
 

 

COSMIN TALAS, KIDLINGTON, 

OXFORD 
 

Speaks to 

Les Parkinson 
 

 

Cosmin’s lofts. 

With having the website I come across 

many fanciers and many top class winners 

and I very often think that I would like to 

visit them to see what they are winning 

with and more importantly why. Cosmin 

Talas caught my eye on the site but then in 

the results so with being in the Oxford area 

I decided to call in and see what he has in 

the back garden.  

Cosmin is 36 years old and I lives in 

Kidlington, Oxford. Cosmin told me that 

since he was a boy he loved animals. This 

love of animals led to him having pigeons 

when he was about 10 years of age and 

they were a pair of town pigeons from a 

neighbour. After that he had all different 

breeds of fancy pigeons coming and going 

in the garden.  

Things changed when he went to University 

where he met a fancier who raced pigeons. 

The fancier concerned took Cosmin to see a 

few fanciers and also to his local club. Then 

in 2005 Cosmin saw a few racing pigeons 

flying around his home in Oxford and being 

interested he knocked on the door and 

asked if he could buy a pair of pigeons. 

Cosmin came away with a pair and was also 

put in touch with two fanciers to go and buy 

some young birds to race. This was partly 

successful because one of them did sell 

Cosmin some young birds but the other 

didn’t.  

Cosmin erected a loft and raced a few 

young birds in 2005. In 2006 they bought 

their present house in Kidlington and have 

been living there ever since. With a new 

home came a new loft and Cosmin setting 

about building one to suit his needs and 

that followed new introductions and what 

was a new start in the sport. Although 

Cosmin’s wife does help with letting the 

young birds out occasionally Cosmin does 

more or less everything himself with the 
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pigeons. With the new set up came success 

with many prizes going his way in the local 

club, fed and at National level. Like many 

more National minded fanciers the club and 

fed prizes are not important to him but he 

still sends to the local races as a means of 

preparation for the national races. However 

Cosmin still likes to be competitive and if he 

is in the first 3 in the club he is happy and 

knows that the pigeons are right.  

 

Cosmin looking at the hens. 

The federation that he races in is the B.B & 

O fed and the radius is very big, about 70 

miles on the road from Windsor to Banbury. 

Cosmin says that it was impossible to do 

well in such a big Fed like this all the time if 

you are not in the golden location which is 

the same in most areas. The main races are 

with NFC up to Saintes 421 miles a race that 

he has only sent twice is Tarbes and scored 

in both occasions which is most pleasing. 

One of his best seasons was 2014 when 

from four National races with NFC he won 

the section twice being 1st, 3rd Sec, 4th , 

8th Open Carentan nearly 10,000 birds, 

10th, 14th,17th Sec, 115th, 165th, 198th 

Open Messac around 7,000 birds and 1st, 

6th, 13th Sec, 5th, 93rd, 205th Open Saintes 

from around 3,500 birds. Cosmin has won 

the section in National races 8 times and 4 

times second with old birds in the last few 

years.  

The only dream he has left is to win the 

National of which he has come close on a 

few occasions. Even though the preference 

is with the National the clubs he is a 

member of are the Oxford Premier Club, 

BB&O Fed, NFC and BICC so there are 

plenty of races to go at. The one problem 

for Cosmin is he has a young family and 

with running his own business he does not 

have a lot of free time. He did say that he 

used to be the secretary of Kidlington Club 

and Oxford Premier Club. Now on to the 

lofts and there are two with both being 

wooden structured with tiled roofs. One is 

20 x 6 feet for young birds, hens and a few 

pairs of stock and one loft is 12 x 6 feet for 

widowhood cocks. I asked if there was any 

preference in roof design but in his opinion 

he didn’t think there is a big difference 

between a tile roof and flat roof. There are 

also no heaters or lights in the loft because 

he is focusing on the National races in the 

summer when is too hot anyway.  

