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Dave, a humble, wise and charming man, is 

a master of distance races up to the highest 

echelons of the sport. Starting in 1959 he 

has tested rigorously the old English 

bloodlines which still beat the Continental 

imports in races that really count. The 

whole purpose and sustained focus is on 

results via intense cultivation of the Delea 

Strain. Years of expert breeding, via 

inbreeding and hard racing have 

concentrated the performance genes so 

that each individual has sporting potential. 

 

1st National Barcelona, 127th Open, beating 

22913 birds. 

The birds, like the man himself, are close to 

nature. In chatting to Dave I could sense his 

acute understanding and love of his birds, 

showing great sensitivity and empathy. Like 

the greats of the past, who make up the 

history and evolution of the sport, he is 

gifted in bird management, a traditionalist 

and one of the old school of back garden 

specialists with the sustained touch of a real 

perfectionist.  

 

‘The Quiet One’, bred and raced by Dave Delea, 

1st National Lourdes, 8th Open International 

Hens’ 

In National and the BICC races this modest 

man can claim 3 Barcelona BICC outright 

wins and his records will stand the closest 

of scrutiny.  
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Rated by FG Wilson as the best hen ever into 

the UK. Three times in the first 15: 1988 – 15th; 

1989 – 8th; and 1990 – 2nd. 

Soon the birds will be foraging on the 

stubble fields again in his rural setting, 

lending peace and harmony to the home 

environment. A great friend of the late 

Geoff Hunt, Dave continues the life’s work 

of the old English, kindly, yet determined 

gentleman fanciers, and secures his place in 

folklore as a craftsman and GENIUS of the 

fancy  
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