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SALE, SALE, SALE

Well it is here at last the young bird sale will be taking place this

weekend on Sunday 7th April at Salisbury at 1300 with viewing

from 1100. Breeding in the weather conditions we have had has

not been easy and several of our donors have had to make

changes to the pigeons they had promised, this is most

unfortunate for them but the replacements they have offered

illustrates the quality of the donors because that word runs

through the whole sale, quality, quality, quality. You do not have

to be a member to attend, the sale it is open to all and all are

welcome but once you feel the atmosphere you may well wish to

join and that again is not a problem as you will have the

opportunity to join the Club at the sale, all are welcome.

Weather or not.

Continuing on the theme of weather and as the theme of the

weather seems to be continuing there will be a Committee

Meeting held at the Sale when a main topic will be the race

programme. It is clear that we may have to make changes to the

early part of the programme but such changes do of course

impact on the programme to follow so it is important to get it

right. If any member has views and opinions on this which they

wish to be considered then please pass them on to a Committee

member so that they can be considered in these discussions and

the decision making, it is no good waiting till after and then

complaining, make your views known.
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Lies, damned lies, and statistics.

Some of you are no doubt a little disturbed by the publicity that

has recently been given to PETA and its comments, and

understandably so. PETA is an organisation that takes a very

narrow view over the use of animals in our world. They are

however as entitled as any other group or individual to formulate

their views and to publicise them. Unfortunately what they have

done on this occasion is to take on a topic that they do not

understand and do not want to understand and denigrate it by

using a partial set of facts, which again they do not understand,

and miss-represent them to have a meaning which is totally

untrue. Because PETA is totally wrong does not mean that we

have nothing to learn or indeed gain from this episode and so

what I would ask of you is to continue to put your pigeons first as

the vast majority of fanciers do and continue to look forward, as

we in The British Barcelona Club are trying to do, to find the best

way forward for both our pigeons and our members with the

declining numbers, changing weather patterns and rising costs

that lay before us.

Support and encouragement.

I received some criticism over the last Newsletter because I

missed out from the list of Sponsors the man who does as much

as anyone to support this Club our Patron Mark Gilbert. My

confusion arose from the fact that while there is a cross over in

definitions of Sponsor and Patron there are also some fine line

distinctions as well. However even those fine lines can fade

because while generally speaking a sponsor is an outside body

that lends its support to another body, within this Club the

relationship between the Club and its sponsors has grown so

close that there no longer seems to be an outside. Certainly there

is no outside when it comes to our Patron because while there

has been no limit to the support he has been prepared to provide

over the years by way of advice, time, trophies and prizes he has
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also been a staunch supporter as a competitor through the

racing itself. As a competitor he has few if any equals having won

numerous National and International races over several years

despite his relatively young age. I could go on and on about his

achievements but that has already been done and in a very

thorough fashion by John Clements in his book “Long-Distance

Pigeon Racing”. This book is well worth a read in any event and

is, I believe, about to be re-printed. The secret to his success is

best summed up by Mark himself in a short paragraph contained

in the John Clements book:

“I use the same kind of attitude in my business as I do with

pigeons. I definitely think you have to be realistic with both

pigeons and business. You should stop dreaming about both of

them. You have to admit to yourself what can actually be achieved

and, perhaps more to the point, also accept your shortcomings and

failures so that realistically you can do something about it.”

So from our Patron some very sound, down to earth advice that

we could all benefit from.

Cataluña

cataluna@britishbarcelonaclub.org.uk