 

What he does consider being more 

important is better ventilation. He has got 

louvres in the front and false ceiling with 

the gap in the roof but he does think 
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extractor fans could help a lot. Due to not 

having a great deal of time for the pigeons 

and cleaning he does have grills fitted on 

the floor and in the boxes which helps no 

end with time for cleaning the lofts when 

necessary. Cosmin says that he has never 

cared about the breeding or famous names 

in the sport he has always tried to buy top 

pigeons. He left no stone unturned to find 

the best pigeons to suit his methods and 

they are proving he made a good decision 

after the results of 2014.  

He also doesn’t like to fly and have same 

breed of pigeons as everybody else. 

Because his focus is on the National races 

he has always looked for pigeons which 

have done well at the national level. He 

went on to say that he managed to find 

good pigeons before most fanciers heard 

about them. Because he cannot afford to 

spend a lot of money on the pigeons he had 

to do a lot of homework to find good 

pigeons. The pigeons he has not put 

together as a team are quite rare and are 

mixture of different breeds. Loft location is 

always something we like to talk about and 

this is what Cosmin had to say on that 

point; “Of course the position of the loft 

plays a big role in pigeon racing, especially 

on the short races. My favourite races are 

with head wind when the good pigeons 

popup” When looking for new stock Cosmin 

always does his homework properly by 

studying the fancier’s performance first and 

also how many pigeons he sent to races and 

how many winning prizes plus how 

consistent he has been over the years. He 

then goes meet him and try to buy from his 

best but he did emphasise that he has never 

bought a lot of pigeons from one fancier, 

only a few 2-3 pigeons. If he didn’t breed 

anything good from a few pigeons then he 

wouldn’t buy any more from that fancier, 

the quality is more important than quantity. 

When bringing new pigeons into the loft 

they need to breed straight away because 

he like most other fanciers does not have 

the time to waste with them if they are not 

doing their job. If he loses their young birds 

in the first year they go as well, they don’t 

get a second chance, if you want to be at 

the top you can’t waste too much time. 

Cosmin’s has always looked for pigeons 

which raced well at the national level and 

he is not interested in club and fed pigeons. 

He doesn’t care what breed they are or who 

raced them because at the end of the day 

good pigeons are good pigeons. When it 

comes to the pigeons themselves Cosmin 

considers that both sexes are important and 

he does not like big pigeons, they don’t stay 

here even if they are well bred.  

Cosmin did point out that he had not been 

in the sport for that long to say I line-breed 

but does like to pair good pigeon with good 

pigeon and he does cross a lot of time. As 

he said you can get good pigeons around 

you which they can keep you at the top for 

a long time but you always have to look for 

better pigeons. If they are better than yours 

then you have got to try them but you don’t 

have to go by the publicity. Cosmin did say 

that most of the pigeons he has bought 

were from fancier before they became 

famous. He does look for the type that suits 

him and they have to be that type of pigeon 

and  breed good pigeons, if not, they go. 

Cosmin went on to say that when buying 

pigeons in you need a bit of luck as well 

because nobody can tell which pigeon 

would be a good breeder. The preferred 

pairing up time is around the Blackpool 

show time which is the Middlewich of 

January. Last year there were no stock birds 

at these lofts so all youngsters were bred 

from the race team but that has changed 
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this year because there are now 7prs in the 

stock section plus the best racers have been 

bred from based on the view that breeding 

from quality and not quantity is the way 

forward. Normally the stock birds are 

allowed to rear two nests each and if he 

cannot find a good one from four young 

birds then the stock pair are not good 

enough to keep. As mentioned earlier they 

are paired around Blackpool time and 

before the hens start laying again they are 

moved with the ybs. The pigeons don’t go 

out during winter time and also the hens 

don’t go out at all with only racing the cocks. 

