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By Keith Mott 
 

CH. ‘SIMPLY THE BEST’ – Ray Hammond of 

Albury. 

 

Ray Hammond is one of the ‘all time greats’ 

of long distance racing in the Surrey area, 

having put up many outstanding 

performances over many years and has won 

the longest old bird race in the London & 

South East Classic Club three times, 

including 1st open Pau (550 miles) in 2005. 

His Pau Classic winner was the dark cock, 

‘Simply the Best’, and he is a firm favourite 

at the Albury loft, and now resides in the 

stock loft. Again, the 2005 Pau Classic was a 

very hard race and he won it well, being 

only the fourth race of his life. ‘Simply The 

Best’ was a late bred youngster in 2003 and 

had no racing as a young bird or yearling. I 

handled this great pigeon recently and I 

must say he was a perfect long distance 

type, being long cast in the hand, with very 

good silky feathering. Darran Mc Fadden’s 

2008 Tarbes L&SECC winner, ‘Razor’s Girl, is 

a nice two year old pied hen, bred by the 

Albury long distance ace, Ray Hammond, 

and is a direct daughter of Ray’s 2005 

L&SECC Pau winner, ‘Simply the Best’. Ray 

was up to his usual winning ways at the 

London &South East Classic Club Tarbes 

race again in 2011 by recording 2nd and 40th 

open and carrying on his brilliant 

consistency in the ‘Blue Riband’ event. If 

Ray had won the race he would have 

recorded his fourth Classic win! He clocked 

his four year old natural hen early on the 

Saturday morning to win 2nd open and her 

dam was second pigeon on the clock from 

the Tarbes Classic to record 40th open. The 

dam was first pigeon from Tarbes in 2010 to 

win 13th open and these hens are bred close 

to Ray’s 2005 L&SECC Pau winner, ‘Simply 

the Best’. A wonderful pigeon! 

Ray’s record in the long distance races over 

many years is second to none, winning: 1st 

open L&SECC Dax (twice), 3rd open L&SECC 

Dax, 5th open L&SECC Dax, 1st open L&SECC 

Pau, 1st open SMT Combine Bergerac, 6th 

open L&SECC Pau, 9th open L&SECC Pau, 1st 

section, 2nd open BBC Palamos (665 miles), 

2nd open BBC Barcelona (685 miles), 3rd 

open BBC Barcelona, 5th open BBC 

Barcelona, 1st section BBC Nantes, 1st 



 

 

section, 2nd open BBC Tours (only four birds 

home on the day of liberation), 2nd open 

BICC Perpignan, 19th open NFC Pau, 36th 

open NFC Pau and has won Bergerac at club 

level four times. A fantastic loft 

performance in the very best competition! 

CH. ‘FLEET LADY’ – Jim & Jean Jones of 

Fleet (Paul Stowell of Basingstoke). 

 

Paul Stowell’s brilliant pigeon racing career 

has spanned over 50 years and it has seen 

him win the UBI Combine five times, the 

Berkshire Federation 37 times and an RPRA 

Southern Region Loft Performance Award. A 

staggering record! He tells me his best 

performance to date was 1st section A, 1st 

open in the British Barcelona Club National 

from Bordeaux 437 miles, achieved in 1998. 

Paul likes all racing and likes to win from the 

first to the last race, but he has a 

preference for Channel racing. The pigeon 

that won 1st open British Barcelona Club 

National from Bordeaux was the wonderful 

dark blue grizzle hen, Champion ‘Emma 

Louise’ and she was bred down from Jim 

and Jean Jones Bricoux’s. Paul always 

remembered that Jim always said she 

would be a good one, how right he was. She 

had won prizes before her Bordeaux win, 

but she was seven years old when she won 

the BBC race and it was definitely her year, 

since she was 3rd section F, 51st open 

National Flying Club Pau 546 miles some 

five weeks before Bordeaux race. She was 

then rested and given a couple of 14 mile 

tosses with the young birds. This wonderful 

hen had plenty of previous good form 

winning a long list of premier positions 

including: 34th section, 142nd open NFC 

Saintes (380 miles), 10th Berkshire 

Federation Honiton, 18th Berkshire 

Federation Exeter, 23rd Berkshire 

Federation Exeter, 1st club Honiton and 2nd 

RP £10,000 Championship (long distance) 

