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The month of March saw Terry Haley and 

myself make the 130 miles drive down to 

Dorset to visit the Ponderosa UK Stud in 

Chickerell, which is sited near the wonderful 

south coast holiday resort of Weymouth. 

The stud owners, Tony Hayne and Mary 

Bartlett, invited me to bring my pigeon 

photography box down to Chickerell to 

photograph 25 of their premier stock birds, 

for a new feature on the Ponderosa 

Internet Website. I don’t usually take the 

box out of the house and I think this was 

only about the third time it had gone out of 

my front door since I built it all those years 

ago. I have had a great relationship with 

Tony Hayne and Mary Bartlett, since the 

early 1990s and was looking forward to the 

visit very much, as it is a place I always 

enjoy visiting and they are two very nice 

people. 

We met up on the day with Mike and Edna 

Shepherd, who were down on the south 

coast for a few days for a break and I must 

say, they both looked really well. Mike 

recently had a month or so fending for 

himself, as Edna went off to New Zealand 

on her own visiting family, but Mike being 

an ex-army man he didn’t starve without 

her looking after him. They have both been 

great workers for the sport over many years 

and are currently joint secretaries of the 

Inter Counties Federation, and Mike is the 

chairman of the British Barcelona Club. 

Mike started working on ‘The Racing 

Pigeon’ paper in 1970 and left in 1987 to 

become joint secretaries, with Edna, of the 

National Flying Club, which was a job they 

did for ten successful years and then in 

1997 the then owner of ‘The Racing Pigeon’, 

Dave Alan, asked Mike to return to his old 

job on the paper, which he did.  

Mike worked at ‘The Racing Pigeon’ for over 

25 years and still has a big involvement with 

the paper today. The very first article I did 

in the fancy press was the prize 

presentation, in the winter of 1972, for the 

old and now disbanded Molesey club and 

very soon after that had my own regular 

page in the Weybridge based Pigeon Racing 

‘Gazette’, then run by Roy and Audrey 

Bishop. Later in the 1970s I was judging at 

the Inter Counties Federation show in 

Hertfordshire and met Mike Shepherd for 

the time. Mike worked for the ‘Racing 

Pigeon’ newspaper as editor of the 

‘Pictorial’ at the time and invited me to 

submit some articles and photos for 

inclusion in the ‘Pictorial’, which was then 
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and still is today the premier glossy monthly 

pigeon magazine. Really at that time Mike 

was the man who took me to the top level 

of pigeon journalism and set me up for 

what I do in the fancy press today. I made 

my first pigeon photography box on a 

building site on a cold winter’s day at the 

end of the 1970s, with the sole purpose of 

enhancing my pigeon article and it is a 

practice I still carry out today. Nothing looks 

better than an article with plenty of quality 

pigeon photographs! I think I must have 

been the press office for every organization 

I’ve belonged to and in the 1990s I was 

press officer for the National Flying Club. 

Writing is what I do and still enjoy it, even 

after all those year. Mike Shepherd is my 

mentor and we have been good friends all 

through those many years! 

The Ponderosa UK Stud moved lock, stock 

and barrel into their new Chickerell facility 

in September 2009 and the brand new site 

must be described as fantastic. It is situated 

just along the lane from the old Ponderosa 

site and the new pigeon living quarters are 

a carbon copy of the old. The original 26 

breeding sections, including automatic 

cleaning nest box were relocated in the new 

site, as were the 20 holding flights which 

house the birds for sale. The only new 

facility in the pigeon breeding quarters is 

the under floor cleaning, which are deep 

pits under a wooden slatted floor, and this 

is cleaned out at regular times. The 

ventilation in the whole Stud is brilliant and 

the inmates looked in mint condition and 

wonderful health.  

The new complex has a function room, 

restaurant, pigeon shop and a wonderful 

flat with en suite bathroom, for traveling 

fanciers to stay over. The new VIP room was 

very impressive, with luxury seating and 

wide scene plasma TV. When you enter the 

new centre, you first arrive in the reception 

area and from this, doors lead off to the 

really nice coffee lounge, picnic area and 

pigeon accessories shop. The breeding pairs 

are housed in the stock wings, containing 

short, middle and long distance strains. The 

whole stud is sweet and clean, with the 

inmates looking in first class condition. 

