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Mick and Pauline Worsfold of Bisley 

 

Mick and Pauline Worsfold enjoyed a good 

racing season recently as he dose ever year, 

with a recent high light being the L&SECC 

Guernsey old hens race, when he had three 

birds come more or less together to record 

11th, 12th and 14th open. First pigeon on 

the clock was Mick’s good blue hen, ‘Molli’, 

and she had previously won five firsts racing, 

including three in the very strong ‘Lion 

Brewery’ Mid-Week Club. Jamie Berry of 

Egham gifts the Worsfolds a few youngsters 

from time to time to try out on the channel 

and ‘Mollie’ was one of a batch bred by 

Jamie. All three hens were raced well in that 

season, but rested for a month before the 

old hens races and after a couple of mid-

week warm up races were sent to Guernsey 

sitting ten day old eggs. 

 

Mick is mostly interested in channel racing, 

through to Palamos and is famous in the 

Surrey pigeon fraternity for his brilliant 

performances from France and Spain 

through the years. His birds are raced on the 

natural system and are fed a high protein 

mixture, with the longer channel races in 

mind. Mick keeps about 20 pairs of racers, 

which are paired up any time after 14th 

February and although he used to have a few 



KEITH MOTT 
 

 

stock birds, he doesn’t bother keeping any 

these days. He says he tries to compete with 

the 50 youngsters he breeds each year, but 

he races young birds only really for 

educational purposes and some do race up 

to 200 miles, with yearlings racing through to 

Bergerac (450 miles). Mick is a great believer 

in sending young birds across the channel to 

France. He likes to give the youngsters as 

many training tosses as possible before their 

first race and the old birds have two 35 mile 

tosses every week, during the racing season. 

The youngsters are raced to the perch and 

Mick is not a liker of the ‘dark’ system, and 

told me, he would never use it. Mick buys his 

corn in bulk when it is at its cheapest and fed 

beans, peas and maize, with wheat replacing 

the peas in the winter. Red Band is used for 

trapping and linseed for the moult. Mick 

doesn’t show his birds much in the winter 

mouths, but does a lot of judging, which he 

enjoys very much. His favourite condition for 

birds being sent to the long races is sitting 

ten day old eggs. Most of the training is off 

the south coast, with the longer channel 

racing in mind and all the birds, old and 

young, get as many tosses as Mick and his 

wife, Pauline, can give them. For many years 

now Mick’s wife, Pauline, has been his 

pigeon partner and is a major factor behind 

his continuing success, with her help with 

training and the general loft management. 

Mick Worsfold had always raced in 

partnership with his father, George, until his 

death in the early 1980’s. This was a very 

unsettling time for Mick and his family, but 

he decided to carry on with the pigeons 

although he had to travel several miles to 

George’s garden, where the lofts were sited. 

The partners certainly lived up to their 

nicknames, ‘The Bergerac Aces’, winning 

countless major prizes in the Combine and 

National events, including twice 1st open 

Combine Bergerac (450 miles). Their first 

Bergerac Combine win was in the S.M.T. 

Combine in 1975, with 4,027 birds 

competing and the star bird was a 1973 bred 

blue chequer hen of the Kirkpatrick and 

Bricoux strain. This great hen previously won 

several top prizes, including 1st club Exeter, 

but pigeon racing being what it is, with ups 

and downs, she was lost from Pau. The main 

family was Kirkpatrick with Bricoux crosses, 

and he bought in the old fancied pigeon now 

and again to try out.  

 

A firm favourite at the Worsfold loft was a 

mealy cock called, ‘John Courage’, and what 

a great pigeon he was! He flew the channel 

over 20 times. In his prime he flew in five 

Nationals and was never beaten by a loft 

mate in those five races. This wonderful old 

timer was also an outstanding breeder, siring 

many good racers including a yearling which 

won 2nd club, 23rd open SMT Combine 

Bergerac. ‘John Courage’, on his many 

channel crossings chalked up many major 

positions including: 1st club, 3rd Federation, 

5th open SMT Combine (7,003 birds) 

Avranches, 1st club, 3rd Federation, 5th 

open SMT Combine (4,234 birds) Niort, 8th 

section NFC Nantes and 1st club Guernsey. 

Our Mick is one of the great workers in the 

sport and holds a list of offices, which he 

works very hard at. His jobs including 

President and Chairman of the Berkshire 

Federation, President of the Sunningdale 
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RPC and Secretary and President of the ‘Lion 

Brewery’ Mid-Week Club. He runs the ‘Lion 

Brewery’ like clockwork and the club has 

enjoyed some brilliant times in recent 

seasons under his good care and due to his 

hard work! He thinks the ETS is the way 

forward in our sport and he says it 

disappoints him to see the low birdage in 

some of the long distance races these days. 

He told me although his great champion 

‘John Courage’ was a late bred, he has no 

real use for them and only breeds a few if he 

has had bad losses in the young bird season. 

Mick says the south of England has been the 

home of many brilliant pigeon flyers over the 

years including: Eric Cannon, Les Davenport 

and Bobby and Ken Besant, but the best of 

the modern day crop is his club mate, Mark 

Gilbert of Windsor. Mick has been a good 

friend of mine for most of my time in the 

pigeon racing sport and he is a great guy. 

With Mick, a spade is a spade, and what you 

see is what you get. No flannel. There you 

have it, Mick Worsfold, a brilliant channel 

racer! 

