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Richard & Ken O’Connor of Croydon 

 

This week we are going to feature an up-

date of one of the premier widowhood 

racing lofts in the Surrey Federation area, 

that of Richard and Ken O'Connor. The 2015 

season has seen them record their ninth 1st 

open Combine winner! A fantastic record! 

The win was with the SMT Combine from 

Messac and although they are renowned 

for their fantastic team widowhood cocks 

the 2015 winner was a blue hen. She is from 

their new Van Loon family and her name is 

‘Tramp’, so named because she 

disappeared for two weeks earlier in the 

season and came back home in a very dirty 

condition. She has had some good previous 

form, scoring well in the Combine results in 

the 2014 season. Richard and Ken keep a 

section in their loft for spare hens, which 

has produced some brilliant winners in past 

seasons for the brothers, and this game hen 

raced to that section, being paired to 

another hen. The O’Connor brothers had 

two hens come together from Messac to 

record 1314.47 and 1314.22 ypm and won 

the Combine by a massive 26 ypm, with 

1,164 birds competing.  

 

The second bird on the ETS was another 

blue hen named ‘Lady’ and Ken tells me 

because they came together to win the 

Combine, he has called them ‘the Lady and 

the Tramp’. This spare hen is one of the 

brothers best racing hen, being a multiple 

first prize winner and has scored at the top 

of the Federation and Combine many times. 

‘Lady’ had been flirting with a spare cock 

and is bred from the O’Connor’s very 

successful ‘Robin’ / Staf Van Reet bloodlines. 

Up to the time of writing this article Ken 
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and Richard have won the Surrey 

Federation four times in the 2015 racing 

season. The very successful, B. Looker of 

Mitcham, won 1st Three Borders Federation, 

3rd open SMT Combine from Messac, 

velocity 1288. Another brilliant 

performance! 

 

Richard’s work now takes him abroad for 

most of the year, commuting a lot the USA, 

and Ken tells me he has a new loft manager 

in the form of young Jake Doherty, who is 

as keen as ‘mustard’. The 2009 season saw 

them record their eighth 1st open SMT 

Combine from Tours and this was yet 

another blue hen. She is a Staf Van Reet, 

being a granddaughter of their champion 

widowhood cock ‘Robin’ and he in turn was 

bred down from the legendary Tony 

Mardon stock cock, Champion ‘Toey’ and 

was sent to Tours sitting eggs. The 

O’Connor brothers previously won the 

Combine in the 2008 season when they 

recorded 1st, 2nd, 3rd open SMT Combine 

Poitier. Ken says the two Combine wins 

were on the same weekend at the same 

distance and at the time was hoping for the 

‘hat trick’ in 2010, but had to wait until the 

2015 racing season! Their record over the 

last few seasons must described as fantastic, 

winning over eighty times 1st Federation, 

eight times 1st open Combine, 1st open 

L&SECC Bergerac, 2nd open L&SECC 

Bordeaux, 2nd open L&SECC Bergerac and 

2nd open L&SECC Tours. The Croydon loft 

has won many premier trophies and 

averages, plus runner up Vanrobaey’s 

Champion Loft of Great Britain, nine RPRA 

London Region Gold Awards and hundreds 

of club and open race first prizes. Richard 

and Ken’s best race in the London & South 

East Classic was from Bergerac (450 miles) a 

few seasons ago when 1,045 birds were 

liberated at 06.00hrs. The brothers clocked 

21 birds on the day to record, 1st, 2nd, 10th, 

23rd, 27th and 36th open, lifting £1,876. At 

the time Richard told me that they were 

going to have a good crack at the main 

National and Classic races and on their real 

first go at the National Flying Club Nantes 

event, they won 2nd sect E. 64th open. 

The main families are Van Reets, Van Loon 

and Busschaert. The Busschaerts originate 

from their good friend, Phil Ball and the first 

pair came from his champion, ‘King Pin’, 

winner of 21 x 1sts. This pair bred their 

good blue chequer cock, winner of 15 x 1sts 

and 3 x 1sts federation. The great old cock 

is still in the 10ft today, although is not 

filling his eggs and was one of the birds that 

the brothers turned over to widowhood 

when they finished with the natural system. 

