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By Gareth Watkins 
 

1st & 2nd Open WSRNFC Falaise 2015 

Results – all in 2014 old bird racing season 

1st Open BICC Falaise 3,229 birds. 

1st Open BICC Poitiers 1,938 birds 

1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th section 8th Open BICC 

Le Mans. 1,936 birds 

2x 1st section NFC 

1st Open WSRNFC Saintes (only two birds 

on day in Wales). 

 

Gareth, Stuart and Linda Treharne with Mike 

Armitage at the BICC Presentation, February 

2015 

The impressive list of prizes in National 

competition, as set out above, was achieved 

during the 2014 old bird season by the 

father and son partnership of Gareth and 

Stuart Treharne of Nantyglo, a small former 

mining village at the top of the Gwent 

Valleys in South Wales. This loft location is 

certainly not in any way advantageous if 

you wish to compete against the best 

fanciers in the UK at National level and yet 

in 2014 Gareth and Stuart’s outstanding 

team of racers defied the geographical odds 

and took on and consistently beat the best. 

Of the above performances, I personally, 

would rate the Le Mans performance as the 

most outstanding, as the race was flown 

into the teeth of a strong north west wind 

and yet the Treharne’s pigeon ploughed on 

against the wind to one of the most 

westerly locations and was only beaten in 

the open result by seven birds, the nearest 

of which was racing to its home loft at 

Reading almost 100 miles TO THE EAST OF 

THE TREHARNE loft!!! 

I recently visited the Treharne’s and had the 

pleasure of handling some of the finest 

specimens it has been my pleasure to 

handle. These were of various families and 

from diverse sources but all had one thing 

in common - they were top class specimens 
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in outstanding condition with pedigrees to 

match. 

The following is a brief report based to 

some extent, on an article I wrote on the 

partners some years ago, following their 

incredible performance in the Welsh SRNFC 

Young Bird National from Carentan when 

they clocked the first sixteen pigeons on the 

NATIONAL result and this in a Channel race 

with young 

birds!!

 

View over the valley to the south west 

The Beginning 

The partnership was formed in 1975 with 

birds obtained from top local fancier Steve 

Robinson of Blaina, supplemented by 

pigeons from Welsh legends Lee & Cooper 

of New Tredegar. At that time the birds 

were flown on the natural system and the 

race team was initially made up from many 

different strains. However, once the 

partners had built up a team of Lefebre 

Dhaenens and Verheyes obtained from 

Steve Robinson, Bob Lee and Graham 

Cooper, their performances took off. 

Perhaps the best of these early 

performances was winning the Scottish 

Averages in the Welsh North Road Fed with 

a team of, what was in those days, 

considered to be sprinters! I should point 

out that the Welsh North Road Fed was the 

largest in the UK at that time with more 

than 1,500 members sending as many as 

25,000 birds to the early races.  

The Lofts 

Although Gareth and Stuart have always 

raced to their present location the lofts 

themselves have changed considerably in 

the intervening years. The present loft set 

up includes a 22ft x 9ft old bird loft and a 

21ft x 8ft young bird loft with each loft 

having three sections and a corridor 

fronting the internal sections. The lofts all 

face west south west down the valley.  

 

Stuart & Gareth Treharne’s old-bird-loft 

The main stock section is situated under the 

old bird loft and this houses twelve pairs of 

stock birds. An L shaped loft has been 

added recently, which houses a separate 

team of stock birds for the longer events i.e. 

500 to 600 mile. The long distance team is 

quite young at the moment and untried. 

There are also a further three breeding 

sections but only two of these are in use at 

the present time. These sections open into 

covered aviaries. All lofts were absolutely 

immaculate and a visitor could quite 

literally “eat his dinner off the loft floor”. 



GARETH AND STUART TREHARNE 
 

 

 

Treharne & son's young bird loft 

The view from the lofts across and down 

the valley to the west and south west is 

impressive and would seem idyllic if it 

wasn’t for the ever present sparrow hawk, 

peregrine and Goshawk problem. A local 

goshawk had begun its reign of terror by 

polishing off all of a neighbour’s stock of 

bantams. When this food supply had been 

exhausted, it started on the Treharne race 

team. 