Tom Williams of Orpington 

 

Tom Williams only races a very small team of 

12 widowhood cocks, with great success, 

and the 2015 old bird season saw him win a 

list of prizes in his local club and the National 

Flying Club. His whole seasons racing is a 

build up to the NFC Tarbes Grand National 

and this time he sent four really fit 

widowhood cocks, clocking one the winning, 

on what turned out to be a very hard race. 

Tom’s first bird from Tarbes, to record 85th 

open, was his good cock, ‘Bob’s 99’ and he 

previously won 4th club, 18th Surrey 

Federation (1,311 birds) Blandford on a 

training race earlier in the season. This game 

blue cock is bred for the long distance, with 

his sire being a gift from the premier Up 

North Combine racer, Dave McSween and 

his dam was bred from Champion ‘Wearside 

Lass’, when mated to her sire. He has a lot of 

Bob Donaldson of Chevington Drift 

bloodlines in him, including 1st open UNC 

Bourges and 2nd open WDA Clermont. Tom 

has had a brilliant racing season in both the 

Combine and National in 2015, winning: 1st, 

2nd,4th, 6th club, 16th, 20th Surrey 

Federation, 45th SMT Combine (1,355 birds) 

Vire (180 miles), 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th club 

Fougeres (217 miles), 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

club, 24th, 25th Surrey Federation,  38th, 

40th SMT Combine (1164 birds) Messac (259 

miles). After Messac he had just two more 

races from Saints and Tarbes with the NFC. 

Tom entered his eight yearlings in the 

Saintes race (390 miles) and timed seven of 

them in just under one hour to gain 129th, 

175th, 187th and 227th open from 3,740 

birds. His first bird clocked from Saintes was 

bred from his champion cock, ‘Mr. Reliable’, 

when mated to a daughter of Daryll 

Luxford’s ‘Fred’, the L&SECC ‘Merit Award’ 

winner. He then entered four birds into the 

main event, the NFC Tarbes Grand National 

(562 miles) and got all four home, to record 

85th open (2,500 birds) with his good blue 

cock, ‘Bob’s 99’. 

When I asked Tom how long he had been in 

the sport he told me, ‘I’ve kept pigeons off 

and on since I was ten years of age and back 

in the 1970’s and 1980’s I raced in the 

Coulsdon & Caterham RPC, which was 
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affiliated to the Surrey Federation. In those 

days I was only interested in sprint racing 

and was very successful with my 12 

widowhood cocks. I was top prize winner for 

many years and in the 1983 season when we 

were banned from racing from France 

because of the ‘foot and mouth’, I won 12 of 

the 14 races in my club and was second in 

the other two. I won the Surrey, Croydon 

and Sussex Federation, and shortly after that 

gave up my pigeons due to the back biting, 

that spoiled pigeon racing for me. In 2007 I 

was very ill with bowel cancer and at that 

time I decided to get some birds and spend 

the rest of my days racing pigeons on the 

long distance. What of the future? I’m 76 

years young and hope to race my pigeons as 

long as he above allows me to and will enjoy 

every minute of it’. 

The champion pigeon of the Orpington loft is 

Tom’s great blue cock, ‘Mr. Reliable’, and he 

recorded 2011: 2nd section, 18th open 

L&SECC Bergerac (854 birds) being clocked 

at 451 miles on the day of liberation, 2012: 

21st open L&SECC Alencon (1380 birds), 2nd 

section, 70th open L&SECC Tours (850 birds), 

2nd section, 16th open L&SECC Tarbes, 

being clocked at 562 miles on the day of 

liberation. ‘Mr. Reliable’ is now retired to the 

stock and breeding top class long distance 

racers for the Williams loft. A fantastic 

performance! Tom also had a wonderful 

season in 2014 and his star bird this season 

was the three year old blue pied cock, 

‘Tarbes Pathfinder’, and this season he won 

several top positions including 23rd section 

E, 76th open NFC Tarbes (2,769 birds), plus 

2nd club Messac, being beaten by a loft mate, 

doing 835 ypm on a very hard day. This great 

cock likes it long or short on easy or hard 

days! When he was a two year old he flew 

the NFC Tarbes Grand National (565 miles) 

and as a yearling won 1st club Poole, doing 

the 100 mile race on 1975 ypm, and that 

same season won 20th open L&SECC 

Bergerac, flying 451 miles on the day of 

liberation. The Classic only had 25 birds 

home on the day from Bergerac and ‘Tarbes 

Pathfinder’ was doing 1007 ypm. A great all 

round racing cock! When I ask Tom how his 

great cock was bred he told me, ‘his sire is a 

bird I call ‘Seagull’ and was given to me from 

Dave McSween, the great Up North Combine 

racer.  Dave is a real gentleman and a credit 

to the sport of pigeon racing. ‘Seagull’ is the 

sire of several other top winners for me, 

including a cock that won 1st club, 5th 

Federation, 11th Combine Poitiers and he is 

a double grandson of ‘Wearside Lass’ who 

won 1st UNC from Bourges 565 miles. The 

grandson of ‘Seagull’ is ‘Lionheart’ and he 

was 2nd UNC also from Bourges for Dave 

McSween. The dam of ‘Tarbes Pathfinder’ is 

a hen I brought from John Searle from 

Cambridge and she is the Brian Denney 

bloodlines, right through to Champion ‘Tuff 

Nut’. 

TEXT & PHOTOS BY KEITH MOTT 

(www.keithmott.com)      
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