
 

 

KEITH MOTT WRITES 

 
 

Three Borders Federation Transporter 

 

It has been a busy winter for the officer of 

the Federation and one of the main things 

to come from all their good efforts, is they 

have purchased a transporter for the 2015 

season. The membership owe a debt of 

gratitude to several of our Federation 

officers who have put in a lot of time and 

effort over an eight week period, to ensure 

that we have first class transport for our 

pigeons in the 2015 racing season. In some 

cases it was at personal sacrifice, uses 

family time to get the vehicle ready for the 

first race! What can I say about the hard 

working Federation secretary, Bryan 

Poulton, and the transport manager, Dom 

McCoy, that hasn’t been said before, except 

they have put in double overtime on the 

new transporter. A vote of thanks to the 

Federation chairman, David Lebby, who has 

given the Federation a £12,000 interest free 

loan to purchase the new vehicle and to 

Alan Tullett of the Guildford club, who took 

the lads up to Hull to pick up the 

transporter. The new convoyer / driver is 

Gary Essex of Hayes in Middlesex, who has 

been a premier pigeon fancier for over fifty 

years and he has previously convoyed very 

successfully for the North Road Federation. 

There will always be two fanciers going to 

the race point with the pigeons and Dom 

McCoy tells me he is sacrificing some of his 

racing this season so he can go to the races 

with Gary. 

 

The Federation have a new transporter and 

convoyer for the 2015 season and the new 
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vehicle was displayed to the members for 

the first time in the car park of the ‘Vandals’ 

Rugby Club in April.  

The committee put on a special Monday 

morning viewing and only being few miles 

from my home in Claygate, I thought it 

would nice to pop along and take some 

photos for the column, and meet the new 

convoyer. When I arrived at the Walton car 

park, Dom McCoy had just pull in with the 

new transporter and Terry Goodsell was 

there waiting to pick some crates for the 

new Ashridge club. The vehicle had been 

picked up from Hull a month earlier, with a 

new set of race crates that had been made 

for it and the vehicle had been sign written 

with the Federation name. The immaculate 

transporter is a 2006 Iveco turbo daily 3ltr 

injection, complete with an Ifor Williams 

trailer for extra birdage.  

 

It has no racking, 96 integrated crates 

(2,600 birds), curtains and stainless steel 

drinkers. The 27 bird crates are super 

lightweight, being constructed with thin ply 

wood and aluminium dowels. The 

transporter has no racking, with the crates 

being of the new type self-stacking design 

and they have a 30mm gap between them 

for good ventilation. The Federation 

recommend that the clubs put 25 birds in 

the crates and corrugated cardboard is to 

be used on the crate floors. The main unit 

has a 100 litre water tank and holds 54 

crates, and the trailer carries 40 crates. The 

transporter roof is made of fibreglass to 

give the inmates good light and is fitted 

with several spinning vents, and the pigeon 

compartment has a lighting system in case 

the convoyer needs to inspect the birds at 

night. I was very impressed with the new 

transporter. It is a really good job and I look 

forward to seeing it in action! 

 

It's always great to hear of any premier 

worker in the sport winning a good prize 

with his pigeons. It's hard to excel at racing 

with very limited time in the loft, so I was 

delighted to hear that Bryan Poulton, the 

hard-working Secretary of the Three 

Borders Federation of 28 years in office had 

won his favourite race from Bergerac again 

in the 2014 season. It has been well 

documented in recent months what a bad 

race the 2014 Bergerac race was, with only 

four birds in the Federation and eleven in 

the SMT Combine being recorded in race 

time. It was nice to see Bryan doing well at 

this the longest old bird race again, 

recording 1st club, 3rd Federation, 9th SMT 

Combine (512 birds). One of Brian’s best 

races from Bergerac (450 miles) was in the 

2013 season, winning 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5th 

Shepperton club, 10th, 15th, 23rd, 25th 

Three Borders Federation, 13th, 22nd, 31st, 

33rd SMT Combine. Great pigeon racing 

Bryan! The 2013 Bergerac winner was 

Bryan’s five year old dark pied cock, ‘70532’ 
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and after several training races was sent to 

