
 

 

Report on the 2012 Annual General Meeting 

 

At the meeting held in September the Committee set about 

finding ways forward in this rapidly changing climate of pigeon 

racing. This, to a large extent, arose from the breath of fresh air 

that the new secretaries have brought to the Club and the 

requests and feedback they had received from members. This 

forward momentum was carried in to the AGM and while the 

Club, like the sport in general, faces considerable challenges and 

the Club itself has its own challenges that must be overcome the 

overall feeling gained from this AGM was that the Club should 

move forward, that it can move forward and that it does have the 

capacity so to do.   

This AGM saw the departure of several significant personalities 

from the Committee. The first and I think without question the 

most significant of these being the Chairman Jim Hooper. Jim 

has been a mainstay of the Club for many, many years and the 

Club owes an enormous part of its success, prestige and indeed 

existence to the work and devotion that he has shown it. He 

explained to the meeting that he is now in his 70s and he had 

found the meetings over the last couple of years quite trying. 

While his departure will be a great loss his achievements will 

stand as long as the Club remains a success and it is now the 

duty of others to serve and succeed. You cannot mention Jim 

without mentioning his wife Hazel and just as they have been a 

couple for many years and just as they have worked together for 

the Club for many years so they depart, together. Whilst Hazel 

has always maintained a less public profile her devotion, industry 



and service to the Club has been unparalleled. Another couple 

who have provided great service over many years and who have 

stood down for much the same reasons are Allan and Ann 

Follows. Once again their contribution will be sorely missed but it 

is time for others to take their place. Finally Brian and Sarah 

Adamson have also decided to depart after working very hard for 

the Club over many years. Their departure will of course involve 

new transport arrangements amongst other things but once 

again it is now for others to do their part. On behalf of the Club 

and all its members I would like to thank each of them for what 

they have given to the Club.  

While, as I have said above, this meeting carried forward the 

momentum set earlier by the Committee one huge stumbling 

block remained, the accounts. I think it must have been clear to 

all who received the provisional accounts sent out that there were 

significant errors, omissions and questions to be asked. The 

Committee had decided, at a meeting before the AGM, that these 

accounts could not go forward and that the AGM would have to 

be deferred because of this, all made the more embarrassing as 

this was the second year that this has happened. Members were 

not slow in pointing this out within the AGM and the Committee 

were heavily criticised, quite rightly, for not having “managed” the 

situation better. While there was considerable criticism and a 

demand for a thorough and forensic investigation of the accounts 

there was also a strong appeal from the floor not to look for 

scapegoats and play the blame game but to establish the facts, 

put right anything that was wrong and move on. In the spirit of 

both of these calls Richard Green was appointed to conduct this 

examination together with Jill Rogers. Neither has played any 

part in the accounts over the past two years, which means they 

will bring a degree of independence to the examination, but 

perhaps more importantly they both have the experience and 

knowledge required to do the job. Richard has the added 

advantage that he can take the accounts back to the time he left 

them, when they were in good order. There is no real excuse for 

this not having been done before but at least it will be done now. 



The date for the deferred AGM was not set as this relies largely 

upon the examination that Richard and Jill are conducting, and 

there is a lot of work for them to do 

Carrying forward this momentum Richard Green was appointed 

as the new Chairman of the Club. He soon displayed a sure hand 

in this position and I think we can look forward to healthy and 

even handed debate at further meetings. Mick Carrick, Mike 

Shepherd, Bob Alty and Jill Rogers were proposed and eagerly 

voted in as Committee members. Again this provides a group with 

wide ranging experience and knowledge and bodes well for the 

future management of the Club. Finally the role of Secretary and 

Treasurer was split with Richard Spooner taking over as the new 

treasurer. Frankly this is something that should be standard 

procedure and done long ago. It is necessary as much to protect 

people as it is for any security purpose. What I would like to add 

at this stage, because it is very easy for tongues to wag, this was 

done out of a point of principle not because anyone has any 

suspicion of anything being wrong. I would like to go a little 

beyond that and state quite clearly that this decision passes no 

reflection on our current secretaries whose behaviour in this area 

has been exemplary and indeed they have themselves raised 

several issues concerning the club’s finances through the year. 

At last we come to the proposals made and the voting on them. 

Firstly you will be aware that the Committee put forward a Rule 

Review that they proposed to introduce under the old Club Rule 

3. There was also a proposal made to alter that Club Rule 3 

which found favour in the voting and so the Rule Review became 

void. While there had been a certain amount of academic 

argument about the validity of all this the argument itself was 

overcome by simple democracy. You, the members, were given 

the choice and you made your decision, the matter rests there. 

What emerged from the voting was however encouraging in that 

all the changes to Rules that the Committee wished to make, and 

which were included as individual proposals, found favour and 

were passed. I will give you the voting figures later. Another 

unfortunate aspect of the voting procedure, mentioned by the 



Committee in its introduction to that review, also arose, 

proposals being declared out of order. It was with very great 

regret, as expressed by the new chairman, that any proposal 

should be found out of order. I do not intend to examine the 

details of this particular incident here but it has caused a lot of 

heartache and concern and it really is not necessary. Can I just 

re-iterate the message that the chairman expressed at this 

meeting. The Committee has no wish to prevent or impede any 

member from putting forward any proposition for a vote by the 

membership, quite the contrary, this is YOUR Club and you have 

the absolute right to do so. What we would ask and encourage 

you to do, whether it be a full proposal or just a speck of an idea, 

is send it in to the Committee in good time so that they can look 

and examine it and consider how it should or could be developed 

or worded in order to prevent it being “Out of Order”.   

Finally, for now anyway, the Committee at an earlier meeting put 

forward a race programme based upon requests that had been 

made by various members. This programme has attracted both 

praise and criticism from many quarters. Much of the criticism 

arises from people who see some of the races as competition with 

other organisations. Can I just say this Club has no desire or 

ambition to compete with other organisations, what we would like 

to do is co-operate with them. What some Clubs etc. must 

recognise is that their membership covers a limited area of the 

country while that of this Club encompasses the entire 

Geographic British Isles and we have a duty to that entire 

membership, not just part of it. The Committee will be having a 

meeting early in 2013 to finalise the race programme amongst 

other things.  What we would like is to hear from you, the 

members, what you would like and what you would like the Club 

to do. You can write or telephone the Secretaries or perhaps 

better still your local Committee member. Make yourselves heard 

and then we can try to do what you ask for.  

Cataluña 

cataluna@britishbarcelonaclub.org.uk 

mailto:cataluna@britishbarcelonaclub.org.uk


Votes cast upon the propositions made. 

1.        Ruled out of order. This was extensively discussed at 

the AGM and despite great sympathy with the proposers this 

remained out of order.  

2.         Failed. 66-95 

3.         Failed. 60-98 

4.         Failed. 31-124 

5.         Passed. 137-19 

6.         Passed. 101-52 

7.         Passed. 75-66 

8.         Passed 96-47 

9.         Passed. 91-50 

10.  Passed. 105-43 

11.  Passed. 92-54 

12.  Passed.127-22 

13.  Passed. 106-40 

14.  Passed 97-46 

15.  Passed 103-45 

16.  Passed. 88-52 

17.  Ruled out of order. It was noted that the Committee 

and Club would be quite prepared to duplicate entries with any 

organisation that would co-operate. 

 

 

 


