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LOFTY AMBITIONS FOR 
PIGEON FANCIERS...
Book of The Week

EXPERT: Pigeon racing guru Jim Emerton, who has written a second book 
on the subject, at home in his garden

ReadeR JuRy

Music tells America’s ‘untold story’
American Epic 
- The Sess-
ions: Various 
Artists 
(Columbia)

**
IN an almost 

documentary process of 
re-hashing long forgotten 
musicians like Mississippi 

John Hurt and Lead Belly, 
this project reassembles the 
technology that created it. 
Definitely for the connoisseur 
of early American blues and 
country, its historic relevance 
over-turns thoughts of comm-
erciality. Robert Redford 
describes it as “America’s 
greatest untold story”.
- Reg Nelson, Heaton

BOOK: The 
publication 
offers a 
fascinating look 
into the world of 
pigeon fancying

EVER heard of  a Birmingham roller?
What about a tippler, tumbler or 
cumulet?
No? They are all types of  domesticated 
pigeon.
The Birmingham Roller is a popular 
bird that originated in the city. 
Developed through selective breeding, 
they are renowned for their ability to 
do rapid backward somersaults while 
flying. The birds are part of  the 
tumbler family, who have similar 
traits.
Power houses of  stamina, Tipplers are 
duration fliers bred specifically to fly 
long hours. Cumulets, as the name 
suggests, fly like white clouds - like a 
flock of  butterflies making patterns in 
the air. 
These fascinating facts are among 
countless others contained in pigeon 
racing guru Jim Emerton’s latest book 
on the profession.
Unlike his previous book ‘Pigeon 
Racing’, in which he gives his own 
insights into the sport, this time Jim 
taps other experts’ knowledge, 
delivering their trade secrets on 
everything from selecting birds to 
food, races and loft ventilation .
‘Jim Emerton in Conversation’ is 
primarily a collection of  interviews 
between the former Bradford College 
student and other top pigeon fanciers.
This may sounds limited in its appeal, 
and it will certainly strike a chord 
with those in the know, but it is not 
without interest to the layperson. The 
dialogue is entertaining, humorous 
and can teach you a thing or two.
“Are you stimulated by contact with 
nature in general?” Jim asks 
Birmingham roller pigeon enthusiast 
Graham Dexter.
“No not really,” he replies. “Other 
fanciers often have chickens, dogs, 
canaries, finches, fish or interests in 
gardening and other interests in 
cultivation. I have been totally single 
minded in my obsession with 
Birmingham Rollers.”
“Do aerial predators have an impact 
on the hobby?” asks Jim. Graham goes 
on to explain how birds of  prey are 
having a “devastating” effect on the 
hobby. 

The book contains an interview with 
David Higgins, president of  the Royal 
Pigeon Racing Association, whose 
interest in pigeons began when he was a 
teenager spending most of  his time on a 
farm. 
“I eventually joined the local Guiseley 
North Road Club, enjoying success at all 
race points up to and including Lerwick.”
He also talks to Peter Farrow, manager of  
the Royal Lofts on the Sandringham 
estate in Norfolk, who enjoys the 
responsibility of  being loft manager to 
the Queen.
“I regard this role as the most 
challenging anyone can do in our sport,” 
he says, adding that he is hoping to 
develop the birds for all races, both 

nationally and internationally.”
Jim asks how we can best promote 
pigeon racing. “I think we can promote 
the sport to the younger generation by 
taking it to them,” replies Peter.
“Seeing if  schools would be interested 
in fanciers taking their birds to schools 
and giving them talks and showing them 
how the sport works.
“Maybe the school could adopt a loft 
where the children could go and get 
first-hand experience by watching how 
things work.”
He also believes that pigeon racing 
could be featured more in the media.
Jim Emerton was for many years at the 
top of  the game in pigeon racing circles.
Now retired and living in York, he 
enjoys sharing his experience and skills 
with fellow enthusiasts and novices.
He draws upon a lifetime of  experience 
in delivering questions and  answers.
The paperback includes an interview 
with the author himself, conducted by 
fellow pigeon expert Les Parkinson, 
with subjects covered ranging from 
wind direction to distances flown and 
nesting materials. 
- Helen Mead

Jim Emerton in Conversation
 Mereo Books, available from 

Amazon priced £9.99
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ACTION: Gal Gadot as Diana Prince/Wonder Woman 

Wartime fantasy 
finishes up less 
than wonderful

Wonder 
Woman (Cert 
12, 141 mins)

***
Starring: Gal 
Gadot, Chris 
Pine, Danny 

Huston, Elena Anaya, 
Connie Nielsen, David 
Thewlis, Said Taghmaoui, 
Ewen Bremner, Lucy 
Davis

DIANA is an Amazonian 
princess, who lives on 
the island of Themyscira 
under the benevolent rule 
of her mother, Queen 
Hippolyta.
During the First World 
War, handsome US Army 
spy Steve Trevor crash-
lands in the sea close to 
the island and Diana 
rescues him from a 
watery grave. He tells the 
Amazons about the 
conflict with the 
Germans, whose forces 
are marshalled by iron-
fisted General Erich 
Ludendorff. 
Wonder Woman is a 
muscular introduction to 
the DC Comics warrior 
princess, which employs 
a framing device that 
dovetails neatly with last 
summer’s superhero 
smackdown, Batman V 
Superman: Dawn Of 
Justice.
Gadot is positively 
luminous but the 
simplistic script doesn’t 
test her acting mettle and 
she struggles to scrape 
off syrup from the film’s 
central assertion that 
love alone can defeat war. 
Frenetic editing and a 
bombastic score by 
Rupert Gregson-Williams 
give a false impression of 
dramatic momentum but 
Patty Jenkins’ film sags.

Song To Song 
(Cert 15, 129 
mins)

**
Starring: Ryan 
Gosling, 
Michael 

Fassbender, Rooney Mara, 
Natalie Portman, Cate 
Blanchett, Berenice 
Marlohe, Linda Emond, 
Tom Sturridge, Austin 
Amelio.

NAIVE, romantic singer-
songwriter BV believes he 
can use his music “to help 
people by lifting their 
hearts”. Abandoning his 
mother and two younger 
brothers, BV makes a 
Faustian pact with 
hedonistic record 
producer Cook. The stakes 
are weighted heavily in 
favour of the latter, who 
secretly copyrights all of 
BV’s material under his 
own name. As BV chases 
glory, he embarks on a 
romance with fellow 
singer-songwriter Faye, 
who previously worked as 
Cook’s receptionist and 
also gave her body to him 
in the hope of landing a 
record deal. 
A volatile menage a trois 
ultimately propels Cook 
into the path of sweet and 
innocent diner waitress 
Rhonda while BV seeks 
refuge with an older 
woman, Amanda, and Faye 
becomes entranced by a 
French beauty.
Song To Song is a lyrical 
cautionary tale about the 
perils of fame and the 
corrosive effects of 
jealousy. Unfortunately, 
Terrence Malick’s film is a 
series of soporific verses 
without a chorus or hook 
that hangs on a script that 
is fragmented.

Danny and The 
Champions of 
the World: 
Brilliant Light 
(Loose Music)

**
I LOVE the 

name of this band more than 
the music which is a shame 
as I wanted them to be 

brilliant. Americana is a genre 
I’ve never allowed into my 
heart. Funny how when 
someone points something 
out, you can’t ignore it. That’s 
what happened when my 
partner said Danny sounds 
like a rubbish Jon Bon Jovi 
with steel guitars.
- Russ Petcher, Liversedge