When the hens and young birds are moved 

Cosmin cleans the loft and starts letting the 

cocks out for their daily exercise. At this 

time the feed is changed from breeding to 

racing mixes and before the first race the 

cocks get 2-3 training tosses with the 

longest toss being 30 miles. One point 

about rearing young birds and that is when 

the racing is over if Cosmin has time he 

does breed a nest off the best racers if he 

gets demand for them, as he pointed out 

they are not too good for racing but they do 

make good stock birds. The race team are 

made up of 24 widowhood cocks and the 

races he likes to enter are with the National 

FC whose first four races are up to Saintes. 

Averages are sought after for many fanciers 

because they show the consistency of the 

loft but in Cosmin’s case he doesn’t bother 

however if the pigeon is fit he does send 

them, if not they stay home. What he does 

not do is send them too far, he has only 

sent twice to Tarbes with NFC 600 miles and 

scored in both occasions and once to Agen 

and won 32nd Open. Here are a few 

questions that I put to Cosmin. In your view 

do you think that a loft needs different 

pigeons for different distances? I call the 

sprint pigeons “ping-pong” pigeons and you 

are not going to fly them to Barcelona, no 

chance. Even the pigeons winning at club-

fed level are not always good for national 

races. Is there any specific condition that 

your pigeons perform best at, or any 

particular time of the year? My pigeons are 

always on widowhood and perform well the 

first race in the National as well as the last. 

Do the pigeons need any special treatment 

on their return from the race to help them 

relax? Is any such treatment needed for the 

short or long distance races or the hard 

races compared to the easy races? From 

short races they don’t need anything, good 

pigeons will recover easy. After the long 

races they need rest more than anything. A 

bath is relaxing for them but only on a 

Sunday after racing is over. How do you 

feed the cocks and what do you feed them 

on, a branded mix or do you buy separate 

corns and mix your own.  

They are fed in the box but sometimes on 

the floor as well and they each have one 

spoon in the morning and evening, I have 

found that the measured amount is what 

they need. They are also given grit twice a 

week. Is there a way that your pigeons let 

you know when they are in form? You will 

see him when he is out training and if you 

are watching him in the loft. There are no 

secrets in getting them right for the races, it 

is just down to the experience of the fancier. 

If they are not in good form you need to 

know why. If the pigeons are right and on 

form then I think 2/3 weeks for a cocks then 

they go off form and then they come back. I 

don’t know for the hens because I don’t 

race hens. I don’t race any hens, only cocks. 

I think if you race roundabout and lose a 

partner they can choose a different one, 

but you have to make sure you send cocks 

and hens not only cocks or only hens. For 

short races you can keep them in form all 
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season but for channel it depends how hard 

was the previous race was. If they go off 

form first of all make sure their health is ok, 

then if they had a hard race or races plenty 

of rest and then start building them up 

again. What I do for the National races is 

feed them differently. Pigeons are all 

different and a distance pigeon can win 

sprint races but a sprint pigeon can’t win a 

long distance race in the same way. I think a 

sprint pigeon can win up to 300 miles, 

depends on the race, if is a blow home he 

might go a bit further. I don’t race the long 

distance races but I think it depends on the 

breed of the pigeons. It is more difficult to 

establish a distance team because it takes a 

few years until you can test the pigeons 

properly so that makes it harder to 

compete and win its one of those cases of 

having the right tools to do the job. If you 

could pass on one piece of advice or tip, at 

this point to fanciers old and young, what 

would it be? I think you need to have an eye 

for the pigeons, to observe them and know 

how to condition a pigeons and to know 

when they are in form or not. If you got this 

then you need to decide where you want to 

fly and what distance.  

 

Les Parkinson and Cosmin Talas 

After that do your homework to find the 

pigeons and try to by the best. Don’t look 

for big names or fanciers which fly with a lot 

of pigeons.  

 

Young bird section. 

