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I recently had a very enjoyable phone 

conversation with a very dear friend of 

mine, who won the Nantes National in 

1996, Bob Reeves of Exeter. He is one of the 

pigeon sport's gentlemen and is not only a 

great pigeon racer, but is also a pigeon 

lover, representing everything that is good 

about pigeon racing. He is now 96 years of 

age and although he no longer races his 

wonderful National winning family of 

pigeons, he still keeps a few pairs to play 

with. He has raised thousands of pounds 

over many years, by running charity pigeon 

auctions and is still doing his annual sales 

today. We always met up at the BHW 

Blackpool Show every year, but because of 

personal reasons, Bob has not attended the 

show for about three years and we had lost 

contact over that period because of that 

fact. Bob tells me his Nantes National 

winning hen died a few years ago and her 

remains are in his freezer, and she will be 

buried with him when he goes. That’s a 

pigeon lover for you! 

On my visits to Bob's little loft, the birds are 

always bursting with contentment, with his 

small team of natural old birds popping in 

and out, feeding their young and generally 

enjoying life. On one of my many visits to 

Bob's bungalow, he had the young birds out 

for a fly and when he called them down 

they alighted all over him, not from hunger, 

but from love. Bob won the Nantes National 

with his two year old Warrington-Savage 

Barker blue chequer hen, 'Reevo's My 

Peggy', named after Bob's late wife. This 

game hen won the National while feeding a 

youngster, but was locked out of the loft 

when she arrived home from Nantes, as 

Bob didn't expect her home so fast and was 

cleaning the old bird section out. The clock 

and thimbles were in the bungalow and he 
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lost a lot of time, clocking his National 

winner in his kitchen.  

 

'Reevo's My Peggy' was medium-sized and 

apple-bodied in the hand, with silky 

feathering and a nice tic behind her orange 

eyes, which really set her off. She had been 

a truly class act, as prior to winning the 

Nantes National she won many top 

positions including 1st Club, 4th Section, 8th 

Open WECA Littlehampton, in spite of being 

a really bad trapper. On her build up to her 

National win, she had four races, including 

Rennes, and her last training toss was a 

single up from Torquay, 20 miles from the 

Exeter loft. 

Bob was born in Exeter and although his 

father wasn't a pigeon I fancier, he owned 

some good greyhounds in the late 1920s 

and early 1930s. Bob first became involved 

with pigeons at the age of six, when he used 

to watch a school friend's father's birds 

train and race. The young Bob kept his first 

birds in a fish box, with chicken wire over 

the front. One particular fancier who gave 

him some special help in getting started in 

pigeons was Tom Wilson, who lived just 

down the street from the Reeves family. 

Tom's loft was situated on the old city wall, 

looking out over the River Exe and beyond 

to the Haldon Hills, the present day Exeter 

liberation site. Bob said that Tom was a 

grand old fancier who taught him a lot of 

the basics of racing pigeons, which he has 

never forgotten. Bob has been a fancier for 

80 years, a part from the war years, and the 

first club in which he raced was the 

Western Counties RPC, which is still racing 

on the north road today. He likes all sport, 

but his other love is boxing, which he did 

competitively from the age of nine, boxing 

for the Exeter Boxing Club and the Royal 

Navy. Bob had 421 amateur bouts and lost 

only 11 of them. His first loft was 3ft square 

and 18 inches deep, made from Tate & Lyle 

sugar boxes and nailed to the bathroom 

wall. He had to get up a ladder to clean and 

feed the birds and once he got splinters in 

his bottom when he slid down the ladder 

with some race rubbers, to run to another 

fancier's loft to clock in! Bob's present loft is 

12ft x 6ft, with two sections, one with 12 

nest boxes for natural racers and one with 

28 box perches for the young birds. His self-

built loft has open door trapping and he 

maintains that good ventilation, and plenty 

of it, is a must for good loft design. He pairs 

up all his old birds on the full moon in 

March, when the wild birds mate up. He 

says he races the natural system because he 

is an old fancier and it suits him. His birds 

have lots of clean water, good com, a clean 

loft, and most of all, a lot of love. During the 

racing season he liked to give his birds three 

training tosses in the week, Tuesday 20 

miles, Wednesday 40 miles and Thursday 20 

miles, as this kept them on their toes and 

muscled up. His family of pigeons is made 

up of the old English strains of Warrington-

Savage Barker, Kirkpatrick-Savage Barker 

and a few Busschaerts, and they did him 
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proud. The Warrington-Savage Barkers 

were bred down from Menzie's Lerwick 

hen, only bird on the day and in race time 

from 671 miles. The Kirkpatrick-Savage 

Barkers were obtained from his son, Allan, 

who raced them with outstanding success 

to Thurso. Bob's best performance was 

winning the Nantes National in 1996. He 

says it's a race he will never forget and only 

fanciers who have won the National know 

the fantastic feeling you have when you are 

told that you have won. 

His family is very interested in the pigeons. 