1998. Her parents were Paul’s outstanding 

stock pair, ‘Cliddesden Tulip’, bred by Ko 

Nipius and ‘Cliddesden Luciano’ bred and 

raced by Paul Stowell and this brilliant cock 

won: 7th Berkshire Federation Plymouth, 

10th Berkshire Federation Weymouth and 

19th Berkshire Federation on the road. They 

say ‘cream always comes to the top’ and 

this is the case with Champion ‘Emma 

Louise’, as her grand dam was Jim and Jean 

Jones wonderful Bricoux champion red 

chequer hen, Champion ‘Fleet Lady’, who 

flew Palamos (673 miles) four times, twice 

over 500 miles and Perpignan (618 miles). 

She was a champion in the truest sense of 

the word winning the BBC ‘Spanish 

Diploma’ Award for 44th, 120th, 157th, 180th 

open BBC Palamos, 257th open Perpignan, 

plus 4th Three Borders Federation Dax (522 

miles) and 1st club Weymouth. A wonderful 

hen! 

 

 



 

 

CH. ‘CULMER BESS’ – Eric & Pat Cannon of 

Godalming 

 

Betty & I attended the 1999 National Flying 

Club prize presentation held at Bedford, 

with our good friends, Eric and Pat Cannon 

of Wormley, when they were presented 

with their fourth N.F.C. Pau Certificate of 

Merit, which is won by a pigeon that has 

taken three positions in the first 100 open 

in the Pau Grand National result. Their 

fourth certificate winner was the blue hen, 

Champion ‘Culmer Bess’, whose record 

reads, 1996: 4th section, 47th open Pau / 

Saintes, 1997: 2nd section, 6th open Pau, 

1998: 170th open Pau, 1999: 2nd section, 

26th open Pau, to lift the Certificate of Merit. 

A wonderful hen! ‘Culmer Bess’ is a 

daughter of one of Eric’s N.F.C. Pau section 

winners, ‘Culmer Joan’, and a cock obtained 

from Michael Spencer of Clitheroe. The 

Cannon / Spencer cross proved to be an 

excellent one, with ‘76956’, a brother to 

‘Culmer Bess’, winning 1st in the very strong 

Godalming club from Nantes, 17th open 

N.F.C. Pau, 184th open N.F.C. Pau and 161st 

open N.F.C. Pau / Saintes. ‘Culmer Bess’ 

proved to be a wonderful breeder, being 

the grand dam of Champion ‘Night Flight’, 

winner of 1st open NFC Saintes / Pau Grand 

National in 2003, for Mark Gilbert and the 

two champion breeding cocks, ‘Foxwarren 

Fred’ and his brother ‘The Old Cannon 

Cock’. The Cannon loft won its previous 

N.F.C. Pau merit award with the champion 

blue hen, ‘Culmer Channel Queen’ and she 

recorded 364th open Young Bird National, 

9th section, 98th open Pau, 3rd section, 29th 

open Pau, 5th section, 23rd open Pau, 14th 

section, 183rd open Pau. Another fantastic 

pigeon! The dam of ‘Culmer Channel 

Queen’ was ‘27444’ and she scored in three 

Pau Grand Nationals, recording 70th, 298th 

and 507th open, and she was half-sister to 

‘Culmer Bess with her dam being ‘Culmer 

Joan’. Eric Cannon used some of the best of 

Fear Brothers’ bloodlines and one cock 

crossed into Eric’s family produced the red 

cock, Champion ‘Culmer Sam’, who won 6th, 

6th and 8th section N.F.C. Nantes and 89th 

open N.F.C. Pau. When this great cock was 

stopped for stock he proved to be a 

champion breeder, producing many 

premier racers, including ‘Culmer Rose’, 

winner of 30th, 56th, 389th and 541st open 

N.F.C. Pau. This wonderful red hen was dam 

of ‘Culmer Joan’, winner of 1st section, 12th 

open N.F.C. Pau and grand dam of 

Champion ‘Culmer Bess’, Eric’s fourth Pau 

Merit Award winner. 