Make sure that your pigeons are healthy 

because if the pigeons are not 100% right 

they can’t win. How far do you race your 

yearlings and what races do you send your 

long distance candidates to before their 

chosen race. I like to send the yearlings up 

to 300 miles with a few exceptions. I don’t 

race the long distance ones but I think they 

need to have 7-8 hours on the wing before 

a big one. For the national races they have a 

couple races with the fed then they go with 

the NFC. I only keep the pigeons for the 

channel races in the national. Is a great 

feeling when you fly against the fanciers 

from everywhere in the country. I start the 

old bird season with 2 private training 

tosses 20 miles then they go in the club 2-3 

races. After that they go in the NFC every 

other week. For the widowhood cocks I 

judge them on performance. For the 

widowhood hens I judge them on handling 

and breeding. For the stock pigeons they 

got to prove to stay. Young bird sickness is a 

problem; have you had this in your loft and 
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if so what have you treated them with. I 

never had it very bad, only a touch. 

Probably because I didn’t let it to go too far, 

I treat them straight away. Xerex from Bilco 

is very good if not 4 in 1 or Belgamco from 

Belgica de Weerd. In the summer I am very 

busy and I haven’t got a lot of time for the 

ybs. They get up to 10 training tosses and 2-

3 races. I think is better if you can race 

them the full program to give them more 

experience. After taking the young birds 

away they get a cure for canker and 

sometime after hold over’s I do the same. I 

love my pigeons and if they get sick I always 

treat them and try to put them right. What I 

don’t now do is use darkness, I only did it 

once or twice but because I am not a young 

bird specialist I don’t do it but these days if 

you want to win with young birds you have 

to use the darkness system. I don’t think it 

affects them later in life. I only feed my 

young birds once a day and they can eat as 

much as they want and they always get the 

same mixture. Cosmin is like most other 

fanciers who think about the sport and he 

was saying that the sport need s to change 

and we need to go together, to many little 

clubs or feds are no good. The problem we 

have is there are too many small clubs and 

he was saying that in his opinion he doesn’t 

think a pigeon can beat the wind but they 

can do well in any position. He was also 

saying that some fanciers do not win 

because they don’t know how to condition 

a pigeon and how to race a pigeon which is 

a good point. 

 

Remy 

It’s odd how fanciers have their own ideas 

and when I visit them they have views that I 

start to think about when I have left. For 

instance, most fanciers I know give their 

birds their own special treatments after a 

hard race but no here but Cosmin always 

keeps an eye on them. It’s the same with 

the wing where Cosmin said that he likes to 

see a big wing and said he doesn’t like 

pigeons with a short wing and he does not 

care about the last 4 flights but there are 

many who do so good talking points. Other 

points raised were drug testing and Cosmin 

said that his pigeons can be drug tested any 

time of the year and I’m sure they will be 

100% clear. He also sends the droppings off 

and if they are negative he doesn’t treat 

them but during the racing season he does 

give them plenty of baths and good 

moulting mixture. They also need clean 

water and Cosmin was saying that he never 

puts anything in the water before the race. 

In general vinegar and tea is better than 

anything, they also get Electrolytes. Let’s 

have a few more questions for Cosmin. 

Irrespective of how your pigeons have 

flown, what are your views on the past 

season whether good or bad or the 

management of the sport in general.  
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Widowhood cocks’ section. 

My past season is one of the best I ever had. 

I don’t get into politics, for me racing 

pigeons is a hobby and I enjoy it how it is 

and obviously longer races are the hardest 

to compete in. In pigeon racing it is 50-50 

with pigeons and fancier and you can have 

the best pigeons in the world but if you 

don’t know what to do with them then you 

are not going to win and also you could 

know how to race the pigeons but if you 

haven’t got good pigeons you can’t win. You 

can turn a good pigeon into a bad one but 

you can’t make a bad pigeon into a good 

one. Every season is different and to help 

me gain experience I like to go out and 

handle good pigeons. I’ve seen and handle a 

lot of good pigeons but one of my 

favourites is Tony of Chris Debacker, 

Olympic Surviver and Olympic Solange of 

Bas Verkerk and Celena of Eijerkamp. Who 

do you consider being the best fanciers in 

the Country and for what reasons. There is 

not one in particularly, I always listen to 

everybody and take what is good. There are 

a lot of good fanciers in the country. 