Only a week or so before our visit the 

goshawk had attacked and killed one of the 

race team in front of the lofts, spooking the 

other birds and making them reluctant to 

enter the loft for quite some time. Not 

exactly the ideal environment needed to 

induce the “love of home” required for top 

race performances. 

Management 

A team of 36 pairs of racers are kept and 

these are raced on the roundabout system 

in races organised by the Welsh SR Fed, 

Welsh SRNFC, NFC and BICC. From these 

and the 25 pairs of stock birds a team of 

around 70 young birds are reared annually.  

Old birds, as mentioned above, are raced on 

the roundabout system, and the young 

birds on Darkness, although a small team of 

natural young birds is also kept and these 

act as a back up in case of a bad young bird 

racing season. This approach has been 

taken due to a particularly bad experience a 

few years ago when on release from their 

first training flight peregrines stooped 

straight through them the result of which 

was a loss of 21 out of the 60 young birds 

with a number of the returnees 

unfortunately too badly injured to survive. 

The roundabout cocks are housed in three 

sections which contain nest boxes, two of 

which are fitted out with newly acquired 

Hermes boxes. The roundabout hens are 

kept in two sections, one section with lift 

off perches and the other with v perches. 

However, the hens spend most of the day in 

two small aviaries situated at the side of the 

loft.  

 

Roundabout hens in the aviary attached to their 

section where they spend most of the day. 

The darkness young birds are raced virtually 

throughout the programme with the later 

rounds of natural young birds getting 

perhaps two or three races if in good 

feather. All the young birds are left together 
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to do as they please as they are never 

separated and can mate if they so wish. 

Two of the sections in the young bird loft 

are fitted with pipo boxes which are utilized 

as nest boxes when the young birds are 

mature enough and start to go to nest. 

Stock birds and racers are all paired at the 

same time at the beginning of the second 

week in February. This allows the first two 

rounds of young birds to be quite close 

together as the partners float the first 

round of stock birds' eggs under the racers. 

All the darkness young birds therefore are 

of roughly the same age so that they can be 

let out together rather than having to spend 

more time with two lots of babies of 

different ages. Gareth sees to the 

youngsters while Stuart is at work. Gareth 

does a lot of the work at the lofts and being 

in his late 70s things don’t get any easier!! 

During the racing season Stuart will be at 

the lofts before work and after work every 

day. 

(Stuart is now semi-retired so is able to help 

his father to a greater extent with the day 

to day management of the birds. 

Race Management 

The old bird training of racers before the 

first race amounts to just four tosses at 12 

and 18miles and they get very little if any 

road training thereafter. The racers are kept 

fit by twice daily home exercise. During 

these exercise periods they are shut out of 

the loft but are never flagged as they 

exercise freely once fit. It takes a couple of 

weeks for the birds to get used to the 

system and then they can be relied on to 

exercise well for up to an hour twice per 

day depending on the weather. Gareth and 

Stuart have found however, that they need 

to leave the lofts and sit in the house out of 

the way as the birds are reluctant to 

exercise if they know that the partners are 

in or around the lofts. 

 

Treharne Old Bird racing loft 

The young birds, like the old birds, are not 

trained after the first race as the partners 

have found that by doing this they have had 

far fewer losses to hawk strikes. The 

furthest they take the birds, both old and 

young, is just 18 miles. Young birds get eight 

to ten spins out to 18 miles starting at 3 

miles and then at 5,9,12 and 18 miles 

doubling up at each training stage. Once the 

old birds are sent to the last race, the young 

birds are exercised twice daily around the 

lofts, and a system for exercise similar to 

that of the old birds is used, although it can 

take a while to get them used to it  

Feeding  

The birds are fed by hand in hoppers and 

when rearing the old birds will have a 

gallipot topped up with food in their nest 

box as well. The food is not measured but 

when the birds start to go for water they 

are judged to have had enough until the 

next feed.  

The main feed is normally made up from 

mixing two widowhood mixtures together - 

Versele Laga and Natural. However, in 2014 

they used various Beyers mixtures for a 

change. Red Band conditioning seed is also 

used for trapping but the partners are 
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careful not to give too much of this high 

energy mixture.  

