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How to turn pigeon poo in to chocolate. 

Once a year I have a telephone call from a 

charming young lady named Heather 

Donald, who has asked me annually for six 

vials full of pigeon dropping and although 

this has gone on for several years, I never 

really knew what she wanted it for. I wasn’t 

sure if she was making soup with it or 

having it on toast with a bit of butter, but I 

have always suspected it was for some sort 

of research. In mid-May I received my 

annual phone call from Heather and a 

couple of days later she turned up at my 

home in Claygate to collect her six vials of 

pigeon poo. It turns out she is a UK Sales 

Manager for Microgen Bioproducts Ltd, a 

firm based in Camberley and they produce 

several allergy kits, including their FSK 4 

Avian Kit. The scientist responsible for 

making the kits has emailed me and says, 

‘Microgen Bioproducts produce and sell a 

kit for detecting hypersensitivity to avian 

antigens from Pigeon, Budgerigar and 

Poultry. Hypersensitivity can lead to 

hypersensitivity lung disease, part of a 

group of diseases termed extrinsic allergic 

alveolitis. As part of the kit for detecting 

hypersensitivity to pigeons there is pigeon 

serum and a pigeon faecal extract. In order 

to produce a good pigeon faecal extract a 

good sample of faeces, from healthy birds is 

required. This is where Keith Mott comes in. 

The best extract has been produced using 

faeces collected from his birds. When the 

FSK 4 kit is used in double gel diffusion, a 

patient with antibodies to pigeons can be 

detected due to precipitation lines with the 

pigeon serum and the pigeon faecal extract’. 

It is always a pleasure to see Heather and 

she always gives Betty a nice box of 

chocolates in exchange for her six vials of 

pigeon poo! 

Three Borders Federation (Exeter Race). 

Members of the Three Borders Federation 

sent 1,217 birds to Exeter for the sixth old 

bird race of the 2015 season and Federation 

convoy, Gary Essex, liberated at 11.00hrs in 

a West / North West wind. The returns 

were excellent and the membership 

enjoyed a great race. The Esher & Dist. RPC 

members were back in their winning ways 

and had a brilliant race from Exeter, 

recording: 1st 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 

12th,13th,16th, 25th Federation. The 

premier Guildford racer, Kevin Wells, 

blocked the Esher from taking the first eight 

positions by recording 3rd and 11th 

Federation. Kevin and his brothers live in 

the Leatherhead area and have been top 

fanciers in the Surrey pigeon fraternity for 

many years.  
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Vic and Lou Emberson of Banstead have 

been ‘knocking at the door’ in several of the 

early races, but hit the jackpot from Exeter 

by recording: 1st, 2nd, 4th, 12th Federation. 

What a great race! 

The first ten in the Exeter Federation result 

were: 1) Vic & Lou Emberson 1744: 2) Vic & 

Lou Emberson 1742: 3) Kevin Wells 1736: 4) 

Vic & Lou Emberson 1734: 5) Crook & 

Iddenden 1730.6: 6) Crook & Iddenden 

1730.2: 7) Crook & Iddenden 1730.2: 8) 

Crook & Iddenden 1730.2: 9) Honey & 

Grandson 1726: 10) S. Emans 1724. 

Vic Emberson had pigeons as a child, but 

really started racing in 1988 at the Banstead 

lofts. His late uncle is, Fred Emberson, who 

has been an outstanding channel racer in 

the London area for many years and he was 

a great help in getting Vic started in the 

sport. The Emberson loft has won the 

Federation countless times through the 

years and has recoded 1st open National 

several times, including 1st open NFC 

Fougeres (old hens) in 2004. Vic and his 

wife, Lou have won many major prizes in 

National racing in their years in the sport, 

but rated highly their performance in the 

2005 season by recording 1st open BICC 

Alencon National. Vic’s recent account of 

the Alencon race was; “On the day of the 

BICC Alencon race the wind was strong 

westerly and we were expecting the winner 

to be in the East Section. On arrival, the 

cock came out of the east, confirming our 

belief that the winner would be in that 

section, but what a pleasant surprise we 

had when we were informed we had the 

leading pigeon, which is now named 

‘Valiant Leader’. This cock is half-brother to 

our 2000: 1st open Alliance of Specialist 

Clubs Millennium race and car winner, 

‘Alliance Leader’ and is also related to ‘Ellie’, 

our 2004 NFC Fougeres old hens winner”. A 

great pigeon partnership! 