Indeed, they are a smashing family. He had 

two sons who were both fanciers and his 

late son, Bob Junior lived in Malta for a 

number of years, and now Bob Junior’s son 

is racing pigeons with great success in the 

Exeter area. Bob’s other pigeon fancier son, 

Allan, had to give up because of the 

dreaded pigeon fancier's lung, but still liked 

to go to see his dad's birds on race days. 

Bob raced in the Exeter Invitation RPC, of 

which he was a life vice president, and races 

both north and south routes. When racing, 

Bob fed his old birds with a good mixture, 

as this seems to keep them in condition 

longer. He gave them a trapping mixture 

and a lettuce twice a week and maintained 

that there is plenty of iron in green food. He 

also boiled stinging nettles and, after 

straining them, puts the liquid in the 

drinking water. Bob has tried a deep litter 

of wood shavings on the floor of the loft, 

but doesn't like it. He prefers to get on his 

hands and knees for a daily scrape out. 

When breeding, he puts the best to the best 

to keep the line going until he needs a bit of 

new blood, hopefully from the same strain. 

When selecting breeders, he goes for good 

type, balance in the hand and good winning 

bloodlines. When, you have had pigeons for 

80 years, he thinks you have a feeling that 

you've put the right two birds together. 

Terry Haley and I will be judging at the 

‘Duchy’ Show in Cornwall again this coming 

November and I’ve arranged a break in our 

250 mile drive down to the show, to pop in 

and visit Bob Reeves in Exeter for an hour. It 

will be great to see him! I’ve enjoyed and 

judged at the wonderful ‘Duchy’ Show three 

or four times now and the 2015 event will 

be held on 21st November at the Luxulyan 

Village Hall. Originally the Duchy Show was 

put on for many years by the Duchy Racing 

Pigeon Club and when it disbanded about 

nine years ago the South West Show Racer 

Society took it over, and this year’s event is 

their ninth open show. The SWSRS has 35 

members with their lofts in mostly Devon 

and Cornwall, with a couple of members 

living in South Wales. The Society holds five 

shows each season, three club events and 

two open shows, one in November and the 

other in December. The competition in the 

Society is very keen and the members do 

very well at all the National and Classic 

shows throughout the UK. The Society’s 

chairman, John Robilliard, told me, a few 

years ago the club out grew their old HQ at 

a local hospital site and managed to secure 

the Luxulyan Village Hall, which is a brilliant 

venue to stage big pigeon shows, with a 

nice well lit hall and good catering and 

parking facilities. The hard working 

secretary is, Liz Watts, who has her loft in 

Camborne and the President is Ken Hearn. 

The Society had some really bad luck 

recently when they lost a lot of their 

equipment in a fire, including all their tables 

and trestles. They are having fund raising 

events to raise money to replace their lost 

equipment, including small pigeon auctions 

at the club shows. 
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The beginning of November marked the 

start of the current 2015 show season and I 

must say I’m looking forward to visiting all 

the major shows, this winter. Although I 

love long distance racing pigeons, many of 

my racing friends can’t understand my 

passion for showing pigeons. I can never 

turn pigeons off and when racing is finished 

in September, the Mott loft goes into 

showing mode. I have to have my ‘fix’ 

twelve months in every year. I suppose I’m 

a bit of a frustrated show man at heart! I 

think breeding pigeons for type and winning 

with them at a Classic show is as much an 

art as breeding outstanding racers, and 

winning a National race. I derive as much 

pleasure out of seeing a Best in Show 

winner at the National shows, as I do a 

National race winning pigeon, but I think 

I’m one of the lucky ones, as I can enjoy 

both sides of our great sport. Although I’m 

mostly known for the racing side of the 

sport, I have a big involvement in the Show 

Racers scene and have judged at all the 

Classic and National shows through the 

years, which I have really enjoyed. My 

biggest ‘buzz’ was judging Best in Show at 

2014 BHW Blackpool ‘Show of the Year’, 

when John Robilliard won with his 

champion red hen, ‘Rocquaine Princess’! 

 

Another date for your diary: National Young 

Birds Show at the Rushcliffe Leisure Centre, 

Nottingham on 7th November 2015. Terry 

and I will be judging there and I’m told the 

‘star’ lady fancier, Jo Cuthbert, is making an 

appearance on the day.  

 

She is one of my favourite people in the 

pigeon world and I’m hoping she will 

steward for me on the day. What a great 

fancier this young girl is and at the time of 

writing this article, she has won many first 

racing on the north road in the 2015 

season, including 1st Federation. Our Jo is a 

lovely person, always trying to help other 

fanciers and with her great articles in the 

fancy press, is fast becoming one of our 

leading pigeon writers. She would make her 

ol’ mate very proud if she walked around 

the show hall in Nottingham next 

November! I can be contacted with any 

pigeon banter on telephone number: 01372 

463480 or email: 

keithmott1@virginmedia.com  

TEXT & PHOTOS BY KEITH MOTT 

(www.keithmott.com).  
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