
 

 

PAT O’SULLIVAN OF ENFIELD 

By Keith Mott 
 

 

Pat O’Sullivan was born in Killmallock, 

County Limerick, Ireland in 1938 and had a 

few pigeons as a teenager, which he housed 

in a box hanging on the back wall of the 

family house. When I asked Pat about his 

first racing pigeons, he said, ‘our family 

moved to London in 1954 and I got a job in 

Islington, until I moved to Enfield in 1966, 

and it was at that time I got my first race 

birds, as we now had our first back garden. I 

obtained my first birds Mr. Gray of 

Walthamstow, who was leaving the sport 

and I also purchased his loft and clock.  

My first club was the Enfield Highway club, 

which was very strong at that time and I did 

quite well as a novice. In 1968 I sent to 

Thurso with the Gray pigeons and won 1st 

club, 36th open London NR Combine and in 

that same season won 21st open Combine 

with a young bird. At that time Went 

Brothers were the premier local fanciers, 

with their wonderful ‘Steptoe’ family and I 

wanted to emulate their brilliant 

performances in the London NR Combine. 

In those early days I was too impatient and 

rushed things too much, racing every bird in 

the loft every week. Patients are a major 

factor behind successful long distance 

pigeon racing’. 

Pat has been a pigeon fancier for nearly 50 

years and is mostly noted for his wonderful 

performances he has put up over many 

seasons, racing north road from Lerwick 

(588 miles). Pat was the proud owner of the 

famous blue hen, Champion ‘Limerick Lady’, 

and she flew Lerwick five times recording: 

1st, 2nd, 5th and 19th open London North 

Road Combine, plus 1st, 1st, 10th, 14th 

section North Road Championship Club, 1st, 

2nd North London Federation. She won an 

RPRA Award, 1st, 2nd, 4th club Berwick and 

2nd club, 79th open NRCC Thurso. Pat 

recently told me, ‘‘Limerick Lady’ was a 

granddaughter of Champion ‘Braveheart’ 

and her preparation for the Lerwick race 

was two club races from Berwick and Perth. 

‘Limerick Lady’ won the combine when she 

was eight years old and died in 2014 at the 

age of 15, and filled her last pair of eggs in 

2012.  

She was my favourite pigeon and has left 

some wonderful offspring to carry on the 

Lerwick winning dynasty for me’. She is the 

dam of several premier Lerwick racers 

including: ‘Celtic Pride’ who raced Lerwick 

(588 miles) four times winning of 4th, 9th, 
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11th, 14th open London NR Combine 

Lerwick, 3rd, 9th, 11th, 14th section NRCC, 

plus 4th section NRCC Perth, 7th section 

NRCC Dunbar and 13th section NRCC 

Thurso. Another wonderful daughter of 

‘Limerick Lady’ was the blue hen, ‘Celtic 

Spirit’ and she won 1st club, 1st Federation, 

1st London NR Combine, 1st section, 14th 

open NRCC Lerwick (1,674 birds).  

 

There were no birds home on the day of 

liberation and ‘Celtic Spirit’ was clocked at 

13.00hrs next day, and won an RPRA Award. 

Pat says ‘Limerick Lady’ is part of a 

continuous line of 1st Combine winners 

going back to 1960 and her grandsire, 

Champion ‘Braveheart’, won 1st, 9th, 15th, 

24th open London NR Combine, 1st 

Federation and 3rd section NRCC from 

Lerwick. ‘Brave heart’ is the grandson of 

‘Bridget’s Boy’ winner of 1st open London 

NR Combine Berwick and he in turn is the 

great, great grandson of Champion 

‘Steptoe’, the winner of 1st and 2nd open 

London NR Combine Thurso’. A wonderful 

family of long distance racers! 

 

He moved into his present Enfield home, a 

nice Victorian style house with a 150ft 

garden, in 1979 and established his 

wonderful present day family of long 

distance racers. His main loft, which houses 

24 pairs, is a three section 18ft x 9ft 

structure with a full length corridor and his 

young birds are housed in a four section 

20ft x 6ft loft, with 80 perches. Pat tells me, 

the birds are gives plenty of room and there 

is no overcrowding in his racing 

establishment.  

The yearling racers have their own 10ft x 6ft 

loft with 12 nest boxes, which is never full 

up, with plenty of spare nest sights. The 

stock birds have six nest boxes in a nice 

spacious 10ft x 6ft loft, which has two 

aviaries attached for the inmates to get out 

in the weather and enjoy a bath. The birds 

are raced on the natural system, with very 

little training as they fly well around home 

and get an open hole 24/7. Pat told me, ‘I 

pair up on St. Patrick’s Day (17th March) 

and I mostly rely on short racing to get 

them ‘match’ fit. The yearlings get about six 

training tosses from 15 miles and the old 

bird racers only have two or three short 

tosses. I feed a traditional mixture of peas, 

beans, maize and tares, and mix my own 

condition seed, which the birds love. Grit 

and minerals are available for the birds at 

all times’.  
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Pat breeds 40 young birds every season, 

plus a few latebreds and the early bred 

babies fly the whole young bird programme. 

They are fed the same as the old birds and 

are never put on the ‘dark’ system, racing 

natural to the perch. Pat is very keen on 

training the young birds and they get as 

many tosses as he can give them, and a few 

are selected to fly the NRCC Berwick Young 

Bird National. He has no views on eye sign, 

but likes to see a nice rich eye on a pigeon, 

and never show his birds in the winter 

months. 