Ponderosa UK has 320 stock pairs and the 

stud wings are split up in sections housing 

12 pairs, and the birds sun themselves in 

large flights at the rear of the wings. There 

are other wings with flights, which houses 

the birds for sale. On request, the loft 

manager, Tony Hayne, is happy to let you 

handle the birds you are interested in.  

Tony says ‘the strains which we house at 

the Ponderosa UK Stud are: (Short Distance) 

Janssen / Arendonk - Janssen Bertie 

Camphius - Luc Van Mechelen - De Klak - 

Hearmans - Ceusters - Van Loon - Brad De 

Joode - G & S Verkerk - Ad Schlaeckens - 

Van Dyke – Kannibaal - Gaston Van de 

Wouwer - Meulemans – Troyes - Deschacht 

- Denduyver - Vandenabeele Minderhoud - 

Desmit Mathjis – Ceusters: (Long Distance) 

Van Wanroy - Van De Wegan – Stichelbout - 

Muller Aarden.  You can telephone us on: 

01305 776319.’ 

Many winners are reported every season, 

with birds bred at the stud. Some recent 

Ponderosa winners are: Preece Brothers of 

Wales won 2nd, 5th section, 3rd, 17th open 

BICC International St. Vincent in 2013 with 

pigeons based on the Ponderosa Muller and 

Van Geel / Jan Aarden of Alun Maull. Dave 

and Vince Padfield of Wales continue their 

brilliant success with their long distance 

family based on the Wim Muller / Jan 

Aarden pigeons. Dave and Vincent have 

won at least seven Nationals and they won 

1st, 2nd open Welsh SRNFC Tarbes, 1st, 2nd, 

6th, 7th Welsh SRNFC, 27th, 33rd, 52nd, 
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88th open NFC Tarbes, 8th open BICC 

Barcelona, 3rd open BICC Tours, 30th open 

BICC Pau International, 1st section, 1st open 

BICC St. Vincent (566 miles). Tony told me 

that Steve and Paul Kulpa of Berkshire had 

won a long list of premier positions and 

have been customers of the Ponderosa UK 

Stud for many years. 

I visited the Ponderosa UK Stud twice in 

2014. The first time was to organise an 

article on the Stud’s new premises and the 

second was while I was on holiday in July, 

and that was to visit two premier Dorset 

fanciers, Charlie Riley and Tony Swain, who 

had won premier National and Classic 

positions with the Ponderosa pigeons. Tony 

Swain of Dorchester in the 2014 racing 

season recorded 1st open Central Southern 

Classic Flying Club Yearling Derby from 

Messac with his good blue hen ‘Elaine’ and 

she was bred at the Ponderosa UK Stud, 

from their Ad Schaerlaeckens bloodlines. 

Her dam ‘6374248’ is full sister to a cock 

that is responsible for 1st open BBC 

National Vire in 2010. A great line of 

Schaerlaeckens stock birds breeding 

National and Classic winners in the UK. 

‘Elaine’ is now back at the Ponderosa as a 

breeder.  

Another fancier who has been very 

successful with the Ponderosa UK Stud 

bloodlines in recent seasons is Charlie Riley 

of Dorchester and he recorded 1st, 2nd 

section, 1st, 2nd open NFC Fougeres (7,054 

birds) in 2012. Charlie’s Fougeres National 

winner was his champion blue cock, 

‘Olympic Flame’, and he is down from the 

very successful De Klak / ‘Bartoli’ bloodlines, 

and this wonderful cock has now been 

retired to the stock loft. The second bird on 

the ETS from Fougeres was the blue cock, 

‘Maggie’s Boy’, and he was bred from 

Ponderosa De Klak / ‘Bartoli’ stock birds. 

This game cock has a won several premier 

positions for the Riley loft including: 2012: 

2nd Weydor SFC, 2nd section, 2nd open 

NFC Fougeres, 3rd Weydor SFC, 9th section, 

78th open NFC Cholet: 2013: 5th section, 

121st open BBC Le Mans.  

Charlie says winning 1st and 2nd National is 

his biggest thrill in his 40 years in the sport 

of pigeon racing. Two wonderful De Klak 

racing cocks! Children of the two champions, 

‘Olympic Flame’ and ‘Maggie’s Boy’, are 

now at stock in the Ponderosa UK Stud. 

That’s it for this week! I can be contacted 

with any pigeon ‘banter’ on telephone 

number: 01372 463480 or my new email 

address: keithmott1@virginmedia.com  
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