As the National races approach the feed is 

increased and, depending on the distance 

to be flown, this will dictate on which day 

the food quantity is increased. Peanuts are 

also fed in the build up to the longer 

National races.  

 

Young bird section 

Medication 

The birds are routinely treated for cocci, 

canker and worms before the start of the 

breeding season and are also given a 

treatment for paratyphoid/salmonella 

during the winter months. Once racing 

begins the racers may get an occasional 

course of treatment against respiratory 

infections should the partners think it 

necessary. A multivitamin and garlic juice 

marketted by Pego is also used. Electrolytes 

are given in the water for the return from a 

race and in the evening of the race day 

protein powder is mixed in to the feed. 

Bloodlines 

The main bloodlines housed at the present 

time are predominantly of Eijerkamp – 

Ponderosa origin. These are a mixture of 

the Van Loon lines going back to Silver 

Shadow and Chicago, with Janssen lines of 

different types crossed in i.e. Glamourboy, 

Wonderboy06, Jonge Polly, Lady Martine, 

Hamburg, Tornado.  

Chicago and Tornado are the grandfathers 

of the great champion Che. Also at stock are 

other Eijerkamp bloodlines such as Jackpot, 

Euro, Goochelaar, Lady Chrisje Tiesto, 

Bonfire, Abel, Kain, Don Leo, Fabio, Nick, 

Angela, Carly. These are either direct 

children or grandchildren. Other lines have 

been introduced from Sangers, Veenstra, 

Curtis, Wall, Lunt and Green and Crehan & 

O'Connor. The introductions are tested 

against the proven Eijerkamp lines and they 

have to prove themselves in two years of 

breeding or they will be replaced.  

 

View inside the main stock loft 

One cock out of the old family of Lefebre- 

Dhaenen x Verheye x Jan Aarden bloodlines 

remains and this cock has bred 1st National 

Carentan, 5th National Saintes 5th National 

Bordeaux plus a number of other section 

winners in the Fed, so he has certainly 

earned his place in the stock team. 

Over the past couple of years distance stock 

has been purchased all these being direct 

children of National or International 600 

mile plus winners. It is hoped in the next 

few years to compete at the longer events, 

with their progeny. 

The long distance bloodlines introduced 

include:- 
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Rutz & sons - two direct from Rocco, one 

from Ivo, and one from “Barcelona Hero”. 

Jose Thone / Leissmeister - two direct from 

Nadira, one direct from Tamino who won 

1st International Pau in 2014. 

One direct out of Etterback Vrosch Meijers.  

One direct from “The Machine” UNC bird of 

year.  

One direct out of Topstar of Verstraete  

One direct from “New Ace” of Wilson 

Dekens. 

One full brother 1st International Tarbes 

Herbot Heller.  

During my recent visit I handled a number 

of these introductions from various sources 

and the hens of the Rutz based family were 

particularly impressive with superb feather 

quality and excellent muscle development, 

allied to exceptionally long wings given their 

size and conformation. We have a term for 

this type of pigeon in Wales – they are “big 

little ones”.  

 

Stuart with some of the first round young birds 

Competition 

Gareth and Stuart presently fly in 

Cwmtillery Flying club and compete weekly 

against the likes of Preece Brothers and 

Sons, John and Pat Webber, Williams Bros, 

Son & Burgham, as well as Mark Sparey and 

a host of other multi National winning lofts, 

so the competition at club level is of the 

highest caliber to say the least!!! In 

2011club racing the Treharnes won 9 x 1sts 

and their birds also topped the Centre 

section of the Welsh South Road Federation 

8 times with many seconds, thirds etc. They 

also topped the Fed twice with a number of 

seconds and thirds and other minor prizes. 

All averages were won at Fed level as well 

as being highest points winners in both the 

Open and Section in one of,if not the 

biggest Feds in Wales with around 28 

competing clubs.  

In 2012 the old birds raced particularly well 

culminating in 1st and 2nd Open Saintes 

National with the winner also winning the 

Gold Cup following a number of other high 

National positions in the same season. He 

was subsequently retired to stock even 

though only a yearling.  

