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I would like to thank everyone who supported the meeting last night and the feedback 

that we received from the Internet and the fancy press. As it was an Open Meeting and 

it was not for a particular organisation there are no official minutes to be released but 

the basic results from the meeting are below:- 
 

The discussion was aimed around a clock station and marking station for the Midlands 

area with the Midlands 5 Bird Club to be considered alongside this. After 

approximately 2 hours of talks between the fanciers present and the feedback from 

approaches that have been made to certain national clubs was delivered it was decided 

that the Midlands area would pursue a marking station with the BBC as the race 

programme fits well with the MNFC and the support shown by the BBC has been very 

good. 

 

Mick O'Rourke and Malc Slater have volunteered their services regarding a clock 

station in Leicester and any other stations will be welcomed across the region to service 

the marking station. Alastair Ewart was a huge help with a lot of advice from the 

extensive knowledge he has in this area of the sport. The BBC have welcomed the 

approach and we are just ironing out the final logistics to make this venture work but 

we are literally just waiting for the green light from the BBC and their committee to be 

able to launch this to the fancy. 

 

The marking station will be situated within a few minutes of the M1 meaning very easy 

access for all of Warwickshire, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Northamptonshire and 

Leicestershire, we are just again waiting for confirmation before we release any exact 

locations. We are pursuing basketing on a Wednesday evening to both make it easier for 

fanciers to attend and also it makes the logistics of pick ups much easier. 

 

All of the supporters thoroughly believe that if supported well enough this will be a new 

chapter in racing in The Midlands as we all believe that we can compete against the best 

the South Coast has to offer and the more birds we can send to these races from North 

of Milton Keynes then he better the chances of us achieving we excellent results in a 

nationally recognised club. 

 

We will be holding another meeting, which has been pencilled in for the 9th January, to 

go through the logistics and to launch the marking station. I will confirm this in more 

detail in the coming days when I have had some more correspondence with the BBC 

and it will be launched through the fancy press once again. 

 

So yes there are doubters, yes there are challenges, yes it's not easy. But this goes to 

show that if you want something to change then it can be done, it will be done and the 

team and I behind this new venture will not rest until it becomes reality. And to coin a 

phrase from my old boss, "If you always do what you've always done, don't expect to 

get any different results" 



 

If anybody has any questions then please do not hesitate to get in touch with me. 

 

Yours in sport 

 

John Ghent 

johnghent@me.com 
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