
 

 

LES PARKINSON 
 Speaks to 

Gerry Clements 
 

Quite a number of years ago when I was 

secretary of the North West Classic I met 

Gerry Clements and I have watched with 

interest the way he has consistently been 

amongst the winners. Gerry does not 

restrict his racing to the local clubs in the 

modern days of racing pigeons because he 

has continuously set his sights on the 

National events. There are a lot of good 

club/fed fanciers about and they enjoy what 

they are doing so the best of luck to them, 

they are the basis of the sport. I raced in the 

Nationals from 2001 to 2013 but in 2014 I 

went back to the club and enjoyed my 

racing, so we race where we want to get 

the most enjoyment.  

Gerry has to be in the top handful of 

fanciers here in the North West no matter 

where he races the pigeons but as he said 

his aim is for the Classic and National races, 

after all there are plenty to compete in. 

Anyway the reason I am putting a few 

words together is because Charlie Peel has 

taken a few photos for Gerry and he called 

me to see if I could use them. Even though I 

am not doing local notes at the moment I 

am still interested in writing and compiling 

a few short reports on winning fanciers one 

way or another. 

Gerry was born in Derry, Northern Ireland 

where there has always been a love of 

animals and an even better understanding 

of how to get them right for competition. It 

was during those early years in his native 

country that Gerry was encouraged to take 

up the sport by his father who not was not 

really a racing man himself but did like to 

see Gerry doing well. He believed that it 

was a good track to go down for a young 

man, an interest that would take up his 

time.  

When it came to the then young Gerry 

racing the pigeons every effort was made to 

see that the job was done right, a point that 

has carried on throughout his pigeon racing 

career and has kept him as a regular in the 

prizes lists wherever he has raced. For those 

who have either joined the sport or come 

back into it after a spell away here is an 

extract from an article I wrote of Gerry 

many years ago, I am using it because this is 

how we used to get into pigeon racing.  

“I was possibly six or seven years’ old and 

living in an area where I very often saw 

pigeons around in the fields and I would try 

to trap them using a potatoes creel 

balanced on a piece of stick to which l 

would attached a piece of string hoping, to 
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pull it sharply should a pigeon go under the 

creel!. This first whetted my appetite for 

pigeons.  

Then later when my father was working in 

Belfast some 80 - 90 miles away he became 

friends with pigeon fanciers and there were 

a lot about in those days. One day he 

arrived home with six pigeons that were a 

gift from a fancier friend who worked with 

him and who raced in the Belfast area. It 

wasn’t always racing pigeons because in 

1956 I had some high flying tipplers which I 

messed about with and one evening a red 

chequer cock dropped with them. It was a 

Scottish bird, which I reported and 

unfortunately I cannot remember this 

fancier’s name. He told me that I could keep 

it and that it was of the Dr Anderson blood. 

This was the beginning of a lifelong 

connection with the Sion breed. There was 

a chap called Jim Whiteside who lived on a 

farm near by my house and he had some 

excellent pigeons and he very kindly bred 

me eight youngsters for that season. These, 

along with four which I bred from the 

Scottish Cock paired to a hen that was the 

only remaining pigeon from the original six 

from Belfast and by now quite old, made up 

my team of twelve birds.  

I was at that young age when the pigeons 

were there as pets and I was not a member 

of any club at this time but I trained the 

twelve birds up to 60 miles. Then one of the 

local fanciers, Lowry Alford would send 

them as trainers for me free of charge to 

the race points with the race birds. I kept 

sending them and there were 8 young birds 

remaining in my loft so I sent them to 

Haverfordwest some 200 odd miles.  

This turned out to be a very difficult day 

and I got a nest pair of cocks from the 

Scottish Cock, plus two of the Whiteside 

hens, this on a day when many fanciers had 

not had any back. Incidentally Jim 

Whiteside was a Forest Ranger in Northern 

Ireland and has a lot of unusual birds in his 

care and I am aware that his first love was 

breeding pheasants and not racing pigeons. 

For years I had been intending to call and 

visit Jim when on holiday over in Ireland but 

it has always been one of those trips that I 

never seemed to get around to - I think 

everyone will know what I mean.  

Pigeons were never the only sport that I 

ever took part in because I was a keen 

amateur boxer and travelled around quite a 

bit because of the competitions that I was 

able to compete in. However it was a sport 

that more often than not had to take a back 

seat when the pigeons were training or 

racing because they were my number one 

priority at the time, in fact most of the time 

ever since and I could not be fully 

committed to the sport. I did carry on for a 

time training youngsters in the ring but 

found it too time consuming".  

The first pigeon that caught my eye from 

Gerry’s loft was a pigeon called "Tracker" 

who won the North West Classic from 

Rennes in a N.W Wind and rain by over 

20mins. Since then there have been many 

that have caught my eye and these photos 

that Charlie Peel took are the latest to 

achieve success in this winning Fairfield Loft 

at Audenshaw. The results and details are 

on the photos so we don’t want to type 

them up again wasting space.  

I spent some time looking at the montage 

and weighing them up trying to decide 

which one would be my choice, I was going 

from one to the other and settled on “Super 

91” purely for the consistency with which 

this cock has collected positions.  
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I was talking to Charlie about these pigeons 

and he was saying what super pigeons they 

are. He went on to say the blue cock would 

win in a show pen but he preferred the 

smaller blue. Gerry was saying that he is 

really pleased with the pigeons because he 

has a line that he crosses with great effect.  

As many will know he has had the 

Busschaerts for many years. He has also had 

many good pigeons from the Willy Thas 

family that have seen good results. The Van 

Den Drieeche pigeons are another level 

with them crossing well into his existing 

families. Gerry became friends with the 

father many years ago and he brought away 

the premier cock because he was no longer 

filling as he should do but Gerry changed 

that and in the first two nests had 4 

cracking young birds. Van Den Drieeche has 

now passed away and his son races the 

pigeons with the help of his knowledgeable 

mother. Gerry has found that the best way 

to go with these pigeons is to inbreed them 

and then outcross them into his existing 

family. 

At one time Gerry would expect his 

yearlings to do as many as 5 channel races 

but that does not happen now, he’s getting 

either more patient of wiser as the years 

have gone by so they are now only 

expected to compete in two races from 

across the water. He is now taking his time 

with preparation and they are coming good 

in the channel races on an even more 

consistent basis. It will be interesting to see 

if Gerry maintains the good National results 

this year. He will miss the early races but he 

is looking forward to the Nationals that are 

his main aim. 

Les J Parkinson 

April 2015 
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