CH. ‘GARY’S LAD’ – Dave & Gary Heywood 

of Laindon. 

 

Two guys I’ve known and respected since 

the early 2000’s is the father and son 

partnership of Dave and Gary Heywood of 

Laindon. I first met the two Essex lads in 

2002 when they won the L&SECC Yearling 

Derby from Tours and came to my home in 



 

 

Claygate to have their first Classic winner, 

‘Diane’s Choice’, photographed for an 

article. Dave and Gary have become racing 

pigeon legends in Essex over the last few 

years winning countless top honours in the 

very best competition including: three times 

1st open L&SECC, four times 1st open BICC, 

twice 1st open Combine and of course twice 

1st open National Flying Club, from Fougeres 

in 2009 with their champion blue chequer 

hen, ‘Celebration Lass’ and then again with 

‘Play Boy’ from Fougeres in 2011. A 

fantastic racing record! 

Dave says the partners best racer ever on 

the south road was the champion blue pied 

cock ‘Gary’s Lad’, being the winner of a long 

list of premier positions including 1st open 

BICC Falaise, 2nd open BICC Gellainville, 1st 

Thames NE Counties Poole and 1st 

Federation Blandford. This handsome 

Hartog cross cock was retired to the stock 

loft and has proved to be a champion 

breeder, producing many winners. Dave 

and Gary have had a good 2011 old bird 

season and finish it off by sending ten birds 

to the last L&SECC race from Bergerac (465 

miles), clocking five on the day of liberation, 

and recording 1st, 13th, 26th, 29th and 31st 

open. Their winning pigeon was their good 

three year old Hartog blue cock, ‘Bergerac 

Dream’, and he has been an outstanding 

pigeon raced on the widowhood system, 

winning five premier positions in the first 20 

open with the L&SECC and BICC. The 

partner’s second bird from Bergerac was 

clocked soon after ‘Bergerac Dream’ to 

record 13th open and was another premier 

widowhood cock by the name of ‘Young 

Brian’. This three year old blue pied cock 

had previously won four top prizes in the 

Classic and was son of Champion ‘Gary’s 

Boy’, when mate to a gift De Klak stock hen 

from the late, great Brian Long. ‘Gary’s Boy’ 

the champion racer and breeder! 

CH. ‘CAROL’S DELIGHT’ – George & Carol 

Humphreys of New Addington. 

 

The late George Humphreys of New 

Addington won three of the L&SECC 

average trophies in 2012, including the ‘Iris 

Mott Memorial Trophy’. George had 

suffered some really bad health problems at 

that time and it was great to see him have a 

brilliant racing season. He sent four birds to 

Tarbes (560 miles) in 2012, clocked three on 

the day of liberation to win 1st, 4th and 18th 

open and George and his wife, Carol, got 

there fourth bird next day. George told me 

at the time, that the fourth bird came with 

his Tours club pigeon on the Saturday, 

which recorded 2nd club. The partner’s 

Tarbes winner was their two year old blue 

white flight hen ‘Carol’s Delight’ and she 

was sent sitting ten day old eggs. She had 

regular training tosses off the south coast 

and George told me, he had had some bad 

health in that summer, and his good friend, 

Alan Mark, had given his birds a few tosses 

off Hayling Island. This game little hen was 

unraced as a young bird and was second 

bird from the L&SECC 2012 Tours race, too 

record 81st open. ‘Carol’s Delight’, the 

Tarbes Classic winner’s sire and dam were 

purchased from Richard Windsor of 

Cheshire, which were at stock. Three weeks 

after their Tarbes Classic win George and 



 

 

Carol sent a team of eight birds to the 

L&SECC Bergerac (450 miles) Classic and 

clocked two on the day of liberation, to 

record 8th and 11th open. I had a phone call 

from George Humphreys on the Bergerac 

weekend and he informed me that he had 

clocked the two birds on the day and 

second pigeon was his Tarbes winner, 

‘Carol’s Delight’. First bird, to be 8th open 

was her sister. ‘Carol’s Delight’ was his first 

bird on the ETS from Tarbes, too win 1st 

open, and had now been clocked on the day 

of liberation from Tarbes and Bergerac in 

the 2012 season. A fantastic performance! 