The Van Reets come from one of the 

premier Surrey lofts, Paul Arnold of North 

Cheam and the Van Loons were introduced 

a few years ago from Dennis Shepperd of 

Kingston. 

I recently received this email from Ken 

O’Connor: 

Please report all Peregrine attacks on the 

following website before it's too late and 

our great sport is no longer.  

Dear Keith, 

We have had two young birds killed in the 

last two days, when my wife and I and two 

other family members stood in our back 

garden watching helplessly as our 
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youngsters were chased by a Peregrine 

Falcon in the sky. The Peregrine split the 

batch up then dropped like a stone onto 

one of them and carried it away. We have 

raced pigeons for forty years and it was the 

worst thing I have ever witnessed in that 

time. I know we all think nothing will ever 

be done to help our cause, but unless we all 

try there will be NO hope for the future of 

our great sport. Please send this email to as 

many pigeon fanciers as possible and 

circulate to other Federations. Thank you. 

Yours in sport: Ken O'Connor (R & K 

O'Connor) LN 6719 Telephone: 

07986008018. 

I circulated Ken’s email to my list on the PC 

and I received many replies from fanciers 

with the same problem, including this one 

from Frank and Sue Carson, who live just up 

the road from Paul Arnold 

Hi Keith!  

If you speak to Ken, I believe he saw what 

happen to our birds when he was in Paul 

Arnold's garden. We lost 4 or 5 birds in four 

different attacks that same week. Frank saw 

the Peregrine take one of our bird and head 

back to Sutton town where they are living 

on the building roofs. We changed our 

times of letting out our birds for exercise, 

but still we get attacks. Frank and I are at 

our wits’ end with these attacks and as 

nothing seems to deter them any ideas of 

protest would be welcomed. Thanks for the 

email Keith! 

Regards – Sue Carson. 

Ken O’Connor, Paul Arnold and the Carsons 

all live in the Croydon / Sutton area and 

Paul tells me he had ten young birds taken 

by Peregrine falcons in a week, while on 

daily exercise around the loft. This is 

ridiculous! Ken sent me this information he 

found on the internet: A lost baby Falcon 

will be reunited with its parents after being 

rescued from a pub roof in Sutton. The baby 

Peregrine falcon flew onto the roof of the 

‘Old Bank’ pub in Sutton High Street at 

about 1pm this afternoon. It is one of five 

falcons that are currently on the roof of the 

nearby Quadrant House and was the bird 

that was reported missing yesterday. The 

Landlord at the ‘Old Bank’ then notified 

staff at Quadrant House, who then 

volunteered to remove the falcon and 

reunite it with its parents, Perry and Gwen. 

Coordinator of the Sutton Peregrine 

Community Facebook Page, Rob Dalton, 

was delighted the Falcon had been found 

after volunteers searched for the bird. He 

said: “At first light volunteers were again 

out looking for her, hoping she may have 

tried to come back in the early hours but 

again only three chicks on the roof were 

spotted. But later with the help of the 

public, one of the volunteers climbed a 

ladder, grabbed the bird and once again a 

successful release was made on the roof by 

security. So, a successful reunion of the 

family has now been made, that now makes 

fives rescues in as many days. A superb 

effort from everyone in Sutton, a great 

team effort”. 

A family of the fastest birds in the world has 

chosen the roof of Merton Council's 

headquarters as their new home. Peregrine 

Falcons were first spotted on the Civic 

Centre in Morden in March, where they 

have since hatched three chicks. A CCTV 

camera has been installed to monitor the 

birds during the fledging period when the 

chicks' wings and feathers grow until they 

are strong enough for flight. People who 

work and live nearby are being asked to 

watch out this week for any Peregrine 

chicks which may fall to the ground while 
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practising flying. If a grounded chick is not 

rescued, then it is likely to die. Stuart 

Harrington, a falcon-watcher at the London 

Peregrine Partnership who has been 

monitoring the birds, said he is expecting 

the chicks to start fledging in the next 

couple of days. He will be stationed outside 

the civic centre tomorrow, rotating shifts 

with other bird-watchers where possible to 

look out for fallen birds. They are expected 

to fledge between tomorrow and June 15. 