Vic Emberson races 20 cocks on the 

widowhood system and pairs up in mid-

January with the Federation sprint races in 

mind. The racers are put on the widowhood 

system after the first round of youngsters 

and are broken down from Saturday until 

Tuesday morning during the racing season. 

Vic mixes his own corn and the main family 

kept is Staf Van Reet because he likes sprint 

racing. The widowhood cocks are not 

trained during the racing season, just 

exercised around the loft twice a day to 

keep them fit. The partners have two very 

smart self-built lofts and the stock birds 

have a nice wire flight, to get out into the 

weather. The race team are trapped 

through ETS traps and sputnik traps. Vic’s 

wife, Lou, and his sons, Carl and Neil, have 

been great workers with the pigeons 

through the years and he says a lot of his 

success years ago were down to their help, 

but now races on his own. 
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Colin Crook and Andy Iddenden are back in 

their normal winning ways, kicking the new 

season off with 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 13th 

Federation from Exeter. I have known and 

been friends with Colin and Andy for many 

years and in all that time we have been 

associated I have never visited their loft in 

Epsom. We recently put that to rights, when 

on one sunny Sunday morning in October, I 

made the 12 miles drive to Colin’s garden, 

situated in a wonderful part of Surrey near 

to Epsom Downs Race Course, to see the 

partner’s brilliant team of pigeons. I must 

say the loft and garden were very smart and 

a credit the two lads! Colin and Andy had 

enjoyed a brilliant racing season that year, 

recorded 1st, 3rd, 24th Three Borders 

Federation Yeovil in the first race, winning 

with their champion blue cock ‘Frank’, and 

then this brilliant cock went on to win 1st 

Federation Yeovil (2) at the end of the 

season. Colin and Andy won the Three 

Borders Federation ‘Ken Besant Memorial 

Trophy’ in the 2011 season for ‘best pigeon 

of the year’ and won it for the second time 

in 2013 with their good blue cock, ‘Frank’. 

This wonderful M. & D. Evans / Gaby 

Vandenabeele sprint cock has won 23 

Federation positions including six times 1st 

Federation and twice 2nd Federation, being 

beaten twice by loft mates on the ETS. 

‘Frank’ was Three Borders Federation 

‘Pigeon of the Year’ in 2011 and 2013, and 

was bred by Frank and Susan Carson of the 

Mitcham club. As Andy Iddenden says, a 

once in a life time pigeon! 

On a personal note, it was good to see Colin 

Crook and Andy Iddenden were 5th 

Federation Exeter with their good blue cock, 

‘8001’, which is a son of their ‘goldmine’ 

Gaby Vandenabeele stock hen, ‘White Tail’. 

This premier stock hen was bred by us at 

our Claygate loft and is a daughter of our 

champion Mark and Dickie Evans stock pair, 

‘Myrtle Supremacy’ and ‘Myrtle Exile’.  

 

This great pair of stock bird has now bred a 

long list of top class winners, including 1st 

open Combine. Colin was at my loft in 2012 

and was so keen to have a pair of 

youngsters off ‘Supremacy’ and ‘Exile’, he 

took ‘White Tail’ and her nest mate from 

the nest that day at ten days old and reared 

them at his own loft in Epsom. ‘White Tail’ 

has proved to be an outstanding breeder, 

producing several top racers, including 1st 

club, 2nd Federation Taunton (1,139 birds), 

13th Federation Blandford (1,050 birds), 

12th Federation, 12th SMT Combine 

Yelverton in 2013, 5th Federation Taunton 

(959 birds) in 2014 and now 5th Federation 

Exeter (1,217 birds) in 2015. Well done to 

Colin and Andy! 

Well that’s our article for this week! 

Congratulations to Vic and Lou Emberson 

on a fantastic performance from Exeter. I 

can be contacted with any pigeon ‘banter’ 

or news on telephone number: 01372 
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463480 or email: 

keithmott1@virginmedia.com  
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