Flying over 1,000 miles in two races in a 

three week period and clocked twice on the 

day of liberation, to win 1st and 11th open 

L&SECC. This champion hen’s performance 

must be rated as one of the very best of the 

2012 season. What a pigeon! 

CH. ‘AMOY’ – Kevin & Lee Buddle of Dover 

 

Since coming in the sport in 1997, the 

father and son partnership of Kevin and Lee 

Buddle and become one of the premier lofts 

competing in the British International 

Championship Club. The partners are only 

interested in National and International 

racing and have won a massive list of 

premier prizes in the BICC, including: 2009: 

1st open BICC Pau International (545 miles) 

and in 2014: 1st open BICC Narbonne 

International. The great thing about Kevin 

and Lee’s loft in Dover, is it has strength in 

depth, with champion long distance racers 

breeding champion long distance racers! It 

is very strong in both the racing and 

breeding departments. Kevin and Lee’s first 

BICC winner was their 2006 bred dark pied 

hen, Champion ‘Amoy’ and she recorded: 

2009: 1st open BICC Pau International (545 

miles), clocked on the day of liberation and 

in 2008 she won 61st open BICC Tarbes 

International (548 miles). 

I asked Lee about Champion ‘Amoy’, he said, 

‘she is a granddaughter of our foundation 

hen ‘Buddy’ and is a daughter of a sister to 

the dam of our champion Barcelona cock, 

Champion ‘Pipi’. ‘Buddy’ was a very good 

race bird winning 2nd section E, 4th open 

NFC Pau 2002 (542 miles), but it was in the 

breeding loft that she has been brilliant. 

‘Amoy’ contains Hofken on her sire’s side, a 

strain we purchased in Holland and had 

flown twice from Barcelona International at 

801miles. Champion ‘Amoy’ is actually a full 

sister to our good pigeon, ‘Bolt’, who also 

won 4th BICC Pau International 2010. As a 

young bird she had three inland races at 

100 miles and one inland race at 127 miles. 

The following season as a yearling she was 

race over the channel four times out to 

Poitiers (317 miles). Then as a two year old 

she had four short channel races, then was 

entered into the BICC Tarbes International 

where she won 61st open (548 miles). The 

following year she was sent to four short 

channel races, with the last one being Saran 

(220 miles), just three days before race 

marking for Pau International race and she 

went on to win 1st open BICC Pau 

International (544 miles), 36th open 

International Hens, 333rd open International, 

clocked on the day of liberation’. Kevin and 

Lee were lucky enough to actually win 1st 

and 2nd open from the BICC Pau 



 

 

International in 2009. ‘Amoy’ was followed 

in by their good blue; ‘BC’ and these two 

birds were also the only two birds home on 

the day of liberation into the UK. ‘BC’ had 

previously won 1st club Bergerac (435 miles) 

the year before his BICC Pau success. Since 

her win ‘Amoy’ has been retired to stock 

and is looking to be a very good breeder as 

she is already the dam to a top racing cock 

at the Dover loft named ‘Tom’, winner of: 

2013: 5th open BICC St. Vincent (531 miles): 

2014: 15th open BICC Pau (545 miles): 2014: 

22nd open BICC St. Vincent (531 miles): 

2013: 30th open BICC Pau (545 miles), 

clocked on the day of liberation. ‘Amoy’ is 

also the grand dam of Champion ‘Elsa’, 

winner of 2014: 1st open BICC Narbonne 

International (557 miles) and 2013 39th 

open BICC Agen International (484 miles). 

Champion ‘Amoy’ a once in a life time 

pigeon! 

That’s it for this week! Next time we are 

featuring some ‘once in a life time’ 

champions from the Show Racer world. I 

can be contacted with any pigeon ‘banter’ 

on telephone number: 01372 463480 or 

email: keithmott1@virginmedia.com  

 

TEXT & PHOTOS BY KEITH MOTT 

(www.keithmott.com). 
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