Because I am only interested in the national 

races I only look who is the top fancier at 

the national level. I always admire the small 

team fanciers which are not racing a lot of 

pigeons. To give you an example, one 

fancier which I admire a lot is my good 

friend Jason Ross from Portsmouth 1st and 

2nd National in 2013 flying only a small 

team of pigeons.  

 

Dinan 

Cosmin commented that our sport is very 

expensive and is not a lot to win in racing, 

everyone I spoke with about pigeons they 

asked how much money I had won; they get 

disappointed when they hear about the 

prizes. I think we should pay more prize 

money out. One good thing is the car prize 

we can win in the NFC, it is something to 

aim for. To keep going forward we also 

need to learn from our mistakes. We all 

make and everything I learn, I learn from 

my mistakes. I am only going to mention a 

few. Never send a pigeon if he is not 100% 

right. “If you are in doubt leave it out”. 

Never train the pigeons in bad weather 

conditions. I get motivated because I have a 

love for my pigeons and seeing them in top 

form. It is up to the individuals where they 

want to race their pigeons if they are happy 

with club and fed level then they can 

remain there. But to be a Champion you 

need to be consistent at the level you 

decided to race. From my own point of view 

I am not a professional pigeon fancier; I 

keep pigeons as a hobby and enjoy them.  
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Johny 

To try and stop fanciers leaving the sport I 

think we should make it fairer for 

everybody, more at the club level. Not to 

limiting the prizes at two per race per loft 

but to allow you to enter only 20 pigeons 

for example in the race and if you want to 

send more they go as trainers. In football 

they play 11 against 11 not 11 against 100. 

We have to remember that pigeon racing is 

as expensive as we make it. You don’t have 

to spend a lot of money if you don’t want to. 

You can win by keeping everything simple. I 

also think we are a bit behind the continent. 

In Belgium they duplicate the races and 

they are more united. Here we have a lot of 

clubs, Feds, specialized clubs going on their 

own when they could go together and 

duplicate the races. For the RPRA awards 

you have to apply when abroad they pick 

the best pigeons from the results. Through 

all reports I do learn something and it is 

always interesting to hear what others have 

to say. A few other points from Cosmin are 

that he does like the social side of the sport 

and the pigeon moots and panels are great 

also the shows are good. Dinner prize 

presentations are very good as well. He was 

also saying that we should not take risks 

with our pigeons and vaccinate the pigeons 

because it will affect them in the long term. 

I do agree to a certain extent with Cosmin 

when he said that he doesn’t think we have 

got the veterinarians specialized in pigeons 

here in the but UK. Belgica De Weerd in 

Colchester is pretty good.  

We all need to read and study in the sport if 

we want to continue to learn. Cosmin said 

that he does read a lot and said everything 

is possible and he added that he enjoys the 

reports after the national races and enjoys 

it almost as well as seeing the pigeons 

coming back from a race. Final word from 

Cosmin; Pigeon racing is a very nice hobby, 

let’s enjoy it.  

Footnote; Elizabeth and I enjoyed a couple 

of hours with Cosmin and his charming wife 

who is with Cosmin all the way.  The photos 

of the pigeons are as follows; blue cock 

named Dinan and he won in 2013 NFC 1st 

section, 37th Open Saintes, 8th Section, 

118th open Cholet. He is full brother with 

Diana 1st section, 20th Open National 

Saintes, 8th BBO Fed. The blue chequer 

cock "Johny" won 1st Section, 5th Open 

National Saintes last year. The dark cheq " 

Remy " is half brother with Johny and won 

this year 1st section, 19th open Saintes 

National and last year he only raced one 

channel race when he was 73rd National. 
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