The council is working with the London 

Peregrine Partnership, Natural England and 

local police wildlife officers to allow the 

birds to nest without disrupting the 

management of the Civic Centre. A number 

of peregrines have started nesting in 

London in recent years, including pairs on 

Tate Modern and Quadrant House next to 

Sutton Station, where the Wimbledon 

Guardian is based. 

A pair of Peregrine falcons that have made 

their home on the roof of a Lewisham 

building are raising a family of chicks for the 

sixth year in a row, delighting local 

birdwatchers. 

The birds’ nest is located on the roof of the 

former CitiBank building on Molesworth 

Street outside Lewisham Shopping Centre. 

On May 5th four additions to the family of 

the long-time residents came into the world 

John Chapman, the nest site monitor from 

the London Peregrine Partnership said: 

“The parents have lived on the building for 

the past eight years and have bred there for 

six years”. A previous nesting attempt at the 

site failed, but this year they succeeded 

using a purpose-built nest box constructed 

by Chapman. The box was installed by 

Citibank under guidance from David 

Johnson of the London Peregrine 

Partnership. Peregrine falcons are a 

protected species. Stuart Harrington, also 

from the London Peregrine Partnership 

added: “We monitored the site earlier in 

the breeding season and made the building 

owners aware that the birds were intending 

to nest there. We made a site visit with 

members of the Met Police Wildlife Crime 

Unit to confirm that the box was in use and 

to ensure that the building owners 

understood their responsibilities in relation 

to the protected status of the birds. “They 

are the only Peregrine Falcons resident in 

Lewisham, although there are other pairs 

around London. The territory size can be a 

few square miles and nests are usually 

never less than a mile apart, indeed it is 

normally more than this. There are around 

30 pairs in the London Natural History 

Society (LNHS) recording area. 

The Peregrine Falcon is given legal 

protection under schedule one of the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. It means 

it is a criminal offence to intentionally take, 

injure or kill a peregrine or its nest, eggs or 

young. It is also a criminal offence to 

intentionally or recklessly disturb the birds 

near their nest during their March to July 

breeding season. Those breaking the law 

face a fine of up to £5,000 per offence and a 

prison sentence of up to six months. 

Ken O’Connor has written and sent this 

letter to, Steven Reed, his local MP in the 

Croydon area: 

Dear Steve Reed, 

My brother and I are both professional 

people and have been racing pigeons for 

over 40 years in the Croydon area along 

with many of our friends. I am contacting 

you today before it is too late and the great 

sport of Racing Pigeons is no longer in 

existence due to the daily attacks and 

killings of our racing pigeons by Peregrine 

Falcons, Sparrow Hawks and Kestrels, all of 



KEITH MOTT 
 

 

which are currently protected by law. We 

are all animal and bird lovers and the last 

thing we would ever want is to see the 

demise of any of the above raptors, 

however we do feel the numbers have 

increased to excess in the last decade and 

need to be kept at a balance with nature. 

Not only is it affecting our sport, it's also 

reducing the numbers of small birds in our 

area and country. We have witnessed many 

robins, blue tits and finches etc., being 

killed and taken off our bird feeding table 

by these raptors, so sadly we can no longer 

put out feed for them. This is a not just a 

problem in this area, it is a problem within 

the whole of the United Kingdom. Today is 

the first occasion we have asked for your 

help with the raptor attacks on our racing 

pigeons in this area but the situation has 

become desperate and our well-loved and 

valuable racing pigeons are being destroyed 

by them. We respectfully ask for your help 

and assistance in proposing that the 

numbers of raptors in the United Kingdom 

should be kept at a balance with nature 

before it is too late for many of our small 

birds and the sport of 'Racing Pigeons'. 

Thanking you! 

Yours sincerely: Kenneth O'Connor 

Well that’s our article for this week! Not a 

happy one, but please follow Ken’s lead and 

write to your local MP, and try to get the 

raptor population reduced to a reasonable 

number. I have! I can be contacted with any 

pigeon ‘banter’ on telephone number: 

01372 463480 or email: 

keithmott1@virginmedia.com  

TEXT & PHOTOS BY KEITH MOTT.  
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