Bergerac sitting 14 day old eggs. This game 

cock was bred from a cross of all Bryan’s old 

families and his sire recorded 1st club, 5th 

Federation Bergerac in 2012 and flew it 

again in 2013. He is bred from the very best, 

with his dam being a Cattrysse / Dordin 

cross and winner of 1st section E (by over 

an hour), 10th open NFC Tarbes Grand 

National. Bryan tells me his loft houses 

several Bergerac winners at the present 

time! In the 2012 season Bryan won 5th and 

13th in the Bergerac Federation result and 

winning the Shepperton club. He finds it 

very hard to find the time to race his birds 

properly these days, with the demands on 

his time running the Three Borders 

Federation and it’s great to see him have 

some good success. The Poulton pigeons 

are now his own inbred family and he says 

they have always tended to be better from 

the longer races. From the Continent, he 

maintains that his best performance was a 

few years ago racing from Bergerac in two 

clubs on the same weekend, taking the first 

three positions in one club and the first two 

in the other, all with birds clocked on the 

day of liberation. 

It was really great to hear news that Dom 

McCoy has taken on the job of Federation 

transport manager again this season, after 

doing such an outstanding job in previous 

seasons. Dom & Claire McCoy’s ‘Gladiator 

Lofts’ at Ashford have great results every 

year with 2010 being one of their best! As 

the 2010 season progressed their 

performances got even better and better. 

Dom’s young birds finished the season in 

fantastic style by winning 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th 

Three Borders Federation (1,422 birds) 

Wincanton, 1st Three Borders Federation 

(836 birds) Exeter. Brilliant pigeon racing in 

one of the strongest Federations in the 

South of England! Dom and Claire had yet 

another great year racing in 2011 and won 

eleven firsts in the very strong Shepperton 

club, including Falaise, Messac and Bergerac, 

and 4th Federation Messac (857 birds), 2nd 

Federation, 4th SMT Combine Bergerac 

(450 miles), 7th, 18th Federation Taunton 

(1525 birds), 9th Federation Newton Abbot 

(885 birds). There is a bit of a story behind 

Dom and Claire’s Bergerac win, in the fact 

that they had never sent to this 450 mile 

race point before and they only sent one 

pigeon to record this brilliant performance. 

 

Dominic says his late father, Tom McCoy, 

was a good friend of the new Three Borders 

Federation convoyer, Garry Essex and they 

raced in the ‘City Arms’ club. Tom was an 

outstanding pigeon racer in the London 

area for many years and his motto was no 

medication, plenty of training, good feeding 

and the best will survive and win. He says 

pigeon racing is a different game today and 

thinks the modern day sport is all about 

feeding, fitness, motivation and of course 

good pigeons. When I asked Dom how he 

started up in the sport, he told me, ‘My life 

with pigeons began in 1965 when my father, 

Tommy, was racing at the time in 

partnership with my uncle flying as, G. Olive 

& T. McCoy and they were very successful 

flying both north and south road. I began by 

cleaning out the lofts and waiting for birds 

to come back from training. I won my first 

race at the grand age of 13 years old from 
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Dorchester (110 miles), flying at our local 

club the ‘City Arms’ in Hammersmith, which 

was a member club of the West Middlesex 

Federation. Later on when I was in my 

teenage years pigeons took second place 

too me going out and having holidays and I 

never raced or kept pigeons myself after 

1970, until my restart in 2005. My family, 

including my brothers and uncles have all 

raced pigeons all through the years and the 

McCoy family are all very heavy in to 

pigeons. In 2005 my wife, Claire, decided 

that I needed a hobby and my brother, Billy, 

who flies in the Richmond Flying Club as T. 

McCoy & Son, suggested I should get 

restarted with the pigeons. So there it was 

settled, Pigeons from that day have become 

my resurrected love’. 

Race Programme 

A last reminder of the Three Borders 

Federation 2015 race programme: (OB) 

11th April Blandford: 18th April Yeovil: 25th 

April Yeovil: 2nd May Honiton: 9th May 

Falaise (SMT Combine): 16th May Exeter: 

23rd May Vire (SMT Combine): 30th May 

Honiton: 6th June Fougeres (SMT Combine): 

13th June Yelverton: 20th June Messac 

(SMT Combine): 27th June Taunton: 4th July 

Yeovil: 11th July Truro (SMT Combine): (YB) 

1st August Blandford: 8th August Blandford: 

15th August Yeovil: 22nd August Blandford: 

29th August Kingsdown: 5th September 

Exeter: 12th September Yelverton (SMT 

Combine). 

 

That’s it for this week! Next week we have 

our first Three Borders Federation race 

report. Good luck to the Federation 

members for the forthcoming 2015 racing 

season. I can be contacted with any pigeon 

‘banter’ on telephone number: 01372 

463480. 
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