Hen’ and she was bred by Brian Keegan of 

Sandhurst. This great hen was put in the 

stock loft to breed outstanding racers and 

her dam won 1st open CSCFC Sennen Cove 

for the Keegan loft in 2001. 

Russell was born in Reading and is from a 

big pigeon racing family, with both his 

father and grandfather being life time 

fanciers. His grandfather was Ray Ayres of 

Thorpe and he was an outstanding pigeon 

racer, winning on the north and south roads, 

from 80 miles right through to 500 miles. 

Russell says pigeon racing is in his blood and 

his earliest memory was, as a two year old 

sitting in the loft shaking the corn tin! His 

father, Ray Ayres, was also a great fancier 

all his life, before sadly passing away in 

1999. Ray raced in Wokingham before 

moving to Ash Vale in 1975 and flew in 

partnership with the young Russell. Their 

first stock birds were Ray Ayres’ Bricoux-

Sion, Maurice Verheyes and Janssen 

Brothers, which all raced really well. The 

Ayres partnership won their fair share of 

prizes in the club and Federation, but their 

best position was 6th section E, 27th open 

NFC Pau in 1985. Russell has always been a 

100% pigeon man, but when he was young 

he played a lot of Football and was a good 

Angler, with his best fish being a 20lb 3oz 

Common Carp. After his dad’s death, 

Russell entered a very successful 

partnership with John Eastwood in 1999 

and after a short break from the sport 

started on his own at his new address in 

Ash, in 2006. 

 

My good mates, Colin Crook and Andy 

Iddenden of the Esher club, won 1st, 2nd, 

25th Federation (1,189 birds) from Honiton 

in late May. There is not much I can write 

about them, as they stormed the 

Federation result from Exeter two 

weekends before by recording 5th, 6th, 7th, 

8th, 13th and I penned a few word about 

the lad’s results then. I have been a 

member of the Esher & Dist. R.P.C. for 35 

years and in recent seasons two of the 

premier racing fanciers in the club have 

been, Colin Crook and Andy Iddenden, both 

who flew in partnership with their late 

fathers. The Crook’s, Colin and his dad 

Harold, were part the highly successful 

Crook, Waldron & Martin partnership, 

which won many premier prizes North Road 

racing, including 1st open Combine Thurso 

and 1st Federation Berwick. Colin raced on 
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his own for several seasons and won 2nd 

open Federation three times. Andy 

Iddenden has raced in the Esher club for a 

long period of time, gaining major success, 

racing in partnership with his late father 

“Bunny” Iddenden, who was a well-liked 

and respected fancier. Whenever you 

competed against the Iddenden’s in racing 

or the show pen, they were always hard to 

beat and their best performance was 1st, 

2nd, 3rd open Federation. Because, Colin 

and Andy are very good friends and both 

having young families, so lack time for the 

pigeons, they formed the Crook & Iddenden 

partnership several season ago, and have 

raced with fantastic success in the Esher 

and South Downs clubs. Two great lads and 

brilliant pigeon racers! 

The first ten in the Honiton Federation 

result were: 1) Crook & Iddenden 1903: 2) 

Crook & Iddenden 1903: 3) Derek Reid 

1896: 4) A. Stoner & son 1896: 5) Bob & 

Danny Carter 1894: 6) A. Stoner & son 1894: 

7) Frank & Sue Carson 1894: 8) Jim 

Rookledge & Ray Mearns: 9) Dave & Ben 

Taylor 1889: 10) Dave & Ben Taylor 1887. 

At the mid-way point of the season other 

Federation winners were: Ken Wise of 

Isleworth – 1st Federation Honiton (1,143 

birds): R. Harper & Son of Mitcham – 1st 

Federation Falaise (831 birds). Well done to 

those two fanciers! Well that it for another 

week! I can be contacted with any pigeon 

news and ‘banter’ on telephone number: 

01372 463480. 

TEXT & PHOTOS BY KEITH MOTT 

(www.keithmott.com).           

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 


