
 

A NOVICE WITH HIS 

SIGHTS ON THE DISTANCE 
PART 3 

By Tony Ward 
 

Well, the time has been and gone for all the 
trials and tribulations that the breeding 
season brings, having nearly all yearlings, I 
have had my fair share of fun and games. 
 
I generally select my own pairings and lock 
them in a box with a divider between for a 
couple of days until they accept each other. 
Then, although time consuming, they are 
allowed their liberty a pair at a time until I 
am satisfied they are finding the correct box 
 
I have had very few problems this way in 
the past, although there is always one. 
From aggressive cocks, to very keen parents, 
both wanting to be on the nest at the same 
time ( which I do like to see ) I have had a 
few this year, except for a slightly scalped 
hen and a 5 day old youngster clearly 
pushed out of the nest bowl after dark, only 
to be found dead the next morning. I put 
this down to yearlings just getting their 
head around things. 
 
My first to hatch was on the 16th Feb 
(shown below) and I currently have 12 
chicks in the nests with another 4 due to 
hatch over the next 7 to 10 days. My racers 
will only be rearing the one round and will 
have their 2nd round eggs switched for pot 
eggs after 8 days sitting. I am aiming to ring 
20 ybs this year, but will also take a few 
from selected stock pairs which I will ring 
with leftover 2014 rings, and treat as late-
breds. 

 

 

Eleven-day old squeakers 

They are from the Blue cock below and are 
G/children of "BIG BUCKS" (sire of 1st West 
Section BICC Perpignan 2014 at 618miles) 
 

 

Direct son of Big Bucks 

This is one of my Stock Cocks, he is a Direct 

son of "BIG BUCKS"  who in turn is a Son of 

"NYLAND ASHLEY" He was paired to his 



 

 

cousin, herself being a Gdtr of both 

"UNTOUCHABLE" 1st open BBC Barcelona & 

"NYLAND ASHLEY" 2nd open BICC 

Barcelona  696miles, bred and raced by Mr 

John Halstead. 

 

My method 

I have been operating an open hole system 
with my birds since pairing up and I am very 
happy with the contentment that this 
seems to have given them. Flying natural, 
open hole when possible and all birds 
running together is my own personal 
direction. 
 
I know a lot of fanciers don’t like the idea of 
all running together for fear of the old birds 
picking something up from the young birds 
etc but for me and my own intentions, I can 
see a lot of positives with this method going 
forward. The youngsters joining in with the 
old birds, flying around the local area, 
coming and going as they please, will no 
doubt help them to be happy in and around 
their home environment, this can only be a 
positive thing for the type of bird that I am 
trying to cultivate. I want the birds to want 
to come home when we get to the longer 
races, not only for their nest but for the 
love of home. 
 

 

Hen nesting on the floor 

This hen decided to lay her eggs on the 

floor of the loft, in the corner, so I provided 

her with a nest bowl and let her build away. 

 

 

Daughter of Artie 

This Slatey hen is to be retained for stock, 

being a Daughter of "ARTIE" who is a full 

brother to "NYLAND ASHLEY" she is paired 

to the cock below. 

 

 

Mate to daughter of Artie 

This cock is a result of crossbreeding a dtr of 
"NYLAND ASHLEY" to a Gson of C Gordons 
"SNYDALE EXPRESS" He is paired to the 
slatey hen above. 
 
Feeding 
 
I had already been using a ‘breed and wean’ 
mixture since mid-December but decided 
that the birds would need more variety 
around pairing up time, therefore, I 



 

 

introduced a super breeding mixture over a 
period of about 1 week while at the same 
time using the Comed Roni product that 
was recommended by John Halstead in his 
most recent dvd, "Breeding, Feeding and 
Tactics to Win Races". 
This gradual change and use of the above 
product, I believe, helped to ensure no 
negative change in the birds’ droppings. 
 
So my feeding at the moment is 50% super 
breeding mixture and 50% breed and wean 
mixture. Grit, clay pickstones and minerals 
etc are also provided regularly. The trough 
is filled with 1 heaped soup spoon per bird 
(monitored) twice a day, supplemented in 
the evening with 1 heaped teaspoon of 
Hormoform per pair in their box. 
 
As soon as there are chicks in the nests, a 
pot of the mixture is always topped up on 
the nestbox fronts. Put simply, my birds are 
never kept short of food. 
 
I will wean my youngsters from 24 days old 
onto 100% Bread and wean mixture. They 
will each receive half a Spartrix tablet and I 

will also be using the Comed Roni product 
for the recommended 14-day period. 
 

 
My feed at the moment 

All in all 

I am quite happy with my breeding season 
so far, yearlings can always be a bit 
awkward but I suppose a little more 
vigilance on my own part could have 
prevented 1 or 2 mishaps. 
 
We are always learning! 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 