This very successful Enfield long distance 

loft of pigeons are based on Went Brother’s 

‘Steptoe’ family and Frank Blackmore’s 

‘Westcott’ pigeons, and go way back to the 

1960’s and 1970s. Pat brings in the odd 

cross and one very successful introduction 

was ‘The Siggers Hen’ and she was the dam 

of ‘Dream Maker’, winner of 1st open 

Combine Lerwick and ‘Rocky’, winner of 5th 

and 8th open Combine Lerwick. When I 

asked Pat about line breeding, he said, ‘yes I 

like to line breed, but not to close. I like to 

bring in the occasional cross, both 

‘Braveheart’ and ‘Dream Maker’ were first 

time crosses, as was ‘Steptoe’.  

I am a great believer in late breds, but you 

must be very patient with them and I have 

produced some premier racers from late 

bred youngsters. My good hen, ‘Celtic Pride’ 

was bred from Champion ‘Limerick Lady’ 

when she returned from Lerwick in July and 

she went on to fly Lerwick four times for me. 

A wonderful late bred hen that was given 

good patience and schooled to great 

successes’.  

 

‘Braveheart’ was a champion breeding cock 

and his sons and daughters have won 3rd, 

3rd, 5th and 8th open London NR Combine 

and three of his children have bred three 

1st open LNRC Lerwick winners. A fantastic 

record!  

 

He has several premier grandchildren 

including: ‘Irish Rose’ 2nd open LNRC 
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Lerwick: ‘Celtic Warrior’ 2nd open LNRC 

Lerwick and ‘Joyce’ 3rd and 4th open LNRC 

Lerwick. His grandson, ‘Celtic Star’ won 1st 

section North Road Championship Club 

Thurso in the 2014 season, with only five 

birds clocked in the section in race time and 

won an RPRA Award. 

 

The O’Sullivan loft has won many premier 

prizes from shorter races over the years, 

but only the long distance achievements are 

really rated by Pat. He has won: 1st open 

London NR Combine Lerwick four times, 1st 

Federation Lerwick seven times, 1st section 

NRCC seven times (four times Lerwick, 

twice Thurso, once Fraserborough) and 1st 

open London NR Combine Berwick. Pat has 

won seven RPRA Awards, all for long 

distance races. He is very proud of the 117 

diplomas he has won in the LNRC and in 

2011 the NRCC organised a centenary race 

from Saxa Vord (634 miles), and clocked 

three of his four birds entered to record 

2nd, 3rd, 4th section. In the 2013 season he 

sent eight birds to Lerwick and clocked 

seven to record 2nd, 7th, 8th, 11th, 13th, 

14th and 15th open London NR Combine. 

Pat told me, ‘before I began to send to 

Lerwick my ambition was to win 1st club 

Thurso and I won the first time I sent. In 

2014 I won 1st section NRCC Thurso and 

that now makes 20 first, with no 

duplications. The 2014 season was my 20th 

year competing from Lerwick and I have 

clocked in from every race’. Pat has done 

very little South Road racing, but won 58th 

open BICC Tarbes (583 miles) and clocked 

from Barcelona (717 miles) in the 2012 

racing season. His first love is racing from 

Lerwick (588 miles)! 

Pat has been retired from work for ten 

years and says his family don’t take an 

interest in his hobby, but will give help 

when needed. When he was younger he 

was much more active in the local club and 

only holds the chairman’s post these days. 

His biggest thrill was winning his first 

Combine win with over 1,000 fanciers and 

10,000 birds competing.  

The same year Pat won the famous ‘Tommy 

Long Trophy’ in the London NR Combine for 

the best average in three old bird race, 

Berwick, Stonehaven and Thurso, with a 

combined birdage of 25,000 birds. Pat says, 

in those days winning the ‘Tommy Long 

Trophy’ was every fancier’s ambition and it 

was like winning the FA Cup in football. A 

most fantastic feeling, he says!  

In 1982 and 1983 he won all four of the 

Combine race in the club, three old bird and 

one young bird, quite a milestone 

achievement for the O’Sullivan loft. Pat 

thinks the sport has progressed in recent 

years and with the widowhood system and 

special feeding, the birds are much faster, 

especially in Federation racing. The 

introduction of ETS has made the sport 

better, especially for the older and disabled 

fanciers. Pat maintains that people who are 
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interest in long distance pigeon race are still 

very successful racing on the natural system 

these days, as on a long fly it all evens out 

on whatever the system. Pat told me, ‘I 

think Mark Bulled is our top local fancier. 

When he raced North Road with his late 

father years ago they were our best local 

fanciers and now Mark is racing South Road 

on his own his performances are fantastic. 

To win the National Flying Club from Tarbes, 

flying in to Harlow was unbelievable’. 

The 2016 season will see the 100th race out 

of Lerwick for the North Road 

Championship Club and Pat is looking 

forward very much to competing in it. Well 

that’s the Pat O’Sullivan story and I hope 

my readers have enjoyed this article on this 

great fancier! I can be contacted with any 

pigeon ‘banter’ on telephone number: 

01372 463480 or email: 

keithmott1@virginmedia.com 

TEXT BY KEITH MOTT (www.keithmott.com) 
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