
“NEWS IN BRIEF”

The main outcome from the Committee meeting held today, 8th

December 2012, was to firm up the 2013 race programme and

set out the new marking stations and transport.

Race Programme.

After taking soundings, from many quarters, over the earlier

proposed race programme it has been decided to keep very much

to the original plan with two significant amendments. Firstly,

because the bulk of members are still to be found in the south

western sections, much concern has been raised over the clash of

dates on the 25th May. So with great reluctance, and after much

discussion, that proposed race has been withdrawn. Secondly the

young bird race proposed for the 17th August has also withdrawn

because it was thought, again after extensive consultation and

consideration, that it was perhaps too early for most long

distance fanciers. So apart from that the substance of the

programme remains, as shown below, with some slight

adjustment to race points:

Saturday 27th April Carentan

Saturday 11th May Messac

Saturday 8th June Niort

Saturday 22nd June Le Mans Th
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Friday 5th July Barcelona International

Saturday 6th July Fougeres

Saturday 27th July Bordeaux

Saturday 31st August YB/OH Fougeres (the main Club YB race.)

Saturday 21st September Tours (an Open race taking on from the

High Littleton Tours National.)

So that is nine races, rather than the original eleven, for 2013

and if they prove successful then the programme could be

extended for 2014. Some might think these changes are just

chopping and changing but nothing could be further from the

truth. The British Barcelona Club is both looking to the future

and endeavouring to provide what members seek. These changes

have been made directly in a response to feedback received. If

you have any views, requests, suggestions or indeed criticisms

then please make them known. It is only by hearing your views

and what you want that the Committee can start to make it

happen. The Committee is only too aware of the changes that are

taking place both within the sport and the wider world. Costs are

constantly rising, legislation gets consistently more complicated

and restrictive while our numbers continue to decline. It is within

these constraints, over which we have little or no control that we

have to operate so it is essential we become more efficient and co-

operative. That is precisely what the committee is trying to do.

Marking Stations.

Whenever you talk to members and fanciers, from wherever they

come, the topic that always comes to the top of the pile is

convenience of Marking Stations. While collecting pigeons from

Marking Stations presents organisational and financial problems

to the Club, providing there are sufficient numbers, it can also

provide both convenience and economy to members. The
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members are the Club, and so if it provides convenience and

economy to the members then it is doing the same to the Club. In

view of this the number of Marking Stations for 2013 will be

dramatically increased. Already over the past couple of years we

have had active Marking Stations at Salisbury, Penkridge and

Walkern. They will remain. For 2012 we also had approval for

Marking Stations at Carlisle and Basildon but unfortunately due

to varying circumstance neither became active, both will be

available for 2013. At a previous meeting approval was granted

for new Marking Stations at Hungerford and Guernsey, they will

be available for 2013. At this meeting approval was granted for

new Marking Stations at Wisbech and Cardiff and both will be

available for 2013. As you may have read in the press there are

on-going talks about groups and facilities in the Leicester area

and so we await with interest any developments there. So that is

nine Marking Stations for 2013 at this stage.

Salisbury,

Penkridge,

Walkern,

Carlisle,

Basildon,

Hungerford,

Guernsey,

Wisbech,

Cardiff.

Transport plans are in hand to accommodate this increase.

Account Status.

The other major issue examined, although much work still

remains to be done, is the state of the accounts. I am pleased to
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say that at last full attention is being given to this matter and a

thorough examination is underway. Jill has been working very

hard on this and still has to gather quite a lot of data to make

proper sense of what is before her. Anybody who has been

engaged in this sort of activity will appreciate how tedious and

testing it can be but Jill is very committed to the task and the

committee is confident that she will deliver. What is already quite

clear is that the Club lost money on racing in 2012. In this we

are not alone, because it was a difficult year for all, but we did

have some additional expenditure which the committee is trying

very hard to address for the future. What we must achieve, as a

Club, is greater birdage to bring in income and a more ruthless

approach to expenditure in order to reduce costs. In the

meantime we do need additional capital, for investment in

transport, and one of the main ways we can achieve that is

through a successful Young Bird Sale. This is a way in which

you can help the Club while the Club helps you. So we appeal to

all, not just the winners although we very much appeal to them,

to produce and offer the best youngsters you possibly can for a

Young Bird Sale to be held at Salisbury on Sunday 7th April and

then to save up your pennies, no pounds, as this will be an

opportunity for ALL to improve their stock.

Cataluña

cataluna@britishbarcelonaclub.org.uk
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