 

1st Open WSRNFC Saintes for Treharne & son 

In 2013 Gareth and Stuart joined the Gwent 

Greater Distance Club and enjoyed racing 

with the BICC for the first time. In the Welsh 

South Road National the partners clocked 

the winners of 2nd National Nort sur Edre, 

4th and 5th National Saintes and 5th and 

8th National Bordeaux, with the same cock 

winning 5th National Saintes and 8th 

National Bordeaux with the races being only 

a week apart, Saintes is 433 and Bordeaux 

490 miles. 
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1st Open BICC Poitiers for Treharne & son 

The young birds unfortunately contracted 

an infection which once again was very 

frustrating. However, they were brought 

through it to win 3rd Open Carentan 

National. Gareth and Stuart have been 

highest prize winners in the Cwmtillery club 

for two of the last three years being runner 

up top prize winner on the other occasion, 

plus highest points winner in the Section of 

the Fed, and 3rd highest overall. 

The Build up to the 2014 Racing Season. 

 

1st Open BICC Falaise for G Treharne & son 

Leading up to the 2014 old bird season, the 

partners had planned to enter the Falaise 

race with the BICC. Although at one stage, 

with the forecast of quite strong easterly 

winds, Stuart was not so sure as the race 

birds would only have had one race from 

Salisbury which is only 76 miles. He 

wondered therefore if the jump to 238 

miles after a race of only 76 miles would be 

fair to them so early in the season.  

Nevertheless, the birds were exercising very 

well around the loft and the decision was 

made to send. However they decided to 

keep the yearlings at home until they had 

been entered in a few more races. 

As previously mentioned, with a strong 

easterly wind forecast, Stuart expected the 

birds to be doing 1350 ypm. When the cock 

arrived Gareth and Stuart were unprepared 

and were busy doing little jobs about the 

lofts and mistook the BICC winner for a light 

chequer hen that was missing from the 

Lyndhurst race earlier in the day. The cock 

flew round for a while and Stuart was 

surprised at how fit the birds were for such 

an early channel race, as they all arrived 

pretty fresh. 

The bird proved to be the winner of the 

BICC race and has an interesting history as 

he has had a number of testing times. He 

raced really well as a young bird winning 

4th and 9th Open National. The fourth 

Open National is actually equal third as 

Gareth and Stuart had four birds on exactly 

the same time and velocity.He was badly 

hawked as a yearling but what is more 

astonishing was that in 2013 he raced 

steadily without any exceptional 

performances until the Saintes National 

when he went missing. He was reported a 

week later not too far from home by a non-

fancier in Merthyr Tydfil. Stuart went 

straight over to pick him up. The cock had 

been there a few days and had suffered 

another nasty bump and was completely 

flown out. The people had however done a 

wonderful job in feeding him small bird 

seed and giving him water, although he was 
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still very thin and weak. He recovered well 

but the scars can still be seen on his 

primaries that he was growing at the time. 

"Gareth's Surprise" the BICC Falaise winner, 

was named after his dam which is called 

Surprise. She was sent over to the partners 

by Eijerkamp as a replacement for an earlier 

hen which had a problem laying. The 

replacement hen has now bred the partners 

many good pigeons with two sisters to the 

cock winning 1st and 2nd Open Fed and a 

number of other brothers and sisters 

winning for Gareth and Stuart. 

I could go on forever highlighting top class 

racers in this loft full of crackers but I think 

the above is sufficient to demonstrate the 

high class of stock housed at the Nantyglo 

lofts. 

This long overdue and much anticipated 

visit proved to be thoroughly enjoyable. The 

class of pigeon housed in top of the range 

lofts, and managed by two very astute and 

dedicated fanciers, leads me to believe that 

the ultra-successful 2014 season will prove 

to be just “the tip of the iceberg” in the 

continuing success story of the Treharne’s 

of Nantyglo. 

As such I should fore warn the fancy in 

general and Welsh fanciers in particular, 

that we have two more “superstars” in our 

midst. 

Gareth Watkins 

 

May 2015 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


